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YOUR 
REPUTATION 
IS OUR 
MOTIVATION
Kemin is assurance for renderers. We offer industry-leading 

solutions and specialized expertise in food safety and 

oxidation control for the stabilization of protein,  

fats and oils, and raw materials. Assuring freshness 

throughout the rendering process and to delivery —  

Kemin is with you every step of the way.

Oxidation control

Food safety solutions

© Kemin Industries, Inc. and its group of companies 2024. All rights reserved. ® ™ Trademarks of Kemin Industries, Inc., U.S.A.

kemin.com/nutrisurance

TAKE YOUR RENDERING TO THE NEXT LEVEL

• From single machines to complete plants of all scopes and sizes.
• Customized meat rendering & fish meal processing equipment to  

fit the individual requirements of all our customers.
• Our innovative solutions drive the industry standard forward.
• We guide you every step of the way through the whole process, from the 

design phase to after-sales maintenance and delivery of spare and wear parts.
• Agile production - able to plan and execute your project in reasonable time.
• Globally present, with local facilities and agents near your area.

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU:

LOCAL FACILITIES - WORLDWIDE PRESENCE

Providing long-lasting customized solutions to lift your projects

Scan the QR code  
to learn more about 
how we can help 
you with your next 
rendering project.

WHY CHOOSE US:
• We have provided 

customized solutions 
for some of the largest 
players in the meat 
rendering industry

• We ensure our own 
solutions stay up to  
date with high quality 
standards in the 
rendering industry

• We strive for better 
performance  
by continuously 
educating  our 
employees

OESTERGAARD Inc. •  +1 (913) 754 - 8108 • sales@oestergaardus.com • oestergaardus.com

Reach out to us now via the contact information below
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W hy do people join associations 
l ike the North American 
Renderers Association? At 

93 years old, the organization must 
have been doing something right all 
this time to keep the doors open and 
the membership satisfied. That leads 
to another question — what keeps 
members coming back year after year 
and, on the flip side, what impacts a 
decision not to renew?

	 According to a 2026 survey by IMIS, a 
customer management software firm, the 
Top 3 reasons association memberships 
are not renewed include budget concerns, 
lack of engagement with the association 
and perceived value. While there isn’t 
much an association can do about a 
member’s personal or company budget, 
it can offer a lot in terms of engagement 
and membership value. However, that’s a 
bit of a two-way street. 

Associations can’t force members 
to engage in programs, leadership 
roles or advocacy. For example, NARA 
can provide networking opportunities 
through meetings, training and trade 
delegations, but members must be 
motivated to take advantage of these 
benefits on their own. 

Depending on whose statistics you 
consider, only about 15% to 20% of the 
membership in an average association 
is highly engaged — meaning they go to 
meetings, advertise, sponsor or accept a 
committee assignment. Of course, it’s not 
just trade associations. Participation is 
hard to get, whether you’re talking about 
organizations or recruiting a Sunday 
school teacher at church. The modern 
human is busy beyond what’s good for us. 

However, when you’re talking about 
paid membership, isn’t it wiser to get 
the most out of your dues rather than 
sit back and watch? 

Membership in NARA is an investment 
in your industry. If your company is a 
member, you already know that. But 
it’s also an investment in the individuals 
of the company — if you treat it that 
way. Being intentional about building 
relationships with a highly engaged 
network of professionals — perhaps 

even finding a mentor among them — 
can pay long-term dividends. 

Serving as a leader in your trade 
association is a really good way to show the 
boss you’ve got what it takes to be a leader 
in the company, too. Talk to people on 
the committees or task forces that you’re 
interested in joining. Let them know you 
are willing and available to pitch in. Engage 
in the discussions. Ask for money in the 
budget for that training. Most associations, 
including NARA, are looking for eager, 

Rendertorial

Participation Is Kind of the Point
young professionals to step up and share 
their talents for the good of the industry. 

Whether a new member or seasoned 
veteran, engaging with your association is 
not just about what you can get. Members 
also have a duty to give back to the 
profession and help build up the industry. 
For 93 years, others have been doing this 
for the rendering industry through NARA. 
Now it’s your turn to speak up.� R

�Sharla Ishmael 
Editor/Publisher

By advertising in Render! 
Render is the only print publication to serve 
the international rendering industry. If your 
company is selling products or services 
targeting this market, you need to get in 
front of our readers.

Reach more customers...

Contact Render at (888) 927-3634
e-mail: editors@rendermagazine.com

www.rendermagazine.com/advertising
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Newsline

NARA Launches Owen Vickers 
Memorial Scholarship 

The North American Renderers Association announced the 
launch of the Owen Vickers Memorial Scholarship, established 
in honor of T. Owen Vickers Sr., a longtime industry leader 
and dedicated advocate for sustainability in rendering. The 
scholarship will be awarded annually to one student, providing 
$2,500 per year for two years, for a total award of $5,000. It is 
designed to recognize and support students with an interest 
in the essential role of rendering in sustainability, agriculture, 
animal nutrition and the circular economy.

 “Scholarships are one of the most important ways we 
can invest in the future of our industry,” said Kent Swisher, 
NARA president and CEO. “Supporting the next generation of 
renderers ensures that the essential work we do — advancing 
sustainability, reducing waste and supporting agriculture — 
continues for years to come. Establishing this scholarship 
in Owen’s name is a meaningful way to honor a longtime 
member who dedicated his career to these values and to the 
advancement of rendering.”

 The Owen Vickers Memorial Scholarship is open to students 
currently enrolled in or accepted to a college, university or trade 
school in the United States, Canada or Mexico. Applicants must 
submit a completed application, transcript, proof of enrollment 
and a 500-word essay reflecting on a person who has inspired 
them and how that inspiration is shaping their own path.

Applications are due by June 19. For more information or to 
apply, visit nara.org/about-us/nara-scholarships/owen-vickers-
memorial-scholarship.

Huerta Named NARA’s Latin 
America Director

Moises Huerta has 
joined NARA as its Latin 
America director. Based 
in Bogotá, Colombia, 
Huerta will spearhead 
international market 
development efforts 
across Latin America, 
focusing on strengthening 
market access, expanding 
industry engagement and 
advancing the utilization 
of  NARA members ’ 
products.

In this role, Huerta will serve as NARA’s eyes, ears and hands 
in the region — providing direct, in-region representation for 
the association and its members. He will work closely with 
regulatory agencies and industry stakeholders to monitor market 
and policy developments, support science-based engagement 
to address technical barriers and identify growth opportunities 
across the region. He will also support the implementation of 
NARA’s international marketing programs.

Huerta brings more than 15 years of experience in 
international agricultural trade and market development, 
including over a decade dedicated to promoting U.S. agricultural 
exports across Latin America and the Caribbean. Born and raised 
in Peru, Huerta holds a master’s degree in applied economics 
and a bachelor’s degree in business management from Johns 
Hopkins University, along with executive training from Harvard 
University, Cornell University and Georgetown University. He is 
bilingual in English and Spanish.

NARA Pens Partner Agreement 
with FOAB

NARA signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) April 
15 with the Fish Farm Owners’ Association of Bangladesh, 
marking a significant milestone in ongoing efforts to expand 
market access for U.S. rendered products in high-growth 
aquaculture markets. In 2024, Bangladesh imported 
approximately $426 million in feed ingredients. Aquaculture 
production in Bangladesh reached 2.98 million metric tons in 
fiscal year 2023-2024. 

 “Rendered animal proteins are an ideal replacement 
for fishmeal in aquaculture feed due to their digestibility, 
palatability and amino acid profile,” said Swisher. “These 
products deliver a nutritional advantage, are more affordable 
than other proteins and are more sustainable because of our 
industry’s contributions to the reduction of food waste and 
agricultural circularity. We look forward to working with FOAB 
to help their farmers and Bangladeshi feed mills improve 
operations, feed quality and feed affordability.”

The partnership will support the reintroduction of U.S. 
rendered animal proteins into Bangladesh’s aquaculture feed 
sector, paired with efforts to improve feed efficiency and help 
reduce costs for fish farmers. It also establishes a clear path for 
regulatory engagement, including work on product certification 
and standards to enable broader market adoption. The agreement 
formalizes a multiyear collaboration and underscores NARA’s 
continued commitment to removing barriers, strengthening 
partnerships and expanding the global footprint of rendered 
products through science-based, market-driven approaches.� R

Over 35 years, Travis has built a reputation of building the highest quality 
trailers servicing many different industries.

Travis Environmental Solutions is a new focus within Travis Body & Trailer committed 
to working with companies in specific industries including, but not limited to:

REFUSE • RENDERING • BIOSOLIDS • ORGANICS
Our goal with Travis Environmental Solutions is to showcase our commitment to the 

environment by working with companies focused on a more sustainable future.

877-864-4477 • TravisEnviro.com
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A bout 110 leaders and interested members of the 
North American Renderers Association met April 14-
15 in Chicago, Illinois, to set priorities and identify 
challenges during the annual Spring Meeting. Many 

of the committees had positive news to report, including that 
NARA’s financial health was strong and it received a clean audit 
for the 2025 fiscal period, with membership revenue on track 
to meet the budget.

APPI, Feed Regulation 
Committee

	 Although the Animal Protein Producers Industry is 
technically a sister organization, committee members have 
business sessions during NARA’s meetings. NARA holds joint 
committee meetings where interests overlap, such as APPI and 
feed regulation, to make efficient use of members’ time. APPI 
Chair Ansen Pond opened the meeting by explaining APPI’s 
four pillars — education, biological testing, certification and 
research — for newcomers. 

Brittany Shupe from Food Safety Net Services gave an 
overview of 2025 biological testing data from APPI members, 
highlighting trends in enterobacteriaceae, clostridium 
perfringens and salmonella. Shupe pointed out clostridium Continued on page 10

incidence rates had been increasing year after year, with most 
positives found at loadout and in beef rendering. She also 
noted salmonella was likely being introduced post-process, 
as it should be killed during rendering. This led to a discussion 
about data interpretation, sampling protocols from members 
and questions about issues with sampling equipment. Shupe 
offered to look deeper into these concerns.

On the certification side, Dr. Charles Starkey, NARA’s vice 
president of scientific and regulatory affairs, discussed plans to 
redesign the APPI audit program, which would use the American 
Feed Industry Association’s FSC36 standard as a base, adding 
a specific focus on microbial testing and corrective action 
follow-ups. Starkey also asked members to urgently consider 
sending staff to the upcoming Code of Practice training at 
Tyson headquarters in Arkansas and outlined improvements 
to the program made in the past year. An additional laboratory 
methods session is also available to participants. Since the 
meeting, this training has been rescheduled to June 18-19.

Kent Swisher, NARA president and CEO, presented results 
of a financial review of APPI’s agreement with the association, 
which concluded that APPI’s overhead costs, particularly 
salaries, had been significantly reduced and were below 2007 
levels when adjusted for inflation.

By Sharla Ishmael

 Comprehensive troubleshooting tools 
 A full library of rendering information  
 and videos  
  An interactive chatbot and ‘Ask Okey’ avatar  

are always on duty to answer any question
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Power your process 
The Dupps Vault has all the service records, 
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on everything rendering. So new hires hit the  
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Spring Meeting Continued from page 8

FPRF Board Meeting
	 Like APPI, the Fats and Protein Research Foundation is a 

sister organization that meets in conjunction with NARA. Pond, 
who also serves as FPRF chair, said the organization needs to 
undergo a strategic reinvention to move beyond its historical 
focus on bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) and address 
current industry research needs. The board approved hiring an 
outside moderator to help guide the group through a strategic 
planning exercise in the near future. 

Other important topics addressed included the need for 
a membership drive and a plan to counter a “pet food versus 
fuel” narrative being pushed with a data-driven campaign that 
illustrates the pet food industry’s concerns are based on pricing, 
not supply.

Starkey gave a status report for various research projects 
being conducted for FPRF. He also emphasized the importance 
of member participation in the economic and sustainability 
survey being conducted by NARA’s contractor DIS. Starkey said 
the data to be gleaned from this survey was deemed critical for 

lobbying efforts, securing grants and providing a factual basis for 
industry communications. Starkey also called for nominations 
for the FPRF Innovation Award.

Anna Carlson, NARA’s vice president of communications, 
shared a review of the FPRF website, which indicated the site 
is outdated, insecure and requires a significant update. Even so, 
she recommended postponing this project until after the new 
strategic plan was developed to ensure the site would align with 
the organization’s future messaging.

Sustainability, Environmental 
Committees

	 Jody Jenkin, chair of the sustainability committee, 
introduced virtual speaker Marty Heller, senior sustainability 
consultant for Blonk, the contractor managing NARA’s data-in 
project for the Global LCA Feed Institute’s database. Heller 
summarized the data collected so far on U.S. rendered products 
and said there were large enough volumes, particularly from 
poultry, that they should be able to make good representative 
life-cycle analysis (LCA) estimates for these products. 

Heller said he was waiting for more data on beef and pork 

Moises Huerta was introduced as NARA’s 
new Latin America Director.

June26Render.indd   10June26Render.indd   10 5/29/26   1:54 PM5/29/26   1:54 PM
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Continued on page 12

slaughter to finalize the modeling and get preliminary results 
to NARA. This project was initiated to generate high-quality 
LCA data on U.S. rendered products for inclusion in the GFLI 
database of feedstock ingredients.

Dana Downing, NARA’s senior vice president of international 
programs, told the committee that a request for proposal (RFP) 
was set to be published to hire a firm that would translate the 
new sustainability data into a modern messaging campaign and 
and refresh the organization’s brand.

The environmental committee portion of the meeting 
was turned over to the new chair, Thomas Percer. First 
on the agenda was Ethan Ware, who discussed upcoming 
changes to stormwater permitting, a new U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency directive regarding the definition of a “site” 
for hazardous waste and proposed rescissions to the Risk 
Management Program. 

Finally, Paul Bredwell updated the group on the successful 
effort to prevent revisions to the effluent limitation guidelines 
(ELGs) for wastewater, as well as a subsequent lawsuit filed 
by environmental groups, in which the industry coalition 
was intervening.

IMDC
The Spring Meeting marked the first time the international 

market development committee was held in a closed session, 
available only to IMDC paid members. However, for those 
interested in joining IMDC, we offer a brief summary. Ryan 
Standard of Fastmarkets discussed the impact of EPA’s record-
high renewable volume obligations (RVOs) on animal fat demand, 
the necessity of imports and trends in animal protein markets.

