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EN 14214 / ASTM D6751

Soybean Oil
Rape Seed / Canola Oil 

Sunfl ower Oil
Palm Oil

Jatropha Oil
Camelina Oil

Corn Oil
Cotton Seed Oil

Algae Oil
Used Cooking Oil

Yellow Grease
Trap / Brown Grease

Beef Tallow
Poultry Fat

Pork Fat
Leather Fat
Fatty Acids

PFAD
and others

BioDiesel

We build BioDiesel plants worldwide,
using our own technology.
Guaranteeing highest yield
 feedstock fl exibility
 best effi ciency
 no limits in FFA content.

The BDI Process leads to the lowest
position on the cost curve while avoiding
the food vs. fuel risk.

1…

and more to come soon.…30

Austria, 1991
9.000 t / 2.7 Mio US Gal

Austria, 1991
1.000 t / 300.000 US Gal

Austria, 1992
20.000 t / 6 Mio US Gal

Czech Republic, 1994
30.000 t / 9 Mio US Gal

Scotland, 2005
50.000 t / 15 Mio US Gal

Austria, 2006
95.000 t / 28.5 Mio US Gal

Spain, 2007
50.000 t / 15 Mio US Gal

Spain, 2008
200.000 t / 60 Mio US Gal

Lithuania, 2007
100.000 t / 30 Mio US Gal

Spain, 2008
200.000 t / 60 Mio US Gal

Austria, 2003
25.000 t / 7.5 Mio US Gal

Australia, 2007
50.000 t / 15 Mio US Gal

Denmark, 2007
50.000 t / 15 Mio US Gal

Germany, 2002
50.000 t / 15 Mio US Gal

Latvia, 2007
100.000 t / 30 Mio US Gal

Portugal, 2007
25.000 t / 7.5 Mio US Gal

Spain, 2002
6.000 t / 1.8 Mio US Gal

Germany, 2006
50.000 t / 15 Mio US Gal

Austria, 2007
25.000 t / 7.5 Mio US Gal

Norway, 2008
100.000 t / 30 Mio US Gal

Hong Kong, China, 2008
100.000 t / 30 Mio US Gal

Netherlands, 2009
100.000 t / 30 Mio US Gal

Germany, 2001
12.000 t / 3.6 Mio US Gal

Spain, 2006
25.000 t / 7.5 Mio US Gal

Germany, 2007
50.000 t / 15 Mio US Gal

Ireland, 2008
30.000 t / 9 Mio US Gal

USA, 1998
5.000 t / 1.5 Mio US Gal

Spain, 2006
25.000 t / 7.5 Mio US Gal

Spain, 2007
6.000 t / 1.8 Mio US Gal

Spain, 2008
100.000 t / 30 Mio US Gal Status August 2009

A benchmark: 
BDI Multi-Feedstock Technology.

See more at www.bdi-biodiesel.com
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What’s Up this Fall?

View from

Washington By Steve Kopperud
Policy Directions, Inc.
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	 Obama administration policy wonks 
– and congressional Democrat leader-
ship – are hunkered down, furiously 
trying to figure out how to keep this fall’s 
legislative rush to judgment from turning 
into a monumental cow pie. Their GOP 
brethren are rubbing their hands in glee, 
anticipating a groundswell of popular 
support that will sweep them to power 
a year from now. The rest of us are just 
scratching our heads. All three states of 
consciousness are legitimate. Only the 
head-scratching is particularly timely 
and/or justified. 
	 Congress will stay in session until 
some time in December to complete work 
on a list of policy priorities the Obama 
administration demands. President 
Barack Obama, House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi (D-CA), Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid (D-NV), and their lieutenants 
all understand seriously controversial 
legislation – and it seems just about 
everything on the calendar is controversial 
– never gets done in an election year, and 
2010 is shaping up to be a very important 
election year for both sides of the aisle. 
The good news is the list of legislative 
priorities is shrinking as legislative reality 
begins to rear its ugly head. 
	 Most of September will be taken up 
by fiscal year 2010 appropriations bills 
since both appropriations committee 
chairs vowed they’d pass all 13 spending 
bills before the new fiscal year began on 
October 1, 2009. Then the truly heavy 
lifting begins. 
	 The 800-pound gorilla is healthcare 
reform, the highest priority for the White 
House and Democrat leaders as witnessed 
by the president’s rare address to a 
joint session of Congress in September. 
Healthcare was one of President Obama’s 
lynchpin campaign issues and he’s 
obsessed with passing some form of 
reform this year. If victorious, he’d be 
the first president in 75 years to prevail 
on massive healthcare expansion.
	 The 1,018-page House bill notwith-
standing, this is a wide-open issue being 
slowly but ever more directly shaped 