Three important figures from the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service — Dr. Lisa Dixon, Dr. Renee Olick and Dr. 
Michael Herron — joined the meeting virtually. They discussed 
recent staffing shortages that hindered their ability to process 
export documentation and open new markets. They also 
explained ongoing efforts to hire new personnel and modernize 
systems to improve service.

Downing provided updates on Foreign Agricultural Service 
funding, key trade policy priorities — such as market access in 
China and Vietnam — and spoke on NARA’s efforts to challenge 
nontariff trade barriers. Moises Huerta was introduced as 
the new Latin America regional director, and he outlined his 
strategy for the area. IMDC also heard regional updates from 
Peng Li on Asia, Matthew Meredith on Africa and Bangladesh, 
and Jennifer Wilson on the EU and the U.K. For information 
on IMDC membership, contact Amy Moulden, NARA director 
of operations and member relations, at amoulden@nara.org. 

Communications Committee
	 Chris Gay began his term as the new chair of the 

communications committee. The committee heard from Sharla 
Ishmael, Render’s editor, who reported advertising sales in the 
previous fiscal year finished above $350,000, and that sales 
were up for the first two issues of 2026 by $1,600. Ishmael 
noted subscription numbers had fallen slightly, and she asked for 
members to help reach a goal of adding 1,000 new subscribers.

	 Carlson gave a detailed report on the association’s various 
communications programs and said she was invited to join the 
Clean Fuels Alliance Communication Advocacy monthly call 
that brings together communication leaders across member 

organizations to align messaging on key industry issues. She 
discussed a review of NARA’s Invisible Industry podcast. Due to 
low engagement, the committee voted to end the podcast. In 
its place, Carlson proposed expanding NARA’s library of topic-
specific educational cartoon videos, starting with videos on the 
rendering process and the destinations of rendered products. 

She also presented digital marketing analytics on NARA’s 
website showing positive user growth but explained that 
artificial intelligence (AI) was beginning to change how web 
traffic is measured, potentially decreasing “organic” traffic while 
increasing “direct” traffic.

Carlson explained how NARA’s scholarship program was 
being expanded for 2026 to award up to three recipients with 
a new, streamlined online application process. Additionally, she 
announced a new model to celebrate National Rendering Day, with 
the inaugural event to be hosted by BHT ReSources in Alabama 
at a Birmingham Barons baseball game. In the future, the NARA 
chair will have the first chance to host the annual celebration.

Convention Planning Committee
Michael Glenn, chair, started the meeting honoring the 

committee’s longtime former chair, Owen Vickers, noting his 
many years of service in making convention experiences “top 
notch” and announced that he passed away on Easter Sunday, 
with a celebration of life planned in Alabama.  

Glenn presented a program-by-program profit and loss 
review of the 2025 convention and requested that the audit 
and budget committee begin providing this type of report for 
all future meetings. The committee confirmed that contracted 
annual convention sites include: 

•	Lowe’s Ventana in Tucson, Arizona, 2026.
•	Ritz-Carlton in Naples, Florida, 2027.
•	Ritz-Carlton in Laguna Niguel, California, 2028. 
•	Ritz-Carlton in Amelia Island, Florida, 2029. 
For Spring Meetings, Chicago was selected again for 2027, 

and Montreal was penciled in for 2028. Finally, suggestions were 
solicited for high-dollar items for the Auction for Good at the 
NARA convention this fall.

Industry Advisory Committee
	 Jeff Schopmeyer, co-chair, initiated discussion on 

the upcoming Fly-In Congressional Meeting, reminding 
the committee that associate and allied members were 
encouraged to attend. Several committee members shared 
their experiences from past Fly-Ins and tips for making the 
most of the opportunity, such as scheduling your visits with 
distance between offices in mind.

	 The committee also reviewed the new member mentor 
program and reception at the convention, which received a 
lot of positive feedback from surveys. Schopmeyer pointed 
out there is also a need to educate current associate and 
allied members about all the benefits of NARA membership 
that they may not realize. That includes awareness of this 
committee, which was established as a voice specifically for 
them within NARA.

	 Along those lines, Moulden suggested hosting lunch-
and-learns to provide an opportuity for members to stay 
more engaged.
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Spring Meeting Continued from page 11

Legislative Action, 
Biofuels Committees

	 Dave Kaluzny, chair of the legislative 
action committee, encouraged all to 
attend the upcoming Fly-In in Washington, 
D.C., emphasizing the importance of 
advocacy for the rendering industry. 
Andrew Harker, vice president of the 
Russell Group, spoke on the legislative 
and political landscape. 

Harker said the upcoming Farm Bill 
included important provisions for the 
rendering industry, such as the Safe 
American Food Exports (SAFE) Act 
and language to preempt California’s 
Proposition 12, though the latter faced 
significant opposition in the U.S. Senate. 
He also discussed key trade issues, such 
as the pending U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
agreement negotiations and tariffs. 

Much of his presentation focused on 
upcoming elections, which he said were the 
primary driver of agendas in Washington, 
D.C. Harker reported that a major turnover 

With Camlin Fine Sciences you have options. You’ll 
get the shelf life performance you need with our 
NaSure® and Xtendra® antioxidant solutions, a 
custom application system and backed by our 
comprehensive customer application testing.

Contact us to learn how we can create the tailor-made 
solution you want with the high quality standards you need.

https://www.cfsintel.com/pet-food-render

LOOKING FOR 
SHELF LIFE?

in Congress was anticipated due to a high 
number of retirements, particularly among 
Republicans. He pointed out this dynamic 
necessitated a proactive effort to build 
relationships with new members. 

Political indicators, including the 
generic congressional ballot and historical 
midterm trends, suggested Democrats 
were likely to take control of the House. 
He added if Democrats won the House, a 
significant increase in investigations and 
subpoenas targeting the administration 
was expected, similar to what occurred 
during Trump’s first term.

Harker told renderers the “feed 
versus fuel” debate with the pet food 
industry was an escalating issue that 
required a robust and proactive response 
beyond simply presenting data. “It’s just 
that you need the data, and you have 
the data that makes a great case, but 
sometimes facts don’t win out,” he said, 
encouraging members to make that 
one of the issues they discuss during 
congressional office visits.

For the biofuels committee, Mike 
Rath, chair, gave a positive report about 
the impact of the high RVOs the EPA 
recently announced, which should 
benefit renderers’ bottom lines. Rath also 
pointed out there is not enough feedstock 
in this country, so some imports will be 
necessary to meet demand.

NARA Board of 
Directors

Swisher gave the board a written 
president’s report and highlighted key 
accomplishments in the past few months, 
including the hiring of a new director for 
Latin America and the full implementation 
of NARA’s new customer relationship 
management (CRM) software, Zoho. He 
expects Zoho to improve efficiency in 
meeting registrations, communications 
and financial tracking, which will save the 
association money.

All committees gave summary reports 
on the business they addressed, and 
the board meeting concluded with 
a discussion of the urgent need to 
develop younger members to “build the 
bench” for future leadership roles and 
succession planning before entering a 
closed executive session.

All NARA members are invited to 
the 2027 Spring Meeting in Chicago, 
for which the dates and hotel will be 
announced later.� R
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2026 Allied Members
Brokers of fats and proteins, and firms serving the rendering industry

Biofuels

Marathon Petroluem 
Corporation
539 South Main Street
Findlay, OH  48540
Contact: Dana Fought
Phone: 419-672-6655
Email: defought@
marathonpetroleum.com

Phillips 66 Company
2331 CityWest Blvd
Houston, TX  77042
Contact: Connor Gross
Phone: 713-562-3091
Email: connor.l.gross@p66.com

Commodity Brokers/
Traders

Advanced Marketing 
Group
PO Box 720
Donald, OR  97020
Contact: Ted Skinner
Phone: 503-776-9051
Email: ted@
advancedmarketinggroupllc.com

Agri Trading
PO Box 609, 
340 Michigan Street SE
Hutchinson, MN  55350
Contact: John Gordon
Phone: 320-234-4356
Email: john.gordon@
agritradingcorp.com

Bunge, USA
1331 Capital Avenue
Omaha, NE  68102-1106
Contact: Derek Michalski
Phone: 402-889-4358
Email: derek.michalski@ 
bunge.com

Diversified Ingredients
870 Woods Mill Road
Ballwin, MO  63011
Contact: Mike Bond
Phone: 314-550-2190
Email: mbond@
diversifiedingredients.com

E.B. Wakeman Company
PO Box 396
Arroyo Grande, CA  93421
Contact: Stephen Silva
Phone: 805-781-8475
Email: ssilva@ebwakeman.com

ED&F Man
365 Canal St, Suite 2929
New Orleans, LA  70130
Contact: Travis Mayer
Phone: 504-400-9615
Email: travism@us.edfman.com

Fairway Dairy & 
Ingredients LLC
17725 Juniper Path
Lakeville, MN  55044
Contact: John Kwasek
Phone: 952-431-0416
Email: jkwasek@ 
fairwaydairy.com

JST Global LLC
2104 75th St
Houston, TX  77011
Contact: Trent Weatherly
Phone: 417-207-3256
Email: mtweatherly@jstg.com

2026 NARA Officers & Regional Officers
Acting Chair
Michael Koewler 
SRC Companies  
Sacramento, CA
Phone: 916-363-4821

First Vice Chairman
Mike Karman 
Sanimax Industries, Inc.  
Green Bay, WI
Phone: 920-246-2085

Second Vice Chairman
Ansen Pond 
JBS/Pilgrim’s  
Mt. Pleasant, TX
Phone: 806-674-3717

NARA Staff and Consultants

Eastern

President
Jody Jenkin 
Smithfield  
Phone: 757-357-1368

Vice President
Franklin Moore 
BHT ReSources  
Phone: 205-252-1197

Secretary/Treasurer
Tyler Nicholson 
National Beef Packing 
Company LLC  
Phone: 800-449-2333

Central

President
Ryan Berkey 
Darling Ingredients  
Phone: 402-258-6506

Vice President
Jamie Trebesch 
Farmers Union Industries  
Phone: 844-637-2938

Secretary/Treasurer
Tyler Hagenow 
Sanimax  
Phone: 920-288-1086

Western

President
Brad Fleeman 
Darling Ingredients  
Phone: 253-376-1523

Vice President
Jason Andreoli 
jjandreoli@bakercommodities.
com  
Phone: 323-353-6923

Secretary/Treasurer
Chris Zanobini 
California Grain and 
Feed Assn  
Phone: 916-441-2272

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE:
North American 
Renderers Association
500 Montgomery Street, 
Suite 310 
Alexandria, VA  22314 
Phone:  703-683-0155/ 
Fax:  571-970-2279 
www.nara.org, info@nara.org

NARA STAFF:
President and CEO
Kent Swisher  
Phone: 571-239-9077 
kswisher@nara.org 

Senior Vice President, 
International Programs 
Dana Downing 
Phone: 303-325-3222 
ddowning@nara.org  

Vice President, 
Communications 
Anna Carlson 
Phone: 703-683-2914 
acarlson@nara.org

Director, Operations and 
Member Relations 
Amy Moulden 
Phone: 681-534-6232 
amoulden@nara.org

Accounting  
Sri Madireddy 
Phone: 571-858-5401 
naccountant@nara.org

CONSULTANTS:
Convention Coordinator
Marty Covert 
Covert Operations 

15460 Turnberry Drive  
Haymarket, VA  20169 
Phone:  703-754-8740/Cell:  
703-795-8577
co@martycovert.com

Render Magazine
Sharla Ishmael
Editor and Publisher 
1305 Blanco Ct.
Benbrook, TX  76126 
Phone:  888-927-3634  
editors@rendermagazine.com
rendermagazine.com

INTERNATIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES:
Asia Regional Office 
Peng Li, Director 
Flat 28b, 5/Fl., Wah Lok 
Industrial Centre, Block B 
37-41 Shan Mai Street, Shatin

N.T., Hong Kong
Phone: +1 (800) 680-6036 
(toll free from US/Canada) 
Mobile: +86 138 0288 5352
asia@nara.org

Latin America
Moises Huerta
+57-304 6817947
MHuerta@nara.org

EU and the UK
Jennifer Wilson
+44-77 54-53591 3
Europe@nara.org

North Africa
Matthew Meredith
+1-202-550-5627
mmeredith@nara.org
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Marubeni American 
Corporation
90 Park Avenue, 6th Floor
New York, NY  10016
Contact: Shinji Kubota
Phone: 347-449-3161
Email: kubota-s@marubeni.com

MPB Commodities
181 Harry S. Truman Parkway, 
Suite 175
Annapolis, MD  21401
Contact: Brian Schultz
Phone: 443-977-9144
Email: brian.shultz@
mpbcommodities.com

Perdue Agribusiness LLC
6906 Zion Church Road
Salisbury, MD  21804
Contact: Matt Jorgensen
Phone: 866-816-7946
Email: matt.jorgensen@ 
perdue.com

Pet Food Integrity
1406 Veterans Drive. Ste 216
Elkhorn, NE  68022
Contact: Ty Christensen
Phone: 402-218-1358
Email: ty@petfoodintegrity.com

Rangen Group
303 E. Wacker Dr, Suite 1525
Chicago, IL  60601
Contact: Jesse Unsicker
Phone: 469-493-8610
Email: Jesse.Unsicker@ 
rangen.com

Saint Paul Commodities
3050 145th W #455
Rosemount, MN  55068
Contact: Jason Christensen
Phone: 612-570-2334
Email: jchristensen@
stpaulcommodities.com

Sustainable Sourcing LLC
19633 LaGrange Road
Mokena, IL  60448
Contact: Jodi McCarthy
Phone: 815-714-8055
Email: jodi.mccarthy@
sustainablesourcingllc.com

W.W.S. Inc
4032 Shoreline Drive, Suite 2
Spring Park, MN  55384
Contact: Brett Perry
Phone: 952-541-9001
Email: brett@wwstrading.com

Exporters

Aniprotein
7081 NW 82nd Ave
Miami, FL  33166
Contact: Fernando Bertero
Phone: 305-767-0383
Email: fbertero@aniprotein.com