by citizen public reaction to not only 
the bill’s price tag – a Congressional 
Budget Office estimated $1 trillion to 
$2 trillion – but also by what’s perceived 
to be the heart of the package, namely 
a government-sponsored competitor to 
private health insurance. The other major 
sticking point is whether to tax or penalize 
companies not offering healthcare plans. 
Also directly affecting how this bill 
evolves is the 2010 election and whether 
sitting members listen to constituents or 
decide they’ve got a higher moral calling 
and vote “what’s right for the country,” 
which will be pretty much decided by 
party leadership.
	 All decks are clear for the healthcare 
debate, but the wrangling could take 
weeks or months. The president’s 
September speech left unclear whether 
he’s willing to go back to square one 
and begin fashioning a new bill that 
follows his priorities while recognizing 
the concerns of the GOP, or whether he’ll 
try to massage some existing plan to look 
more like his vision of healthcare reform. 
He also claims he can pay for nearly all 
of his vision through waste control in 
Medicare, and multiplying the federal 
deficit is a non-starter for many critics. 
	 The first action will be in the Senate 
when the Senate Finance Committee 
takes up a money plan devised by 
Senator Max Baucus (D-MT), committee 
chair, and a member of the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
(HELP). Baucus talked tough when 
unveiling his plan just days before the 
president’s speech, saying he’d “go 
it alone” if he doesn’t get bipartisan 
support. This gives credence to talk 
on the street that the money side of 
healthcare reform may move as part of a 
budget reconciliation bill this fall, action 
needing only 51 votes to pass, not the 
60-vote supermajority needed for most 
other bills. But even with only a one-vote 
margin needed to pass, the votes still 
aren’t there at this writing as moderate 
and conservative members from both 
sides of the aisle – not to mention those 

just plain scared of the voters at home 
– will not commit to either side of the 
debate. The rest of the plan – program, 
mandates, options, etc. – would move 
as a separate bill or bills, and could wait 
until next year.
	 Next up is climate change/cap and 
trade legislation. This bill should have 
been ready for Senate committee action 
earlier this summer – given Pelosi 
and Representative Henry Waxman 
(D-CA) rammed their version through 
the House by one vote – but the White 
House signaled the hill to let it sit until 
healthcare reform is completed. This 
strategy decision came even as the White 
House continued to say it needed a federal 
greenhouse emissions program in order 
to impress other nations at a December 
2009 United Nations conference in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. The action also 
gives both opponents and supporters time 
to rally their constituents. 
	 The ugliness that escaped various 
business interests during the House 
battle is strongly under attack in the 
Senate by manufacturers, agriculture 
interests, small business, etc., namely 
the disproportionate economic impact 
of the cap and trade program on rural 
and agriculture interests, including food 
processors. The House bill also fails to 
recognize the need to provide to rural 
and ag interests a greater percentage of 
the emissions credits contemplated by a 
cap and trade program, critics say, and 
feed companies, food companies, and 
millers are scared silly over provisions 
that would allow producers to opt out of 
crop production, choosing to plant trees 
on farmland instead. Giving proponents 
heartaches are senators from the heavy 
coal states in the Midwest, South, and 
West who believe their states will lose 
big from anything that resembles the 
House-passed bill. 
	 Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), 
chair of the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works, and Senator John 
Kerry (D-MA), chair of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, were “ordered” 
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to have jointly drafted climate change 
legislation in the hands of their respective 
members by the end of August. That 
deadline has now slipped until at least the 
end of September. Further, there are four 
other committees, including the Senate 
Agriculture Committee, which must 
markup and approve whatever measure 
Boxer and Kerry come up with. Leader 
Reid has abandoned a September 28, 
2009, deadline to get the bill ready for 
floor action.
	 The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency will likely begin the long and 
arduous task for regulating greenhouse 
gas emissions now that it’s finalized its 
health “endangerment” finding on carbon 
dioxide. This rulemaking process takes 
some political pressure off Congress to 
act on climate change, and the agency has 
said it intends to only regulate “large” 
emitters, those shown to be belching into 
the air 24,000 tons or more per year.
	 Baucus, while hip deep in both 
healthcare reform and climate change, 
must also get his committee to act on 
routine and demanding tax issues, such 
as extending yet again a package of tax/
credit extensions, including those for 
biofuels, which involves animal fat-