Fornazor International Inc
455 Hillsdale Avenue
Hillsdale, NJ  07642
Contact: Kevin Sinnott
Phone: 201-248-6347
Email: kevin@fornazor.com

International Feed
2500 Shadywood Road 
Suite 300
Excelsior, MN  55331
Contact: John Tapscott
Phone: 612-297-9237
Email: jtapscott@
internationalfeed.com

K-Pro U.S. LP
115 W State Street #A
O’Fallon, IL  62269
Contact: Erin Rochman
Phone: 618-589-9111
Email: erin@k-pro.us

Scoular
13660 California Street
Omaha, NE  68102
Contact: Kyle Canning
Phone: 402-290-8758
Email: KCanning@scoular.com

Terramar
1130 Kingwood Ave
Norfolk, VA  23502
Contact: Andres Diaz 
Wohlgemuth
Phone: 508-745-4794
Email: andres.diaz@terramar-
chile.com

Commodity Brokers/
Traders

DF-Americas
800 Battery Ave. SE
Atlanta, GA  30339
Contact: JP Petiot
Phone: 404-408-2116
Email: jp@df-americas.com

Mid-South Milling 
Company, Inc
1900 Exeter Road Suite 105
Germantown, TN  38138
Contact: Jackie Hall
Phone: 901-681-4339
Email: jhall@msmilling.com

ShurGreen Organic 
Recycling
9159 State Route 118
Ansonia, OH  45303
Contact: Rick Kremer
Phone: 937-417-1078
Email: rick@shurgreen.net

Pet Food

3D Corporate Solutions
601 N. 13th St
Monett, MO  65708
Contact: Jessica Kutz
Phone: 417-354-0213
Email: jkutz@3dsolutions.com

Midwestern Pet Food
9634 Hedden Road
Evansville, IN  47725
Contact: Travis Wayne
Phone: 812-867-7466 ext 174
Email: twayne@
midwesternpetfoods.com

Mars Pet Nutrition 
North America
2013 Ovation Pkwy
Franklin, TN  37067
Contact: Jacob Swann
Phone: 256-981-5563
Email: Jacob.Swann@effem.com

If you have changes to your listing in the directory, 
please contact Amy Moulden at amoulden@nara.org or 681-534-6232.
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2026 Associate Members
Equipment manufacturers and other firms serving the rendering industry

Air/Water Treatment

Chem-Aqua Inc. - 
NCH Corporation
2727 Chemsearch Boulevard
Irving, TX  75062
Contact: Ray Gregoire
Phone: 866-209-3373
Email: ray.gregoire@ 
chemaqua.com

CleanCap Technologies 
& Services
128 McGoey Circle
Conroe, TX  77384
Contact: Chad Clark
Phone: 832-952-0100
Email: cclark@cleancaptech.com

CRB Water
3500 Harry S.Truman 
Boulevard
St. Charles, MO  63301
Contact: Amy Pollock
Phone: 636-940-5445
Email: amyp@crbwater.com

Drylet Inc.
PO Box 66081
Houston, TX  77006
Contact: Justin Whitley
Phone: 252-230-6045
Email: jwhitley@drylet.com

Elite Chemistries
5855 Kopetsky Dr Suite B
Indianapolis, IN  46217
Contact: Joe Schott
Phone: 317-361-0020
Email: joe.schott@
elitechemistries.com

Hydrite
17385 Golf Parkway
Brookfield, WI  53045
Contact: Jon Murnik
Phone: 262-792-1450
Email: jon.murnik@hydrite.com

Kasco Marine, Inc.
800 Deere Rd.
Prescott, WI  54021
Contact: Paul Amos
Phone: 713-825-1432
Email: paul.a@kascomarine.com

Komline Fluid-Quip
12 Holland Ave
Peapack, NJ  7977
Contact: Nikki Fogg
Phone: 937-358-5239
Email: nmfogg@komline.com

TRI-MER CORP
1400 Monroe St
Owosso, MI  48867
Contact: Asa Halliday
Phone: 989-723-7838
Email: ahalliday@tri-mer.com

VanAire Inc.
840 Clark Drive
Gladstone, MI  49837
Contact: Mandy Iverson
Phone: 906-428-2731
Email: aiverson@vanaireinc.com

Zee Company
412 Georgia Ave
Chattanooga, TN  37363
Contact: Ben Lukowski
Phone: 910-409-1898
Email: ben.lukowski@
vincitgroup.com

Antioxidants

Caldic USA
2425 Alft Lane
Elgin, IL  60124
Contact: Sandy Boston
Phone: 913-302-0132
Email: sboston@caldic.us

CFS North America LLC - 
Camlin Fine Sciences
4415 NW Urbandale Dr
Urbandale, IA  50322
Contact: Heidi Pearson
Phone: 515-278-1559
Email: marketing.us@ 
camlinfs.com

Food Safe Technologies, 
LLC
94 E Jefryn Blvd Unit H
Deer Park, NY  11729
Contact: Frank Monteleone
Phone: 866-339-3751
Email: info@foodsafetech.com

Kemin Nutrisurance Inc
1900 Scott Avenue
Des Moines, IA  50317
Contact: Josh Lankford
Phone: 515-236-6559
Email: josh.lankford@ 
kemin.com

Peak Tech LLC
PO Box 7
Jeffersonville, IN  47130
Contact: Jim Sparrow
Phone: 812-283-6697
Email: jsparrow@pfauoil.com

Chemicals

Anderson Chemical Co.
325 S. Davis
Litchfield, MN  55355
Contact: Christopher Wilkins
Phone: 979-292-6602
Email: cwilkins@accomn.com

CCI Chemical
3540 East 26th
Vernon, CA  90058
Contact: Joe Graffius
Phone: 800-767-9112
Email: jgraffius@ccichemical.com

Chem-Tech Solutions Inc.
427 Brook Street
Belmont, NC  28012
Contact: Tony Phillips
Phone: 704-829-9202
Email: info@ 
chemtechsolutions.com

Hychem, Inc.
Po Box 270356
Tampa, FL  33688
Contact: John-Michael Janosko
Phone: 276-229-1782
Email: jmjanosko@hychem.com

Consultants

Connect the Dots
120 Channel Court
Marco Island, FL  34145
Contact: David Levine
Phone: 970-978-6423
Email: dlevine.ctd@gmail.com

Neddermeyer Rendering 
Services L.L.C
3108 69 Ave ct.
Greeley, CO  80634
Contact: Keith Neddermeyer
Phone: 970-301-6419
Email: keithnedderm@yahoo.com

Reid Engineering 
Company Inc.
1210 Princess Anne Street
Fredericksburg, VA  22401
Contact: Shane H. Reid
Phone: 540-371-8500
Email: sreid@ 
reidengineering.com

Engineering

A. Epstein and Sons 
International
600 W Fulton St. Ste. 9
Chicago, IL  60661
Contact: Chad Ware
Phone: 312-429-8243
Email: cware@epsteinglobal.com

PEPM Group, PLLC
2121 S.  Columbia Ave. 
Suite 600
Tulsa, OK  74114
Contact: Eric Kunkel
Phone: 918-895-6766
Email: ekunkel@pepmgroup.com

Equipment

AC Corporation
PO Box 16367
Greensboro, NC  27416-
0367
Contact: Trip Walker
Phone: 336-273-4472
Email: twalker@ 
accorporation.com

Alfa Laval Inc.
111 Parker St
Newburyport, MA  01970
Contact: Todd Blase
Phone: 262-716-3417
Email: todd.blase@alfalaval.
com

Alloy Process Engineering, 
Inc.
20425 Johnson Memorial Dr. 
(Hwy 169)
Jordan, MN  55352
Contact: Mike Forland
Phone: 952-492-5569
Email: mikef@alloyprocess.com

Altena Engineering LLC.
5905 N Western Ave
Sioux Falls, SD  57107
Contact: Roger Kooima
Phone: 605-366-5703
Email: rogerkooima@gmail.com

Anco Rendering 
Equipment
1420 Lorraine Avenue
High Point, NC  27263-2040
Contact: Tom Stanforth
Phone: 336-855-7800
Email: tom_stanforth@
ancoeaglin.com

Andritz Separation, Inc.
1010 Commercial Blvd. S.
Arlington, TX  76001
Contact: David Smith
Phone: 817-676-3501
Email: david.smith@andritz.com

Brown’s Milling 
Supply Inc.
PO Box 500
Alma, NE  68920
Contact: Michael Stemper
Phone: 402-721-7899
Email: mike@brownssupply.com
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CPM
1210 7th St
Harlan, IA  51537
Contact: Nathan Horton
Phone: 800-831-2005
Email: nathan.horton@cpm.net

Deublin Company
2050 Norman DR W
Waukegan, IL  60085
Contact: Lisa Papandreou
Phone: 847-869-8600
Email: lisa.papandreou@
deublin.com

Dillon Decanter & 
Machine Inc.
PO Box 279
Eleanor, WV  25070
Contact: Chad Dillon
Phone: 304-549-5118
Email: Chad.dillon@
dillondecantermachine.com

EBM Manufacturing
1014 Sherwood Road
Norfolk, NE  68701
Contact: Diana Briseno
Phone: 877-370-4948
Email: diana.briseno@
ebmconstruction.net

GEA Westfalia 
Separator, Inc.
100 Fairway Court
Northvale, NJ  07647-0178
Contact: Brandon Russell
Phone: 630-388-9585
Email: brandon.russell@gea.com

Genesis III Inc.
PO Box 186 
5575 Lyndon Road
Prophetstown, IL  61277
Contact: Jonathan Paul
Phone: 815-537-7900
Email: jonathan.paul@
g3hammers.com

Haarslev Inc.
15500 W 108th St
Lenexa, KS  66219
Contact: Troels Svendsen
Phone: 816-799-0808
Email: troels.svendsen@
haarslev.com

HazTrack Inc.
14581181 Canada Inc.
Calgary, Alberta  T2H 2K1
Contact: Zach Johnson
Phone: 825-305-5309
Email: zach@haztrack.ca

Industrial Hardfacing Inc.
601 South Smith Street
Lamoni, IA  50140
Contact: Chip Millslagle
Phone: 800-247-7778
Email: chip@industhard.com

KWS Manufacturing 
Co. Ltd.
3041 Conveyor Drive
Burleson, TX  76028
Contact: Trey Elledge
Phone: 972-953-8468
Email: trey.elledge@ 
kwsmfg.com

Laidig Systems Inc.
14535 Dragoon Trl,
Mishawaka, IN  46544
Contact: Sean DeBroka
Phone: 574-256-0204 ext. 221
Email: seandebroka@laidig.com

Leem Filtration
25 Arrow Rd
Ramsey, NJ  07446
Contact: Diana Bryant
Phone: 817-266-9527
Email: diana@leemfiltration.com

Magnattack
14250 Judicial Road
Burnsville, MN  55306
Contact: Hudson Baker
Phone: 630-994-3310
Email: hudson.baker@
magnattackglobal.com

Magnum Systems
7945 Flint St.
Lenexa, KS  66214
Contact: Bill Griffiths
Phone: 316-239-5103
Email: bgriffiths@
magnumsystems.com

Martin Sprocket & Gear
3600 McCart Street
Ft. Worth, TX  76110
Contact: Jeff Weaver
Phone: 817-258-3000
Email: jweaver@ 
martinsprocket.com

Oestergaard Inc.
4400 NW Mattox Rd
Riverside, MO  64150
Contact: Hans Nissen
Phone: 913-754-8108
Email: hhn@oestergaardus.com

Otodata
1212 Louvain Ouest
Montreal, Quebec  H4N 1G5
Contact: Matthew Alba
Phone: 661-313-5315
Email: malba@otodata.com

Par-Kan
2915 W. 900 S
Silver Lake, IN  46982
Contact: Jay Schooler
Phone: 260-352-2141 ext. 310
Email: jschooler@par-kan.com

R.F. MacDonald Co.
99 Megabyte Dr
Sparks, NV  89434
Contact: Butch Paddock
Phone: 775-356-0300
Email: butch.paddock@
rfmacdonald.com

Relco
2331 3rd Ave SW
Wilmar, MN  56201
Contact: Wim Wilcke
Phone: 320-212-2337
Email: wim.wilcke@kss-sep.com

Roll Rite LLC
650 Industrial Drive
Gladwin, MI  48624
Contact: Gary Viall
Phone: 423-505-5855
Email: gary.viall@safefleet.net

Scan American Corp
9505 N. Congress Ave
Kansas City, MO  64153
Contact: Jeff Drake
Phone: 816-880-9321
Email: jdrake@scanamcorp.com

Sealing Equipment 
Products Co, Inc.
123 Airpark Industrial Road
Alabaster, AL  35007
Contact: Bill Hoffman
Phone: 205-403-7500
Email: billh@sepco.com

Separator’s Inc.
5707 W. Minnesota Street
Indianapolis, IN  46241
Contact: Quenton Lind
Phone: 320-828-6039
Email: qlind@sepinc.com

Separator Technology 
Solutions
2591 Nicholson Street
San Leandro, CA  94577
Contact: Ashley Whittington
Phone: 559-253-3699
Email: sales_us@sts200.com

Sturtevant Inc.
348 Circuit Street
Hanover, MA  02339
Contact: Joe Muscolino
Phone: 781-829-1431
Email: jmuscolino@ 
sturtevantinc.com

The Dupps Company
565 North Cherry Street
Germantown, OH  45327
Contact: Jeff Hendrix
Phone: 937-855-6555
Email: jhendrix@dupps.com

Titus Manufacturing LLC
9887 6 B Road
Plymouth, IN  46563
Contact: Tom Read
Phone: 574-936-3345
Email: tread@titusmfg.com

Uzelac Industries Inc.
 N45W22900 Lindsay Rd
Pewaukee, WI  53072
Contact: Michael Uzelac
Phone: 414-529-0240
Email: mike@uzelacind.com

Equipment - Centrifuges

Centrisys Corporation
9586 58th Place
Kenosha, WI  53144
Contact: Jerod Swanson
Phone: 262-654-6006
Email: jerod.swanson@
centrisys.us

CentriTEK - Industrial 
Centrifuge Specialists - 
Chris Gatewood 
Industries Inc.
508 Stone Road
Benicia, CA  94510
Contact: Chris Gatewood
Phone: 209-304-2200
Email: chris@centritek.com

Flottweg Separation 
Technology Inc.
10700 Toebben Drive
Independence, KY  41051
Contact: Daniel Lakovic
Phone: 937-554-2660
Email: dlakovic@flottweg.net

Franzenburg
2301 Dean Avenue
Des Moines, IA  50317
Contact: Brett Sasser
Phone: 937-308-8831
Email: brett.sasser@frznbrg.com

Grizzly Centrifuges
734 Conroe Park North Dr,
Conroe, TX  77303
Contact: JD Mueller
Phone: 713-906-0577
Email: jdmueller@
grizzlycentrifuges.com

GTech
27341 Spectrum Way
Oakridge, TX  77385
Contact: Kevin Bell
Phone: 832-271-2627
Email: kevin.bell@gtechus.com

Jenkins Centrifuge 
Company LLC
1123 Swift Street
North Kansas City, MO  
64116
Contact: Kevin Jenkins
Phone: 800-635-1431
Email: kjenkins@
jenkinscentrifuge.com

Sentrimax Centrifuges
108 Sentry Drive
Mansfield, TX  76063
Contact: Shane Brown
Phone: 780-689-9721
Email: shane.b@sentrimax.com

June26Render.indd   17June26Render.indd   17 5/29/26   1:54 PM5/29/26   1:54 PM



18  June 2026  Render	 www.rendermagazine.com

Trucent Inc.
14529 Bergen Boulevard
Noblesville, IN  46060
Contact: Dan O’Rourke
Phone: 317-674-2142
Email: dorourke@trucent.com

Feed Manufacturers/
Ingredients

AB Enzymes Inc
8211 W. Broward Blvd., 
Suite 420
Plantation, FL  33324
Contact: Catherine Belaski
Phone: 954-278-3975
Email: Catherine.belaski@
abenzymes.com

Fairview Mills LLC
PO Box 170
Seneca, KS  66538
Contact: Micheal G Bulk
Phone: 785-336-2148
Email: mikeb@fairviewmills.com

Hahn & Phillips Grease 
Co., Inc.
913 N Odell Ave
Marshall, MO  65340
Contact: Nathan Hahn
Phone: 660-886-9688
Email: office@
hahnphillipsgrease.com

IFF (Danisco Animal 
Nutrition)
1000 41st Ave. Dr. SW
Cedar Rapids, IA  52404
Contact: Gregory Puckett
Phone: 404-623-2303
Email: Gregory.R.Puckett@iff.
com

The Peterson Company
5713 Venture Park Drive
Kalamazoo, MI  49009
Contact: Leigh Ann Sayen
Phone: 269-350-2900
Email: leighanns@
thepetersoncompany.com

Laboratory/Testing

Food Safety Net 
Services, Ltd
199 W. Rhapsody
San Antonio, TX  78216
Contact: Brittany Shupe
Phone: 210-308-0675
Email: brittany.shupe@fsns.com

Foss North America
8091 Wallace Rd
Eden Prarie, MN  55344
Contact: Denise Van Asten
Phone: 800-547-6275
Email: dvanasten@fossna.com

Midwest Laboratories
13611 B Street
Omaha, NE  68144
Contact: Megan Fonfara
Phone: 402-337-7770
Email: contactus@ 
midwestlabs.com

Other

Advantage Route, Inc.
5935 S Zang Street
Littleton, CO  80127
Contact: Andrew Kuneth
Phone: 516-633-8792
Email: AKuneth@
advantageroute.com

Anitox Inc.
1055 Progress Circle
Lawrenceville, GA  30043
Contact: Jose Ramirez
Phone: 678-376-1055
Email: jramirez@anitox.com

Assetwatch
4940 Blazer Parkway
Dublin, OH  43017
Contact: Auburn Meadows
Phone: 844-464-5652
Email: ameadows@ 
assetwatch.com

Calpine Energy Solutions
130 Voyage Mall
Marina del Rey, CA  90292
Contact: Gene Owens
Phone: 310-686-5702
Email: gene.owens@
calpinesolutions.com 

CRB Group
1251 NW Briarcliff Parkway, 
Suite 500
Kansas City, MO  64116
Contact: Jim Higley
Phone: 712-305-0018
Email: jim.higley@crbgroup.com

DCC Propane
1001 Warrenville Rd, 
Suite 350
Lisle, IL  60532
Contact: Reena Mistry
Phone: 630-658-9501
Email: reena.mistry@
dccpropane.com

Journey Construction
PO Box 770
North Sioux City, SD  57049
Contact: Steve Wilen
Phone: 605 232-4000
Email: swilen@
journeyconstruction.com

Nicholas Meat LLC
508 East Valley Rd.
Logantown, PA  17747
Contact: Doug Nicholas
Phone: 570-971-4187
Email: dnicholas@
nicholasmeats.com

Nitta Gelatin NA
598 Airport Blvd Suite 900
Morrisville, NC  27560
Contact: Dean Willard
Phone: 909-238-3300
Email: d.willard@nitta-gelatin.com

Olymel S.E.C.
1620, boulevard de 
Montarville
Boucherville, QB  J4B 8P4
Contact: Vincent Guimont-
Hebert
Phone: 438-468-4495
Email: VincentGuimontHebert@
olymel.com

Southwest Hide Co.
9207 W. Blackeagle Drive
Boise, ID  83709
Contact: Ozzy Moreno
Phone: 209-577-5721
Email: omoreno@swhide.com

Unison Energy, LLC
22 W Putnam Avenue, 
2nd Floor
Greenwich, CT  06830
Contact: Leslie Meyer
Phone: 914-301-7676
Email: Leslie.meyer@
Unisonenergy.com

Validus (A division 
of Where Food Comes 
From Inc)
3331 109th Street
Urbandale, IA  50322
Contact: Ariana Shnurman
Phone: 515-278-8002
Email: shnurmana@
validusservices.com

Williams Mullen
1441 Main Street Suite 1250
Columbia, SC  29201
Contact: Ethan Ware
Phone: 803-567-4610
Email: eware@ 
williamsmullen.com

Storage/Transportation

Los Angeles Harbor 
Grain Terminal
2422 E. Sepulveda Blvd.
Long Beach, CA  90810
Contact: Dwight Robinson
Phone: 562-595-7559
Email: drobinson@lahgt.com

Trade Association

American Association 
of Meat Processors
1 Meating Place
Elizabethtown, PA  17022
Contact: Abbey Davidson
Phone: 717-287-3780
Email: abbey@aamp.com

American Feed Industry 
Association
2101 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 810
Arlington, VA  22201
Contact: Constance Cullman
Phone: 703-650-0142
Email: ccullman@afia.org

Pet Food Institute
1020 19th Street NW, 
Suite 225
Washington, DC  20036
Contact: Elise Fennig
Phone: 202-791-9433
Email: elise@petfoodinstitute.org

Poultry Protein Fat Council
1530 Cooledge Road
Tucker, GA  30084
Contact: Paul Bredwell
Phone: 678-514-1973
Email: pbredwell@uspoultry.org

Trailers/Transportation

Brown Industrial Inc.
311 W. South Street 
PO Box 74
Botkins, OH  45306-0074
Contact: Craig D Brown
Phone: 937-693-3838
Email: craig@ 
brownindustrial.com

Clement Industries/ 
HilBilt Mfg
PO Box 914
Minden, LA  71058
Contact: Ian Swint
Phone: 713-384-3515
Email: iswint@clementind.com

Integrated Trailer 
Controls,LLC
424 Moonhill Dr., Suite A
Schuylkill, PA  17972
Contact: Chuck Pishock
Phone: 570-691-6961
Email: chuck.pishock@gmail.com

J.B. Hunt Ag Services
615 J.B.Hunt Corporate Drive
Lowell, AR  72745
Contact: John Putnam
Phone: 205-234-3418
Email: john.putnam@jbhunt.com

Jaguar Transport
202 Whispering Book
Nicholasville, KY  40356
Contact: Sam Terral
Phone: 513-317-2474
Email: sterral@jag-transport.com

MAC Trailer Mfg
14599 Commerce St.
Alliance, OH  44601
Contact: Joe Dennis
Phone: 330-823-9900
Email: jdennis@mactrailer.com
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Onkens
PO Box 72
Easton, IL  62633
Contact: Gavin Urish
Phone: 309-562-7272
Email: gurish@onkens.net

Seven R Transportation
2913 Audrey Dr
Gastonia, NC  28054
Contact: Scott Harbin
Phone: 704-391-0694
Email: sharbin@sevenr.com

Summit Trailer, LLC.
2174 Fair Rd
Schuylkill Haven, PA  17972
Contact: Ian Swint
Phone: 713-384-3515
Email: iswint@clementind.com

Travis Body and 
Trailer Inc
13955 FM 529
Houston, TX  77041
Contact: Jeff Schopmeyer
Phone: 832-581-8621
Email: jschopmeyer@
travistrailers.com

Warren Equipment, Inc.
2299 US 92 East
Plant City, FL  33563
Contact: Robert Flavin
Phone: 813-754-7271
Email: rflavin@warrentrailers.com

2026 International Members

Brokers, Traders, 
Transporters, Exporters

Tracer Group Ltd.
18 Hristo Belchev Str.
Sofia,   1000
Contact: Olga Cvetanova
Phone: 359 78 901 813
Email: certification@
tracergroup.eu
Website: tracergroup.eu

Commodity Brokers/
Traders

Lionpro (L.J. Linen Ltd)
Antonijas str. 5
Riga,   LV-1010
Contact: Janis Kulikovskis
Phone: 371 67334780
Email: ljlinen@ljlinen.com

Equipment

De Smet Rosedowns Ltd 
- Desmet Ballestra North 
America
Cannon St.
Hull, East Yorkshire  HU2 0AD
Contact: 
Phone: 44-1482-329864
Email: sales@rosedowns.co.uk
Website: rosedowns.co.uk

JS Proputec A/S
Hvidevold 1
Hjoerring,   9800
Contact: Austin Angell
Phone: 45-98903566
Email: awa@jsproputec.com
Website: jsproputec.com

Keith Engineering (Sales) 
Pty. Ltd.
PO Box 149
Matraville, NSW  2036
Contact: William Trollope
Phone: 612-9852-1000
Email: admin@keitheng.com.au
Website: keitheng.com.au

Tencom Group SRL
Via per Formigine, 45
Castelnuovo Rangone, MO  
41051
Contact: Francesco Messori
Phone: 393387981392
Email: francesco@tencom-
group.com
Website: tencom-group.com

Other

Fastmarkets
8 Bouverie Street
London,   EC4Y 8AX
Contact: Ryan Standard
Phone: 331-276-8227
Email: ryan.standard@
fastmarkets.com

Pet Foot and 
Feed Ingredients

Balanceados Campo S.A. 
BALCAMSA
Km 10 via Daule
Guayaquil, Guayas  
Contact: Julio Roberto 
Campozano Centeno
Phone: 593999613155
Email: gerencia@balcamsa.com

Proteinas Marinas y 
Agropecuarias
Calle Dos Cañas 2775
Guadalajara, Jalisco  44470
Contact: Lilia Marin
Phone: +52 333-1152552
Email: Liliamarin@protmagro.com
Website: protmagro.com

Prozyn Ind e Com LTDA
Rua Dr. Paulo Leite de 
Oliveria, 199
Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo  
5551020
Contact: Marcio Ribeiro Nunes
Phone: 55 11 3732000
Email: contato@prozyn.com.br
Website: prozyn.com.br

Trade Groups

AMEXPRESO
Calle 2 #21 col. Rustica
Xalostoc, Ecatepec  
Contact: Marco Gallardo Virgil
Phone: 55-575-50303
Email: mgallardo@igd.com.mx

Camara de Subproductos 
Ganaderos
25 de Mayo 347,  5* piso 
oficina 556
Buenos Aires,   C104AAE
Contact: Daniel Di Pardo
Phone: 54-11-5258-0997
Email: ddipardo@
camsubprodganaderos.com.ar
Website: 
camsubprodganaderos.com.ar
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412 Georgia Avenue, Suite 300  |  Chattanooga, TN 37403   |  800.782.0233  |  www.zeecompany.com

Zee Company Water & Energy 
Zee Company’s Water & Energy division is designed to find a way forward for you that both maximizes your 
bottom line and is protective of the earth. You’ll find us partnering closely with other members of Vincit Group to 
approach wastewater and similar problems from every angle possible. 

We will provide world-class service that includes regularly scheduled service visits and chemical testing, ensuring 
that EPA, USDA, OSHA, state, and local regulations are met—especially in the event of an unexpected change.

Industries We Serve

DATA CENTERS

HEALTHCARE

CHEMICAL PLANTS

PROTIEN PROCESSING

INDUSTRIAL MANUFACTURING

Services Include

WASTEWATER TREATMENT

BOILER TREATMENT

COOLING AND PROCESS WATER TREATMENT 

REVERSE OSMOSIS

SCRUBBER TREATMENT

WATER CHEMISTRY SOLUTIONS 

THAT WORK
To remain a viable contributor to the modern economy,  
you must have a comprehensive plan for boiler, cooling, 
scrubbers and wastewater. 

3D Corporate Solutions....15
A. Epstein and Sons 
International...................16
AB Enzymes Inc..............18
AC Corporation..............16
Advanced Marketing 
Group...........................14
Advantage Route, Inc.......18
Agri Trading...................14
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Engineering, Inc..............16
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AMEXPRESO..................19
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Caldic USA....................16
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Ganaderos....................19
CCI Chemical................16
Centrisys Corporation......17
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CFS North America LLC - 
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Hahn & Phillips 
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Integrated Trailer 
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Marubeni American 
Corporation...................15
Mid-South Milling 
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MPB Commodities...........15
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Nicholas Meat LLC..........18
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Prozyn Ind e Com LTDA....19
R.F. MacDonald Co.........17
Rangen Group................15
Reid Engineering 
Company Inc.................16
Relco............................17
Roll Rite LLC....................17
Saint Paul Commodities....15
Scan American Corp.......17
Scoular..........................15
Sealing Equipment 
Products Co.  Inc.............17
Sentrimax Centrifuges.......17
Separator Technology 
Solutions........................17
Separator’s Inc................17

Seven R Transportation.....18
ShurGreen Organic 
Recycling.......................15
Southwest Hide Co.........18
Sturtevant Inc..................17
Summit Trailer, LLC...........18
Sustainable Sourcing LLC..15
Tencom Group SRL..........19
Terramar........................15
The Dupps Company.......17
The Peterson Company.....18
Titus Manufacturing LLC....17
Tracer Group Ltd.............19
Travis Body and Trailer Inc.18
TRI-MER CORP................16
Trucent Inc......................18
Unison Energy, LLC..........18
Uzelac Industries Inc........17
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From Inc).......................18
VanAire Inc....................16
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412 Georgia Avenue, Suite 300  |  Chattanooga, TN 37403   |  800.782.0233  |  www.zeecompany.com

Zee Company Water & Energy 
Zee Company’s Water & Energy division is designed to find a way forward for you that both maximizes your 
bottom line and is protective of the earth. You’ll find us partnering closely with other members of Vincit Group to 
approach wastewater and similar problems from every angle possible. 