based biodiesel. He’s signaled he’s ready 
to move the extenders, but he needs floor 
time, and he’s got to decide whether to 
move the extenders as a separate tax 
package or opt to move an extenders 
bill as part of other moving legislation, 
including the climate change bill if that 
develops momentum later this year.
	 Also pending is comprehensive 
food safety legislation. Again, the 
House has already passed its version of 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
authority reform, a bipartisan bill that 
was negotiated with industry. While the 
House bill is good, earlier bipartisan 
legislation introduced by Senator Richard 
Durbin (D-IL) is better, but needs the 
HELP committee to bless it for floor 
action. Again, the sticking point on these 
bills is their cost – both bills are massive 
expansions of FDA authority, paid for 
by new user fees for FDA registration, 
re-inspection, export certification, etc. 
The bills also mandate risk-based hazard 
control programs, new paperwork 
requirements, mandatory recall, and a 
host of FDA program tweaking. 
	 Food safety could be the fill-
in action for stalled healthcare or 
climate change legislation, meaning 

its schedule for consideration could be 
dramatically accelerated if both major 
priority packages flounder and floor 
time opens up. Also affecting how far 
Congress wants or needs to go on food 
safety reform is a White House working 
group on food safety, a joint effort 
of several departments and agencies 
with responsibility for keeping the 
nation’s food safe. This working group 
effort has been aggressive all summer 
and with some of the changes it’s 
wrought administratively, could signal 
a pared back food safety bill will hit the 
president’s desk. 

Changing of the Chairs
	 With the death of Senator Edward 
Kennedy (D-MA), chair of the HELP 
committee with oversight of all things 
related to FDA, food safety, labor, and so 
forth, the inevitable game of committee 
chairmanship musical chairs played 
out in mid-September, with Senator 
Tom Harkin (D-IA) taking over the 
reins at HELP. Harkin’s chair over at 
the Agriculture Committee is taken by 
Senator Blanche Lincoln (D-AR), a move 



Food and Feed Facilities Required to Report 
Potentially Dangerous Products Electronically

Newsline

8  October 2009 • Render	 www.rendermagazine.com

	 The U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) has opened its new 
Reportable Food Registry (RFR), an 
electronic portal that food and feed 
industry officials must use to alert 
the FDA quickly when they find their 
products might sicken or kill people or 
animals. The requirement, a result of 
food safety legislation passed in 2007 in 
part because of the melamine in pet food 
incident and other food recall situations, 
took effect with the launch of the portal 
on September 8, 2009.
	 Facilities that manufacture, process, 
or hold food or feed for consumption 
in the United States must now tell the 
FDA within 24 hours if they find a 
reasonable probability that an article 
of food or feed will cause severe health 
problems or death to a person or an 
animal. A “reportable food” is defined 
by FDA as one having the reasonable 
probability that the use of or exposure 
to would cause serious adverse health 
consequences or death in humans or 
animals. This includes any food, feed, 
ingredient, or pet food product. There 
are some exemptions described in 
a question and answer guide issued 
by FDA, available at www.fda.gov/
Food/GuidanceComplianceRegulatory 
Information/GuidanceDocuments/
FoodSafety/ucm180761.htm. 
	 The guide should be read carefully 
and evaluated to determine the need to 
file a reportable food.
	 The reporting requirement applies 
to all foods and animal feed regulated 
by the FDA, except infant formula and 
dietary supplements, which are covered 
by other regulatory requirements. Some 
examples of reasons a food or feed 
may be reportable include bacterial 
contamination, allergen mislabeling, 
or elevated levels of certain chemical 
components.
	 As  the  Na t iona l  Rendere r s 
Association understands it, FDA will 
treat routine animal feed ingredients the 