We will provide world-class service that includes regularly scheduled service visits and chemical testing, ensuring 
that EPA, USDA, OSHA, state, and local regulations are met—especially in the event of an unexpected change.

Industries We Serve

DATA CENTERS

HEALTHCARE

CHEMICAL PLANTS

PROTIEN PROCESSING

INDUSTRIAL MANUFACTURING

Services Include

WASTEWATER TREATMENT

BOILER TREATMENT

COOLING AND PROCESS WATER TREATMENT 

REVERSE OSMOSIS

SCRUBBER TREATMENT

WATER CHEMISTRY SOLUTIONS 

THAT WORK
To remain a viable contributor to the modern economy,  
you must have a comprehensive plan for boiler, cooling, 
scrubbers and wastewater. 
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Why Join NARA?
Because access, advocacy, and insight matter.

Join the companies powering rendering.

As a NARA member, you gain:
•Access to 180+ rendering facilities across North America.
•Representation on Capitol Hill and engagement with the EPA.
•Invitations to industry-defining meetings and events.
•Exclusive data, technical resources, and regulatory updates.
•Global trade support and export advocacy.
•A direct connection to the full rendering industry — from plants to partners.

Amy Moulden | amoulden@nara.org

North American 
Renderers Association
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WaBo bodies and trailers are available in aluminum, 409SS, and steel.  Our complete line of rendering equipment 
includes bucket, container grease, vacuum, vacuum barrel, combination, deadstock, end dumps and custom units.  
Our success is founded on listening to our customers’ needs and feedback.  Please give us a call for all your 
equipment needs.  We thank you for many years of support, and look forward to many more.

 Brown Industrial, Inc.
311 W. South St  •  Botkins, OH 45306

937-693-3838
www.brownindustrial.com
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T he rendering industry has always depended heavily 
on experience. For decades, much of the knowledge 
required to operate and maintain rendering systems was 
passed from one generation to the next through hands-

on training, observation and years of plant-floor experience. 
While that foundation remains critically important, the 

industry now faces a growing challenge: Experienced personnel 
are becoming harder to replace, and employee turnover 
continues to rise. That knowledge gap is real and many plants 
are feeling it, particularly at the supervisory and operator levels. 
The Dupps Customer Toolbox was developed in response to 
these challenges.

Centralized Resource
Rather than focusing on a single function, the toolbox 

combines several operational support elements into one 
centralized environment. Training resources, technical 
documentation, troubleshooting guidance, animations and 
plant support information are organized in a way that makes it 
easier to locate and understand.

The toolbox introduces two complementary pathways. The 
Dupps Vault is focused on supporting day-to-day operations 
through centralized access to information, troubleshooting 
tools and operational resources, while Dupps University 
focuses on workforce development through structured 
learning and operational training. Integration with existing 
systems via Single Sign On is also possible.

A Growing Knowledge Gap:
Supporting the Next Generation 
of Rendering Operations
By Richard Weeks, Director of  Dupps University, The Dupps Co.

Operational knowledge is one of the industry’s most valuable 
assets. Senior management teams may possess significant 
experience and an understanding of processes. However, many 
supervisors, operators and maintenance personnel entering the 
industry today often lack the same depth of exposure. Closing 
that gap is very difficult, as facilities must balance production 
demands, safety expectations, operational consistency and 
workforce development.

Training Beyond 
‘Once-and-Done’

The Dupps team has developed a training program for an 
industry in which comprehensive operational training resources 
have traditionally been in very short supply. Dupps University 
addresses this through 14 e-learning chapters that guide 
personnel through foundational and advanced operational 
topics while recognizing achievement milestones along the way. 
To date, we have enrolled more than 1,000 participants across 
the rendering industry.

Interactive learning modules and visual process explanations 
can help newer employees better understand the “what, why 
and how” behind rendering operations. At the same time, 
experienced personnel can use those same tools as reference 
material or refresher training when needed. In addition, many 
customers request on-site training to reinforce key concepts 
through classroom sessions and hands-on, plant-floor instruction.
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Preserving Tribal 
Knowledge

Troubleshooting support is another 
area receiving increased attention. 
In many plants, troubleshooting has 
traditionally relied heavily on tribal 
knowledge and personal experience. 
“Tribal knowledge” is undocumented 
know-how possessed by a select group of 
people within a company or organization. 

While that knowledge remains 
invaluable, digital support tools can 
help organize information in a more 
consistent and accessible format. This can 
assist personnel in identifying potential 
causes, reviewing operating principles 
and understanding system relationships 
more effectively.

Visual learning tools are becoming 
increasingly valuable within rendering 
training environments — particularly for 
employees who are newer to the industry. 
One recent participant summarized the 
value of the Dupps Customer Toolbox 
this way: “The clear descriptions, 
explanations and animations make this 
material extremely understandable for 
a variety of learning styles.”

That observation highlights an 
important reality facing rendering training 
environments. Plants are increasingly 
staffed by employees with varying 
backgrounds, experience levels, language 
barriers and learning preferences. The 
challenge is no longer simply access to 
information. The challenge is making 

information understandable, accessible 
and usable across all these hurdles.

Like most technical disciplines, 
rendering knowledge is not mastered 
in a single sitting. It develops over time 
through repetition, reinforcement, 
experience and practical application. For 
that reason, the toolbox was intentionally 
designed not as a one-and-done training 
event but as an ongoing operational 
resource for reference, reinforcement 
and long-term workforce development.

Rendering remains a hands-on 
industry where experience matters. 
Systems such as the Dupps Customer 
Toolbox are not intended to replace 
plant-floor mentoring or operational 

expertise. Digital platforms are simply 
becoming another tool to help preserve 
tribal knowledge and support operational 
consistency.

Simplicity Matters
In practice, even the best information 

has limited value if people cannot access 
it quickly, understand it clearly and 
apply it consistently. Plant personnel 
do not have time to navigate overly 
complicated systems while responding 
to operational demands. Information 
must be organized clearly, accessible 
quickly and presented in a practical 
format. Often, simplicity matters even 
more than the information itself.

In the end, the future of rendering 
operations will still depend on people. 
The difference is that those people will 
have better tools to help knowledge 
move faster, more consistently and more 
effectively throughout the plant.� R

Editor’s note: To learn more about the 
Dupps Customer Toolbox or explore 
participation options, scan the QR code 
below.
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F or anyone following 
the market this year, 
it is hard not to notice 
how different things 

feel compared to 12 months 
ago, especially in fishmeal 
and poultry meal. A year ago, 
the market was still trying 
to digest the uncertainty 
surrounding “Liberation 
Day” tariffs, shifting trade 
flows and creating softer 
demand in many markets. 
Fast forward a year and 
we are looking at a much 
tighter market driven by 
a combination of bullish 
factors that have hit at the 
same time. 

Peru Sneezes
In my opinion, the biggest story has been Peru, which 

accounts for roughly 20% of global fishmeal production. 
Anchoveta, or Peruvian anchovy, represents approximately 77% 
of all fish caught there. Most people in our industry understand 
that Peru is critical to global fishmeal supply, but it’s easy to 
underestimate just how much the country’s anchovy season 
influences the broader feed market. As one of my colleagues 
recently told me, “When Peru sneezes, the world catches a 
cold.” This is what we are seeing now. 

Earlier this year, Peru announced its first anchovy quota 
at 1.91 million metric tons (mt), the lowest first-season 
quota in more than a decade — 36% of last year’s 3 million 
mt quota. This alone would be a reason for bullish prices. 
Then came more issues. The catches have started slower 
than expected, and concerns about the amount of juvenile 
fish continue to create uncertainty about how much will 
actually be harvested. 

Fishmeal prices reached a record high in the past few months. 
Due to high prices and lack of availability, nutrition teams have 
begun looking at alternatives, which naturally brings more 
attention to poultry meal. Although fishmeal is still the preferred 
ingredient in most aquafeed diets due to its digestibility and 
palatability, poultry meal continues to become a more attractive 
option. This has helped push poultry meal prices higher over 
the past several months. 

El Niño
A big part of the Peru story comes back to the naturally 

occurring climate phenomenon known as El Niño, which brings 
warmer waters to Peru’s coastline and disrupts the colder 
currents that normally help sustain large anchovy populations. 
When the waters get too warm, anchovies tend to move 
deeper offshore, fishing becomes more difficult and biomass 
declines. Biomass refers to the total weight of a specific fish 
population within a defined ecosystem at a given time. This 
situation often leads regulators to take a more conservative 
approach on quotas. 

El Niño tends to show up every few years, and each 
year it is different. In 2023, Peru canceled its first fishing 
season entirely due to poor ocean conditions, which created 
significant disruption across global fishmeal markets. This 
year has not reached that point, but lower quotas and early 
concerns around catches have been enough to keep fishmeal 
prices near record highs. 

Also, fishing becomes more difficult. Regulators who set the 
quotas in Peru tend to become more conservative when there 
are concerns about smaller juvenile fish populations. 

Geopolitics
The recent conflict involving Iran has also added another layer 

of complexity to buyer behavior. During periods of geopolitical 
uncertainty, buyers tend to prioritize reliability over trying to 
save a few dollars. Many have become more comfortable locking 
in longer-term contracts simply because they want certainty 
around supply. Rising oil prices have also created concerns 
around freight costs. While freight has increased in several 
regions, the impact on U.S. exports has been less severe than 
in markets closer to the Persian Gulf.

What’s Next
Peru’s first anchovy season typically runs through July — or 

until the quota is fully harvested — so the market will continue 
watching catch rates closely. If catches improve, some of the 
pressure on fishmeal prices could ease. If not, fishmeal is 
likely to remain elevated, continuing to push buyers toward 
alternative sources. 

For buyers, it has been a challenging market to navigate. 
Just a few months ago, many were comfortably buying on a 
hand-to-mouth basis and waiting for lower prices. Today, many 
of those same buyers are having to rethink that strategy and 
secure coverage earlier than they would prefer. The next few 
months in Peru should provide a clearer picture of where the 
market goes from here.� R

From Peru to Poultry Meal: The 
Ripple Effect Across Feed Markets
Market conditions in Peru and the pending arrival of El Niño are setting the stage 
for poultry meal to be more attractive as a fishmeal replacement in aquafeed.
By Walter Lanza, Trade Unit Manager, Scoular
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From the Association  By Kent Swisher, NARA President and CEO

Celebrate the Wins

I
t has been a busy and productive spring at the North 
American Renderers Association, marked by significant, 
positive momentum across both the rendering and biofuels 
industries. In May, I had the opportunity to participate in 

a panel at the Fastmarkets Biofuels and Feedstocks Americas 
2026 conference titled “Securing Feedstocks in a Fragmented 
Global Market.” The panel featured representatives from a wide 

range of sectors, and I was struck by how much of the discussion 
centered on used cooking oil (UCO) and rendered fats.

Following the session, someone from a much larger feedstock 
organization jokingly remarked, “Yeah, we aren’t as sexy as you 
guys are.” That comment stayed with me because it perfectly 
captured how dramatically perceptions of our industry have 
changed. During my time at NARA, the rendering industry 
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GEA has introduced varipond® C, a new technical 
solution for decanter centrifuges used in rendering. 
It provides real‑time pond‑depth adjustment keeping 
separation consistently optimized for reliable results 
and higher efficiency.

Decanters equipped with varipond® C provide 
consistent separation for better quality and yields.  
It is available for:
•   2- and 3-phase separation of animal fats  

and proteins
•  2- and 3-phase DAF separation – oil recovery  

in wastewater

To learn more, email sales.northamerica@gea.com  
or scan the QR code.

GEA varipond® C: 
Adaptive control for 
variable feeds

Varipond is registered as a trademark in several countries worldwide.

has evolved from being viewed as the “hidden industry” to 
becoming one of the most important and talked-about sectors 
in the renewable fuels economy.

As someone who has always appreciated history, I have long 
been fascinated by the evolution of the rendering industry, 
which dates back to the late 1800s. For more than a century, this 
industry has continually adapted, reinvented itself and found 
opportunity in changing markets. We have always been an 
industry defined by resilience, overcoming the loss of traditional 
markets while creating entirely new ones. Even during my 23 
years at NARA, I have witnessed this transformation time and 
time again.

Several panelists and I reflected on our early days in the 
business, when yellow grease sold for roughly 7 cents per 
pound and sat at the very bottom of the value chain. Today, the 
exact opposite is true. The emergence of the biofuels market 
arrived at precisely the right time for renderers. Historically, 
the domestic market could not absorb all the rendered fat and 
UCO produced in the U.S., forcing more than 30% to 40% of 
production to be exported.

Today, demand from the biofuels sector has fundamentally 
reshaped that equation. Rendered fats now enjoy strong 
domestic demand, and the U.S. has become the preferred 
destination for low carbon-intensity (CI) feedstocks, including 
rendered fats and UCO. Over the past 50 years, rendered fats 
have been valued primarily for their low cost. Today, they are 
increasingly valued because they help lower CI scores and support 
the production of sustainable, domestically produced liquid 
fuels. In an era shaped by global uncertainty and energy security 
concerns, that role has become more important than ever.

At the same time, rendered meals continue to provide critical 
value to the aquaculture sector by helping reduce pressure on 
limited global fishmeal supplies. This is another example of how 
our industry continues to contribute to sustainability in ways that 
are often overlooked.

Thanks to several recent regulatory successes, particularly a 
strong renewable volume obligations (RVOs) under the federal 
Renewable Fuel Standard and a clearer path forward for 45Z, the 
overall tone of this year’s conference was far more optimistic than 
last year’s. Yet despite the progress, some attendees still seemed 
stuck in a doom-and-gloom mindset. I found myself thinking, 
“Can’t we just stop for a moment and celebrate our wins?”

There will always be future challenges, constraints and 
uncertainties to address. But considering the tremendous 
amount of work that went into achieving progress on both the 
RVO and 45Z fronts, this feels like an appropriate moment to 
recognize and celebrate what has been accomplished. There will 
be plenty of time to tackle the next set of issues.

I will close by giving a well-deserved shoutout to Clean Fuels 
Alliance America, as well as the many stakeholders whose 
hard work, persistence and advocacy have helped shape the 
biomass-based diesel industry into what it is today. I also want 
to recognize the Trump administration for its support of the 
biofuels industry and for advancing policies that strengthen 
domestic renewable fuel production, enhance America’s energy 
security and create new opportunities for American agriculture 
and feedstock producers.� R
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Biofuels Bulletin By Ron Kotrba, Biobased Diesel Daily

Pump Up the Volume

In my column published two months ago in the April 2026 
issue of Render, I made a safe bet that, by this issue, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency would finalize Renewable 

Fuel Standard volumes for 2026 and 2027 — the last key federal 
policy piece needed to awaken the U.S. biobased diesel industry 
from its prolonged, detrimental slumber. 

In 2025, biodiesel and renewable diesel facilities were forced 
to shut down or run far below prior-year production levels due 
to market uncertainty. U.S. biodiesel production declined by 
one-third in 2025 compared to 2024, according to Clean Fuels 
Alliance America. Before the ink was dry on the April issue — 
or perhaps before it was even applied but after it was too late 
to stop the presses — EPA issued its long-awaited final rule, 
including several noteworthy changes to the program. 

The biomass-based diesel (BBD) renewable volume 
obligations (RVOs) for the final rule are even higher than 
what EPA proposed last June, which also exceeded industry 
expectations and represented the largest growth proposal for 
BBD in the 20-year history of the program. There are logical 
reasons, however, why EPA’s final BBD RVOs exceeded its 
proposal, which I outline below.

BBD RVOs for 2026-2027 were finalized in late March at 
8.86 billion renewable identification number (RIN) credits and 
8.95 billion RINs, respectively, representing the biggest jump 
for BBD in RFS history. “To meet the historic 2026 and 2027 
volume levels, EPA estimates that biodiesel and renewable 
diesel production and use will need to increase by over 60% 
compared to 2025 volumes,” the agency stated March 27 in 
the announcement of its final rule. 

With approximately 210 million RINs being reallocated for 
2026 and 250 million RINs being reallocated for 2027, the total 
applicable BBD RVOs for 2026 and 2027 are 9.07 billion and 9.2 
billion RINs, according to EPA.  

It is important to note that, last June, EPA proposed to issue 
all future RVOs in RIN equivalents. Up until now, all RVOs for BBD 
were in gallons while other biofuel RVOs were in RINs. One RIN 
is equal to one ethanol-equivalent gallon of renewable fuel. A 
gallon of biodiesel, for example, generates 1.5 D4 RINs.  

The proposal last June landed at 7.12 billion RINs for 2026 and 
7.5 billion RINs for 2027, which, at the time, the agency estimated 
would equate to approximately 5.61 billion gallons and 5.86 billion 
gallons, respectively. These were up from 3.35 billion gallons for 
2025 set by the previous administration, which was part of a highly 
disappointing three-year rule that dealt a devastating blow to the 
industry, as it fell far below what it could actually produce after 
the renewable diesel boom of the early 2020s. 

Coupled with other policy blunders and delays that have 
been discussed numerous times in this column, the low final 
volumes for 2023-2025 stifled the industry, the recovery from 
which is finally expected to occur thanks to this new final rule 
and other measures, such as clarity on the section 45Z clean 
fuel production credit. 

EPA’s volume estimation of 5.61 billion gallons and 5.86 
billion gallons for its 2026-2027 BBD RVO proposal last June, 
however, was based on a proposed RIN reduction for imported 
renewable fuel and renewable fuel produced from foreign 
feedstocks, as well as the proposed revised equivalence value 
for renewable diesel — both of which I discuss in further detail 
below.

 In its June 2025 proposal, EPA sought comments on 
modifying how many RINs a gallon of BBD could generate if 
it were derived from foreign sources. Specifically, the agency 
sought comment on amending RFS regulations so that imported 
biofuels and domestically produced biofuels made from 
imported feedstocks would only generate 50% of the RIN value 
relative to domestic biofuels and feedstocks. 

So, while 7.12 billion RINs was estimated to be around 5.61 
billion gallons last June, this was based on an average of 1.27 
RINs generated per gallon of BBD, which was much lower than 
the figure typically used in such a calculation. If the number 
were 1.5, for instance, then 7.12 billion RINs proposed in June 
would come out to the lower volume of 4.75 billion gallons 
rather than 5.61 billion gallons. 

Total Advanced Biofuel RVOs
The RFS program is set up with what’s called “nested” RVOs, 

meaning that BBD volumes are part of the overall advanced 
biofuel volumes, which in turn are nested under total renewable 
fuel RVOs. For total advanced biofuels under the RFS program, 
EPA proposed last June 9.02 billion ethanol-equivalent gallons/
RINs for 2026 and 9.46 billion RINs for 2027. This proposal was up 
from 7.33 billion RINs in 2025 set by the previous administration. 

In the final rule issued in late March, however, the agency 
set total advanced biofuel RVOs at 10.82 billion RINs for 2026 
and 10.98 billion RINs for 2027. With reallocation, the applicable 
2026 and 2027 total advanced biofuels are 11.1 billion and 
11.32 billion RINs.  

Reallocation
I’ve used the word “reallocation” here a few times, and this 

has been a long-standing issue of contention between obligated 
parties to the RFS — namely oil companies, or those who must 

With robust RFS volumes for 2026-2027 now finalized, the biobased 
diesel industry is ready to go full throttle after a prolonged period of 
capacity underutilization. 
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comply with RFS volume requirements — and biofuel producers. 
“Reallocation” refers to reallocating biofuel gallons that have 
been waived under the RFS program through small refinery 
exemptions (SREs) that EPA grants to obligated parties. 

When the agency grants SREs and does not reallocate them, 
this takes considerable biofuel volumes out of the equation, 
which undermines RVOs, the RFS and the stability the program 
is meant to provide biofuel producers and industry investment. 

The matter, however, has gotten more complicated over the 
years as oil companies have become some of the largest biofuel 
producers. But these corporations have done well at keeping 
their biofuel and petroleum businesses separate from each 
other, in terms of RFS compliance at least. By this I mean that, 
on the one hand, many of them continue to request SREs from 
EPA and oppose the reallocation of waived gallons while, on the 
other hand, they continue to invest in and produce biofuels, 
benefiting from higher RVOs under the RFS program that they 
once fought vigorously. 

Last September, EPA proposed how the agency may deal with 
reallocating volumes waived in August for compliance years 
2023 and 2024, and for 2025 SRE volumes not yet decided on. 
In that proposal, EPA said it would consider reallocating 100%, 
50%, none or somewhere in between. Naturally, biofuel groups 
were pushing for 100% reallocation while petroleum lobbies 
such as the American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers said, 
“the only lawful, acceptable number for RFS reallocation is zero.” 
In its final RFS rule in late March, EPA decided to reallocate 70% 
of waived SRE gallons from 2023-2025. 

“In this final rule, after considering relevant comments, data 
and analyses received from interested stakeholders on the Set 
2 proposals, we are finalizing a 70% partial reallocation of the 
2023-2025 exempted RVOs to the 2026 and 2027 compliance 
years,” EPA stated. “This partial reallocation is intended to 
prevent the 2023-2025 exemptions from significantly and 
negatively impacting biofuel demand in 2026 and 2027, while 

also recognizing the importance of the availability of carryover 
RINs to a liquid and smoothly functioning RIN market.” 

Equivalence Values
Another important decision made by EPA in its final RFS rule is 

the modification of equivalence values (EV) of renewable diesel, 
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) and their naphtha by-products. 
Renewable diesel has enjoyed a 1.7 EV — meaning for every 
gallon of renewable diesel produced, 1.7 D4 RINs are generated 
— while biodiesel was only allotted an EV of 1.5. The agency 
discounted biodiesel’s EV because of fossil-based methanol 
used in the manufacturing process, although it did not discount 
renewable diesel’s EV for its use of fossil-based hydrogen.  

In its final rule, EPA corrected for this oversight by lowering the 
renewable diesel EV from 1.7 to 1.5, while specifying SAF EV values 
at 1.5 and the biobased naphtha EV at 1.4. In its June proposal, 
EPA indicated it would look at reducing the renewable diesel EV 
from 1.7 to 1.6 while establishing SAF’s EV at 1.6. In both cases, 
the final EVs are lower than what the agency proposed. 

One organization that has been urging EPA for years to fix this 
oversight is the Sustainable Advanced Biofuel Refiners Coalition. 
“We are very glad that EPA chose to correct the inflated values 
in this rulemaking,” said SABR CEO Joe Jobe. “We are also 
glad to see that EPA addressed the inflated values for SAF and 
naphtha as well.” 

In the agency’s 2023 proposed “Set” rule, EPA acknowledged 
that renewable diesel EVs were inflated and that this is unfair 
to biodiesel. As a result, EPA proposed correcting them, but 
renewable diesel advocates argued against this, and the agency 
did not include a correction in the 2023 final rule. 

SABR noted that at a D4 RIN price of $1.60, the inflated EV 
for renewable diesel resulted in an advantage of 32 cents per 
gallon over biodiesel. “It is one of the primary reasons that 
renewable diesel has been cannibalizing biodiesel over the past 
few years,” SABR stated. 
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Rendered Products Are Safe.
As an essential link in the food chain, the rendering industry
is conscious of its role in the prevention and control of bacteria and viruses,  
to provide safe feed ingredients for livestock, poultry, aquaculture and pets. 
Every effort is made to ensure that cooking destroys microbes and that 
recontamination does not occur after the rendering process.  

Since 1985, the Animal Protein Producers Industry (APPI) has coordinated 
a program of education and laboratory testing for renderers to control 
potentially pathogenic bacteria. Now, APPI offers it's members training to 
comply with the Food Safety Modernization Act along with product testing 
to offer the most appropriate controls and practices to best assure safe 
products. Our advanced feed safety programs include strategies 
to control biological, chemical and physical hazards that can occur in 
animal production and processing systems. A concerted effort is made 
to foresee any hazard likely to occur and to build prevention of risk 
into manufacturing. Process controls in rendering verify that cooking 
temperatures control microbial and viral contamination. These programs 
also concentrate on recontamination prevention and biosecurity.   

More than 95% of rendered products in the U.S. and Canada are produced 
under principles in the Rendering Code of Practice or equivalent programs. 
If you are a customer — ask for these credentials and rest assured. If you 
are a renderer, make sure you take advantage of these excellent programs.

For information, contact Dara John at 660-277-3469 or 
djohn@nara.org or visit us on the web at https://nara.org/
biosecurity-and-appi/. APPI is a committee of the North 
American Renderers Association. 

Treatment of Foreign Fuel, 
Feedstocks 

While EPA proposed cutting the RIN value of imported 
BBD and domestically produced BBD made from foreign 
feedstock by 50%, the agency did not finalize this — yet. EPA 
announced that starting in 2028, foreign fuels and feedstocks 
will receive half the RIN value compared to domestic products, 
“providing American biofuel producers with time to prepare 
for the change while ensuring that American farmers benefit 
from the RFS program and American energy independence,” 
the agency stated.  

Final Volumes 
While it can be confusing converting BBD RINs to gallons 

now that EPA is issuing all RVOs in RINs, the agency provided 
adjusted volume equivalents for the final 2026-2027 BBD RVOs. 
For BBD’s 2026 RVO of 8.86 billion RINs, EPA said this equates 
to a volume of 5.4 billion gallons. For the 2027 BBD RVO of 8.95 
billion RINs, the agency provided the volume equivalence of 5.7 
billion gallons. EPA noted, however, that these requirements do 
not include the SRE reallocation volumes. 

EPA also said the projected supply of BBD to satisfy the 
2026 and 2027 RVOs is 6.07 billion gallons and 6.45 billion 
gallons, respectively. 

“The BBD and advanced biofuel volumes we are finalizing 
for 2026 and 2027 reflect the significant growth observed in 

the production of these fuels over the past several years and 
build off the volumes already achieved in the marketplace in 
previous years,” EPA stated in its final rule. “The final volume 
requirements reflect the projected growth in the domestic 
production capacity and supply of feedstocks, primarily soybean 
oil, with smaller projected increases in other feedstocks, 
including used cooking oil (UCO) and animal fats.” 

Max Production Ahead
A month after the final volumes were released, Donnell 

Rehagen, CEO of Clean Fuels Alliance America, commented on 
the rule and the effect he is already witnessing on the markets. 

“EPA’s final RVOs for 2026 and 2027 mark a turning point for 
the clean fuels industry,” Rehagen said. “We are already seeing 
stronger market signals, including increased value for soybeans 
and soybean oil following the rulemaking. The market is still 
working through the full impact, but the direction is clear. The 
outlook for feedstock demand is exceptionally strong, and for 
the first time, we are hearing widespread discussion of max 
production across the industry.” 

That level of confidence reflects a fundamental shift, 
according to Rehagen. “Now the focus shifts to execution,” 
he said. “We have the capacity, the feedstocks and the policy 
framework to deliver. With continued collaboration, we can 
exceed expectations, demonstrate even greater production 
capability, and make the case for strong, forward-looking RVOs 
that keep this industry and rural America moving ahead.”� R
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Rendered Products Are Safe.
As an essential link in the food chain, the rendering industry
is conscious of its role in the prevention and control of bacteria and viruses,  
to provide safe feed ingredients for livestock, poultry, aquaculture and pets. 
Every effort is made to ensure that cooking destroys microbes and that 
recontamination does not occur after the rendering process.  

Since 1985, the Animal Protein Producers Industry (APPI) has coordinated 
a program of education and laboratory testing for renderers to control 
potentially pathogenic bacteria. Now, APPI offers it's members training to 
comply with the Food Safety Modernization Act along with product testing 
to offer the most appropriate controls and practices to best assure safe 
products. Our advanced feed safety programs include strategies 
to control biological, chemical and physical hazards that can occur in 
animal production and processing systems. A concerted effort is made 
to foresee any hazard likely to occur and to build prevention of risk 
into manufacturing. Process controls in rendering verify that cooking 
temperatures control microbial and viral contamination. These programs 
also concentrate on recontamination prevention and biosecurity.   

More than 95% of rendered products in the U.S. and Canada are produced 
under principles in the Rendering Code of Practice or equivalent programs. 
If you are a customer — ask for these credentials and rest assured. If you 
are a renderer, make sure you take advantage of these excellent programs.

For information, contact Dara John at 660-277-3469 or 
djohn@nara.org or visit us on the web at https://nara.org/
biosecurity-and-appi/. APPI is a committee of the North 
American Renderers Association. 

For more information, contact Amy Moulden at 
amoulden@nara.org or 681-534-6232. Or find APPI online 
at nara.org/biosecurity-and-appi.
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appi Animal Protein Producers Industry 

P.O. Box 132, 1143 C.R. 1123      Huntsville, MO  65259 
Telephone:  660-277-3469   FAX:  660-277-3466  www.animalprotein.org 

2025 APPI Active Members/Participants 
Rendering plants that have completed the required 
testing for the 2025 APPI TESTING PROGRAM 

AB Foods LLC,    Toppenish, WA 
Agpack LLC,    Sanford, NC   
American Proteins, Inc. 
     American Proteins, Inc.,   Cumming, GA 

  American Proteins, Inc.,   Cuthbert, GA 
     American Proteins, Inc.,   Plant B, Hanceville, AL 
 Ampro Products, Inc. 
     Ampro Products, Inc.,   Aliceville, AL 
     Ampro products, Inc.,   Cuthbert, GA 
     Ampro Products, Inc.,   Dawsonville, GA 
     Ampro Products, Inc.,   Muscatine, IA 
     Ampro Products, Inc.,   Pickensville, AL 
Baker Commodities, Inc. 
     Baker Commodities, Inc.,   Kerman, CA 
     Baker Commodities, Inc.,   North Billerica, MA 

 Baker Commodities, Inc.,   Phoenix, AZ 
     Baker Commodities, Inc.,   Seattle, WA 
BHT Resources,    Bessemer, AL 
Boyer Valley Co,   Arion, IA 
Cargill Meat Solutions  

 Cargill Meat Solutions,   Dodge City, KS 
 Cargill Meat Solutions,   Friona, TX 
 Cargill Meat Solutions,   Ft. Morgan, CO 
 Cargill Meat Solutions,  Highriver, Alberta, Canada 
 Cargill Meat Solutions,  Schuyler, NE 
 Cargill Meat Solutions,    Wyalusing, PA 

Caviness Beef Packers,    Hereford, TX 
Clemens Food Group 

 Clemens Food Group,  Coldwater, MI  
      Clemens Food Group,    Hatfield, PA 
Coastal Protein,    Godwin, NC 
CS Beef Packer,    Kuna, ID     
DaPro, LLC,    Huron, SD   
Darling Ingredients, Inc. 
    Darling Ingredients Canada,    Dundas, Ontario, Canada 
     Darling Ingredients Canada,    Hickson, Ontario, Canada 
     Darling Ingredients Canada,    Moorefield, Ontario, Canada 
    Darling Ingredients Canada,    Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

 Darling Ingredients, Inc.,    Amarillo, TX  
 Darling Ingredients, Inc.,   Bastrop, TX 

     Darling Ingredients, Inc.,  Berlin, WI 
     Darling Ingredients, Inc.,  Blue Earth, MN 
    Darling Ingredients, Inc.,   Butler, KY   
     Darling Ingredients, Inc.,  Clinton, IA 
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      Clemens Food Group,    Hatfield, PA 
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	 The Animal Protein Producers Industry oversees biosecurity 
programs for the North American rendering industry. APPI 
programs feature ways to manage biological, chemical and 
physical hazards, and how to comply with changing feed 
regulations. APPI is a committee within the North American 
Renderers Association and membership is open to all renderers.
	 APPI’s mission is to assist member companies in 
manufacturing safe products. The Rendering Code of Practice 
corresponds very closely to biosecurity initiatives taking place 
throughout the entire food chain and furthers the concept of 
“safe feed — healthy livestock; safe food — healthy people.” 
With intense scrutiny on all feed ingredients, the development 
of the Rendering Code of Practice years ago by renderers 
demonstrates great foresight. Leaders in the rendering industry 
participate in this code of practice, with a list of participating 
companies available at nara.org/biosecurity-and-appi. The 

certification process includes independent third-party audits 
and aligns with the American Feed Industry Association Safe 
Feed/Safe Food Certification Program. Certifying with the latest 
version of the Rendering Code of Practice:
     • �Assures customers that a renderer is a verified safe supplier.
     • �Ensures compliance with the Food Safety Modernization Act.
     • �Offers a single audit for recognition by two well-known 

programs.
     • �Helps employees take pride in their work.
     • �Identifies opportunities for continuous improvement.
	 APPI will continue to develop innovative programs to 
promote the safety of animal proteins and feed fats through 
testing, continuing education and training, and collaborative 
research. When new regulations are issued APPI programs will 
be adjusted to keep participants up to date and in compliance.

Plant Name City State
AB Foods LLC Toppenish WA
Agpack LLC Sanford NC
American Proteins, Inc. Cuthbert GA
American Proteins, Inc. Cumming GA
American Proteins, Inc. Plant B Hanceville AL
Baker Commodities, Inc. N. Billerica MA
Baker Commodities, Inc. Phoenix AZ
Baker Commodities, Inc. Seattle WA
BHT ReSources Bessemer AL
Boyer Valley Company Arion IA
Cargill Dodge City KS
Cargill Friona TX
Cargill Ft. Morgan CO
Cargill High River AB
Cargill Schuyler NE
Cargill Wyalusing PA
Case Farms - Farmerville Farmerville LA
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Pilgrim's Pride Corporation Mt. Pleasant TX
Pilgrim's Pride Corporation Mt. Pleasant TX
Pilgrim's Pride Corporation Sumter SC
Pilgrim's Pride Corporation (was Mountain View Rendering) Edinburg VA
Protein Products, Inc. Sunflower MS
Sacramento Rendering Company Sacramento CA
Sanimax Winder GA
Sanimax - Green Bay Green Bay WI
Sanimax ACI Charny QC
Sanimax lom Inc. Montreal QC
SF Rendering Centreville NS
Simmons Animal Nutrition Southwest City MO
Smithfield Foods Inc. Clinton NC
Smithfield Foods Inc. Crete NE
Smithfield Foods Inc. Denison IA
Smithfield Foods Inc. Godwin NC
Smithfield Foods Inc. Milan MO
Smithfield Foods Inc. Monmouth IL
Smithfield Foods Inc. Sioux Falls SD
Smithfield Foods Inc. Tar heel NC
Smithfield Package Meats Corp.(was KC Sausage Comp LL C) Des Moines IA
Standard Fertilizer Co. Greensburg IN
Tyson Foods - Ampro Aliceville AL
Tyson Foods - Ampro Cuthbert GA
Tyson Foods - Ampro Dawsonville GA
Tyson Foods - Ampro Gainesville, GA GA
Tyson Foods - Ampro Muscatine IA
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Tyson Foods - River Valley Animal Foods Texarkana AR
Tyson Fresh Meats Amarillo TX
Tyson Fresh Meats Columbus Junction IA
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Tyson Fresh Meats Hillsdale IL
Tyson Fresh Meats Holcomb KS

Pilgrim's Pride Corporation Moorefield WV
Pilgrim's Pride Corporation Mt. Pleasant TX
Pilgrim's Pride Corporation Mt. Pleasant TX
Pilgrim's Pride Corporation Sumter SC
Pilgrim's Pride Corporation (was Mountain View Rendering) Edinburg VA
Protein Products, Inc. Sunflower MS
Sacramento Rendering Company Sacramento CA
Sanimax Winder GA
Sanimax - Green Bay Green Bay WI
Sanimax ACI Charny QC
Sanimax lom Inc. Montreal QC
SF Rendering Centreville NS
Simmons Animal Nutrition Southwest City MO
Smithfield Foods Inc. Clinton NC
Smithfield Foods Inc. Crete NE
Smithfield Foods Inc. Denison IA
Smithfield Foods Inc. Godwin NC
Smithfield Foods Inc. Milan MO
Smithfield Foods Inc. Monmouth IL
Smithfield Foods Inc. Sioux Falls SD
Smithfield Foods Inc. Tar heel NC
Smithfield Package Meats Corp.(was KC Sausage Comp LL C) Des Moines IA
Standard Fertilizer Co. Greensburg IN
Tyson Foods - Ampro Aliceville AL
Tyson Foods - Ampro Cuthbert GA
Tyson Foods - Ampro Dawsonville GA
Tyson Foods - Ampro Gainesville, GA GA
Tyson Foods - Ampro Muscatine IA
Tyson Foods - Ampro Pickensville AL
Tyson Foods - N. Alabama Blend Mill Cullman AL
Tyson Foods - Pine Bluff Blending Pine Bluff AR
Tyson Foods - River Valley Animal Foods Clarksville AR
Tyson Foods - River Valley Animal Foods Forest MS
Tyson Foods - River Valley Animal Foods Harmony NC
Tyson Foods - River Valley Animal Foods Robards KY
Tyson Foods - River Valley Animal Foods Scranton AR
Tyson Foods - River Valley Animal Foods Sedalia MO
Tyson Foods - River Valley Animal Foods Temperanceville VA
Tyson Foods - River Valley Animal Foods Texarkana AR
Tyson Fresh Meats Amarillo TX
Tyson Fresh Meats Columbus Junction IA
Tyson Fresh Meats Dakota City NE
Tyson Fresh Meats Hillsdale IL
Tyson Fresh Meats Holcomb KS
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T he first months of 2026 have been marked by technical 
preparation and strategic planning for an important year 
for the World Renderers Organization and the global 

rendering sector. 
A key priority has been WRO’s continued engagement with 

the World Organization for Animal Health, particularly regarding 
the Terrestrial Animal Health Code. After years of technical 
work with the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission, 
the February 2026 report (published in March) represented 
significant progress toward the recognition of rendered 
products within international animal health standards.

The report reflects advances in several disease chapters 
directly connected to international trade, including lumpy 
skin disease, Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis, sheeppox 
and goatpox. In these chapters, the inclusion, harmonization 
or further consideration of protein meal and rendered fats as 
safe trade commodities represents an important step toward 
a more consistent and science-based terrestrial code.

This progress builds on the work of the WRO Scientific 
Advisory Panel, which has provided WOAH with technical 
information on rendering processes, time and temperature 
parameters, sanitary barriers and the global relevance of 
rendered commodities. The main objective remains clear: 
Rendered products should be evaluated according to their 
processing conditions and demonstrated safety and not be 
subject to unnecessary restrictions based solely on the animal 
health status of the exporting country or zone.

Another important outcome was the indication that WOAH 
will begin work on clearer terminology and definitions for 
rendering, rendered fats and protein meal. For our sector, this 
is essential. Clear definitions in the terrestrial code can support 
countries in developing appropriate health certificates for the 
international trade of these commodities, reflecting the fact 
that protein meals and rendered fats are safe, highly processed 
products manufactured under controlled, sanitary conditions.

For WRO, this is both a technical and strategic milestone. 
Internationally accepted terminology will help reduce ambiguity, 
improve consistency among competent authorities and facilitate 
science-based trade of rendered products worldwide.

WRO continued its direct engagement with WOAH 
during the 93rd General Session of the World Assembly of 

WRO Activities January to April 
Delegates, held in Paris, France, in May. Joaquín Delgadillo and 
I represented the organization during this important week, 
following discussions on the terrestrial code and the recognition 
of rendered commodities under international animal health 
standards. Since the meeting was held after Render’s deadline, 
we will include more information in the next issue. 

In addition to its work with WOAH, WRO will continue to 
follow other international technical and regulatory platforms 
throughout 2026. These meetings are important opportunities 
to monitor regulatory developments, maintain dialogue with 
authorities and partners, and reinforce the role of rendering 
in safe trade, feed safety and sustainable livestock systems.

Among these activities, WRO will follow the agenda in Foz 
do Iguaçu, Brazil, where the Feedlatina regulatory workshop will 
take place July 28-29, followed by the 19th International Feed 
Regulators Meeting, July 30-31. These meetings will allow WRO to 
continue monitoring the evolution of feed regulations and sanitary 
requirements adopted by authorities from different regions.

WRO will also remain engaged with the United Nation’s Food 
and Agriculture Organization and its Livestock Environmental 
Assessment and Performance Partnership. After the successful 
publication of the Circular Bioeconomy Guidance and strong 
visibility achieved during the 2nd Global Conference on 
Sustainable Livestock Transformation, WRO will continue 
to participate in LEAP discussions and will attend the FAO 
Sustainable Livestock Week, Sept. 28-Oct. 2, in Rome. This 
will be another important opportunity to highlight rendering’s 
contribution to the sustainability of global livestock production.

The 2026 agenda will also include participation in these 
major rendering industry events:

•	EFPRA Congress, Tenerife, Spain, May 27-30.
•	REAM 2026, Mendoza, Argentina, Sept. 8-10.
•	�ARA International Symposium, Melbourne, Australia,  

Sept. 15-17.
•	NARA Annual Convention, Tucson, Arizona, Oct. 20-23.
Together, these events will provide important opportunities to 

strengthen cooperation among regional associations, exchange 
technical information and reinforce WRO’s role as the global voice 
of the rendering sector.� R
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EARLY BIRD TICKETS
ON SALE NOW

Australia's premier rendering event 
returns in 2026. 

The ARA International Symposium brings 
together the rendering supply chain for three 

days of ideas, connection and 
practical discussion.

As trade conditions shift and compliance 
pressures grow, the 2026 program will focus on 
how the industry is adapting and leading with 

purpose through science, policy and trade.

It is a unique opportunity to expand your 
knowledge, enhance your skills and connect 
with industry peers from around the world.

Be part of the conversation and help shape 
what is next for the rendering industry.

Learn and unite
Connect with experts from rendering, 
renewable fuels, agribusiness and market 
intelligence for three days of discussion, 
innovation and strategic connection.

Practical Value
From plant and export realities through 
to market dynamics and regulation, get 
grounded, practical learnings you can 
apply back at work.

Connect with industry
Meet renderers, exporters, regulators, 
researchers, technology suppliers and 
downstream users across three days of 
networking, Trade Hall conversations and 
relationship-building.

The big picture
Explore how rendering is responding 
to global pressure points across 
sustainability, compliance, trade and 
innovation and what that means for your 
business decisions.

GALA DINNER

A rare chance to experience one 
of Australia’s most iconic venues, 

with pre-dinner drinks in the 
Long Room and dinner in the 

Members Dining Room.
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Labor and the Law By Adam R. Young and Mark A. Lies II, Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Understanding OSHA and Tort Risks for Contractors, 
Staffing Agencies and Temporary Employees

M ulti-employer worksites are now the norm 
across construction, manufacturing, logistics, 
warehousing and countless service industries. Host 
employers rely on contractors, subcontractors, 

staffing agencies and temporary labor to meet operational 
demands. But with this blended workforce comes a complicated 
web of Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
obligations and potential tort liability — especially when an 
injury or fatality occurs.

Many employers assume that if a worker is not their employee, 
they are insulated from OSHA citations or civil lawsuits. That 
assumption is dangerously outdated. OSHA’s multi-employer 
doctrine and the limits of workers’ compensation exclusivity 
create real exposure for host employers and contractors alike. 
This article breaks down the key risks and how employers can 
protect themselves.

OSHA Applies to Any Exposed 
Employee — Not Just Your Own

One of the most misunderstood aspects of OSHA enforcement 
is that the agency does not limit citations to the employer who 
signs the injured worker’s paycheck. Under OSHA’s multi-
employer worksite policy, the agency can cite any employer who:

•	Creates a hazard.
•	Exposes workers to a hazard.
•	Corrects a hazard.
•	Controls the worksite where the hazard exists.
This means a host employer can be cited even if the injured 

worker is a contractor or temporary employee supplied by a 

staffing agency. If the host employer had the ability to detect 
or prevent the hazard — or if its own operations created the 
hazard — OSHA will hold it responsible. In practice, OSHA often 
cites multiple employers for the same incident and the same 
alleged violations. 

Workers’ Compensation 
Exclusivity Has Limits

Workers’ compensation laws generally protect employers 
from civil lawsuits by their own employees. But that protection is 
not universal and does not automatically extend to contractors, 
subcontractors, temporary employees supplied by staffing 
agencies, or employees of other companies working on the 
same site. If a host employer’s negligence contributes to an 
injury, that host employer may face tort claims from workers 
who are not on its payroll.

When Workers’ Comp 
Exclusivity Breaks Down

Even for a company’s own employees, exclusivity can be 
pierced in certain circumstances. While the specifics vary by 
state, courts have allowed civil suits in cases involving intentional 
acts, gross negligence, willful violations of safety laws and 
fatalities, where some jurisdictions allow wrongful‑death claims 
beyond workers’ comp benefits.

This means that a serious incident — especially a fatal one 
— can open the door to litigation that employers often assume 
is impossible.
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Staffing Agencies, Host 
Employers Share Responsibility

OSHA has repeatedly emphasized that staffing agencies 
and host employers are jointly responsible for protecting 
temporary workers. Under OSHA’s Temporary Worker 
Initiative, the company makes an effort to interview 
temporary workers and assess whether they are adequately 
trained and protected at the worksite. OSHA agencies 
generally expect:

•	Staffing agencies to provide general safety training.
•	Host employers to provide site‑specific hazard training or 

otherwise ensure workers are trained for the hazards at the site.
When an injury occurs, OSHA often cites both the staffing 

agency and the host employer. Meanwhile, the injured worker may 
pursue tort claims against the host employer, the contractor, or any 
other entity whose negligence contributed to the incident. Host 
employers are wise to seek training assertions or documentation 
relating to each staffing agency employee on-site.  

Fatalities: Highest‑Risk Scenario
Fatalities trigger mandatory OSHA reporting, police 

investigation, rapid OSHA investigation, increased likelihood of 
civil litigation, public scrutiny and potential reputational harm.

In fatal cases, plaintiffs’ attorneys frequently argue that the 
employer’s conduct exceeded ordinary negligence, attempting to 
bypass workers’ comp exclusivity. Even if the argument ultimately 
fails, the cost of defending such claims can be enormous.

Reducing OSHA, Tort Exposure
Employers operating multi-employer worksites should take 

proactive steps to reduce risk:
1) �Clarify Roles and Responsibilities in the Contracts
	 a. �Spell out who is responsible for training, supervision, 

hazard correction and personal protection equipment. 
	 b. �Use an OSHA contractor rider similar to our template 

(see authors’ contact information below). 
2) Conduct Joint Safety Orientations
	 a. �Ensure all workers — regardless of employer — receive 

consistent, site‑specific training in a language they 
understand (or with a bilingual employee present to 
interpret or answer questions).

3) Audit Contractor and Staffing Agency Safety Programs
	 a. �Do not assume staffing agency programs meet OSHA 

standards.
4) Document Hazard Corrections
	 a. �If you see a hazard created by another employer, 

document your efforts to correct or escalate it.
5) Coordinate Incident Response Plans
	 a. �A unified approach reduces confusion and liability after 

an incident.
6) Review Insurance Coverage
	 a. �Confirm that contracts and policies address shared risks 

and indemnification.� R

Editor’s Note: For more information, contact the authors at 
ayoung@seyfarth.com or mlies@seyfarth.com.
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A s I sit down at my desk to catch up after a busy few weeks, 
I find myself wondering how we are already nearing the 
halfway point of the year — and what to write for the 

June issue. I’m also coming up on my one-year anniversary with 
the North American Renderers Association, and as I reflect on 
that milestone I feel incredibly grateful to be part of this team.

Over the past year, I’ve been welcomed with open arms. My 
colleagues have generously shared their knowledge, especially 
in government affairs and international programs. While I spent 
six years working in the industry before joining the NARA staff, 
I see the value of membership differently now.

There is real value in being in the room.
Whether you are an active, associate or allied member, 

that value becomes clear at NARA events. I’ve witnessed it 
firsthand, most recently at the Spring Meeting in Chicago. I 
had the opportunity to speak with several new members who 
were immediately struck by the quality of the conversations, 
the strength of the network and the opportunities NARA 
provides. One was an allied member, the other an associate 
member. Notably, nearly half of this year’s attendees fell into 
those categories — something I was especially encouraged to 
see in my role as director of operations and member relations.

Being in the room means more than just attending a 
meeting. It means access to industry leaders, collaboration 
with competitors on shared challenges, and the opportunity to 
serve on committees and hear updates from across the globe. 
It is where ideas are exchanged, relationships are built and the 
future of the industry takes shape.

The Value of Being in the Room

Membership Matters By Amy Moulden, NARA Director of  Operations and Member Relations 

Recently, I asked members what they value most about 
NARA, and their responses were both thoughtful and telling. 
Michael Glenn, CEO of BHT ReSources and a former NARA chair, 
said, “For our company, NARA membership is indispensable 
in fueling our growth in the rendering industry. It delivers 
unparalleled technical expertise, seamless trade and export 
support, and proactive regulatory advocacy — empowering 
us to navigate challenges with confidence and stay ahead 
of evolving trends. Above all, it connects us with a powerful 
network of aligned companies, united in championing the 
issues that drive our collective success and innovation.” 

Craig Brown of Brown Industrial echoed a similar sentiment. 
“As a long-standing supplier to the industry and NARA member, 
we view our membership as an invaluable part of our industry 
involvement,” he said. “NARA provides the critical platform 
we need to help advocate for the rendering industry and 
ensures we are part of the solutions that drive its growth. It’s 
a very important membership for any company committed to 
the long-term success of this vital industry, as it helps us stay 
connected to our customers and their issues.” 

At NARA, our goal is to highlight the strength of our 
membership while continuing to grow and engage our 
community. If you would like to share your company’s 
perspective on the value of being in the room, I encourage 
you to reach out to me at amoulden@nara.org. Because when 
you’re in the room, you’re not just present — you’re part of 
something bigger.� R

June26Render.indd   40June26Render.indd   40 5/29/26   1:55 PM5/29/26   1:55 PM



www.rendermagazine.com	 Render June 2026 41

June26Render.indd   41June26Render.indd   41 5/29/26   1:55 PM5/29/26   1:55 PM



42  June 2026  Render	 www.rendermagazine.com

People, Places and ...

Vickers Passes Away
T. Owen Vickers Sr., 76, of Mountain Brook, Alabama, passed 

away April 5. Born in July 1949 in Lebanon, Tennessee, he 
was the son of the late M. Haber Vickers and Katherine Major 
Vickers. A third-generation leader in his family’s business, he 
attended Castle Heights Military Academy before graduating 
from the University of Alabama in 1971 with a degree in business 
administration and a member of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity.

Vickers began his career with Birmingham Hide & Tallow 
Co., Inc. (now operating as BHT ReSources) in 1965 and was 
elected chairman, CEO and president in 1985. Under his 
leadership, the company expanded its operations across 
Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi and Tennessee, serving 
customers from three production facilities while remaining 
committed to the family values of prompt service and fair 
market prices that had guided the business since the Vickers 
family acquired it in the mid-1930s.

In addition to his corporate responsibilities, he was an 
active real estate developer. His projects in central Alabama 
included condominiums, residential subdivisions, fast-food and 
bakery restaurants, grocery-anchored retail shopping centers, 
wholesale and industrial warehouses, and an automobile 
dealership complex. On Florida’s Gulf Coast, he developed 
several condominium projects, and he also created a high-end 
resort subdivision in Durango, Colorado.

He previously served as a director of The Bancorp and 
Vesta Insurance, was a board member and chair of the North 
American Renderers Association and served on the boards of 
several privately held companies and organizations, including 
Children’s Harbor. Vickers was a devoted family man and a 
longtime member of Church of the Highlands. He is survived 

by his wife of many years, Marsha Vickers; their four children, 
Tal Vickers (Julie), Lelie Wright (Trent), Joni Kniseley (Chris), and 
Maggie Schmidt (Caleb); and numerous grandchildren.

Meat Foundation Selects 
McCullough

The Meat Foundation announced Dr. KatieRose McCullough 
as its next president and chief scientist, succeeding Susan 
Backus, who has served the nonprofit organization in various 
roles for the past 27 years. McCullough will also continue to 
serve as the senior director for science and public health at 
the Meat Institute. She joined the trade association in 2017.

 McCullough has worked with the foundation for years 
to support student scholarships and help fund research on 
food safety, animal welfare, nutrition, worker safety and 
environmental sustainability. Backus will continue to focus on 
her role as vice president of regulatory and scientific affairs 
for the Meat Institute. She works on health and nutrition 
advocacy, which remains a major focus for the meat industry. 
She also serves as executive secretary of the Shelf-Stable Food 
Processors Association.

AFIA Promotions
The American Feed Industry Association promoted three 

key staffers. Gary Huddleston, formerly AFIA’s director of feed 
manufacturing and regulatory affairs, was promoted to senior 
director of feed manufacturing and regulatory affairs. Jessica 
Morse, formerly director of meetings and events, is now senior 
director of meetings and events. And Lynette Tucker, formerly 
manager of meetings and sponsorships, is now senior manager 
of meetings and sponsorships.� R

4 billion pounds
That’s how much used cooking oil (UCO) 
renderers recycle every year from food items 
like french fries into renewable fuels, safe 
and nutritious animal feeds and much more. 
#sustainability

Visit the North American 
Renderers Association 

at nara.org 
for more information 

about the benefits 
of rendering.
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Mark Your Calendar
June 2026
NARA Congressional Fly-In  
June 1-3, Washington, D.C. • nara.org/about-us/events

NARA Central Region Annual Meeting  
June 9-11, Galena, IL • nara.org/about-us/events

66th Annual Poultry Festival  
June 12-13, Rogers, AR • thepoultryfederation.com/events/
poultry-festival

American Feed Industry Association’s Feed Industry Institute  
June 15-18, Minneapolis, MN • afia.org/events/fii

APPI Code of Practice   
June 16, Springdale, AR • nara.org/about-us/events

APPI Laboratory Methods Training  
June 17, Springdale, AR • nara.org/about-us/events

State of the Science Summit  
June 16-18, Davis, CA • clear.ucdavis.edu

Global Alliance of Pet Food Associations Technical Congress 
and Annual General Meeting  
June 21-24, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada • gapfa.org/gapfa-events

Reciprocal Meats Conference  
June 21-24, Amarillo/Canyon, TX • meatscience.org/events-
education/rmc

Pet Food Alliance Technical Meeting  
June 24-25, Canyon, Texas • sites.google.com/rams.colostate.edu/
pet-food-alliance-2026-technic?usp=sharing

July 2026
Euro Fed Lipid Food    
July 2-3, Aveiro, Portugal • eurofedlipid.org/#mark-your-calendar

National Cattlemen’s Beef Association Summer Meeting  
July 12-14, Aurora, CO • ncba.org/events/summer-business-
meeting

American Society of Animal Science Annual Meeting  
July 19-23, Madison, WI • asas.org/meetings

19th International Feed Regulators Meeting  
July 30-31, Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil• ifif.org/our-work/project/
international-feed-regulators-meeting-ifrm

August 2026
Quarterly NARA Committee Meetings  
Aug. 13 • Virtual

National Safety Conference for the Poultry Industry  
Aug. 17-19, Destin, FL • uspoultry.org/programs/education/seminar

AAFCO Annual Meeting  
Aug. 26-28, San Diego, CA • aafco.org/events/meetings/annual/2026-
annual-meeting

September 2026
REAM/International Rendering Conference  
Sept. 8-10, Mendoza, Argentina • renderingamerica.com

21st Euro Fed Lipid Congress and Expo  
Sept. 12-15, Rotterdam, The Netherlands • eurofedlipid.org/ 
#mark-your-calendar

Australian Renderers Association Symposium  
Sept. 15-17, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia • ausrenderers.com.
au/en/symposium
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