same as it has except 
for animal feed that 
may go into a human 
household, primarily 
pet food. A positive 
Salmonella test in food or feed that will 
be in a household is probably reportable. 
In normal commerce of feed ingredients, 
a company can reason that a feed 
ingredient batch testing positive (and in 
many cases the load is already long gone 
before the test results are determined) 
is not a significant risk because there 
is another kill step such as pelleting 
or extruding feed before the product is 
finished. 
	 The reporting requirements apply 
to any company that must submit 
registration information to the FDA for 
a food or feed facility that manufactures, 
processes, packs, or holds food or feed 
for human or animal consumption in 
the United States. The individual at the 
facility responsible for registration is 
termed a responsible party, who:
	 • must investigate the cause of the 
adulteration if the adulteration of food 
or feed may have originated with the 
responsible party;
	 • must submit initial information, 
followed by supplemental reports; and
	 • must work with FDA authorities 
to follow up as needed.
	 A responsible party is not required to 
report if it found the problem before the 
food or feed was shipped, and corrected 
the problem or destroyed the product. 
Facilities need only report incidences 
of contamination that rise to a “class 1 
recall” level, which the company will 
determine. 
	 While the question and answer guide 
left it unclear, industry representatives 
believe a responsible party’s obligations 
extend only to a particular article of food 
or feed that it manufactures, processes, 
packs, or holds, and that the product is 
reportable only where the responsible 
party has determined there is a reasonable 

probability that this 
particular article of 
food or feed will 
cause serious adverse 
health consequences 

or death to humans or animals.
	 FDA is required to contact the 
facility making the report and gather 
additional information to determine if 
the report is, in fact, about a reportable 
food or feed. If the FDA determines the 
product is a reportable food or feed, 
the agency will enter the product into 
the RFR, contact the facility for other 
information, set deadlines for the facility, 
and may issue public notices about the 
reportable food or feed to alert the public 
and protect the public health. Local, 
state, and other federal health officials 
may also report reportable foods or feeds 
to the electronic portal. 
	 FDA issued draft guidance on the 
RFR in June 2009 and sought comment. 
The agency also held three public 
workshops across the country in which 
FDA representatives explained the RFR 
requirements and how the portal will 
work. A Federal Register notice was 
issued September 8, 2009, announcing 
the opening of the RFR electronic portal 
and the availability of final guidance to 
assist the food and feed industries in 
complying with the RFR requirements.
	 Failure to report a reportable food 
or feed is a prohibited act under the RFR 
and federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act, and each firm must make the 
decision as to whether the food or feed 
is reportable. FDA intends to consider 
exercising enforcement discretion for 
a period of 90 days, until December 
8, 2009, in circumstances where FDA 
determines that a responsible party has 
made a reasonable effort to comply with 
the requirements of the RFR and act, and 
has otherwise acted to protect public 
health.
	 For more information, log on to 
www.fda.gov/reportablefoodregistry. R
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strongly supported by most ag groups. 
	 Speculation was Senator Christopher 
Dodd (D-CT), next ranking behind 
Kennedy on HELP, would give up his 
chair at the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs to take 
HELP. However, Dodd faces the tightest 
race of his career in a state that’s littered 
with insurance and financial companies, 
and their executives, and with Congress 
getting set to reregulate financial markets, 
bowing out of his current role would 
have been politically unwise.
	 Harkin will retain his seat on the ag 
committee, as well as his subcommittee 
chair on the Senate Committee on 
Appropriations that oversees labor and 
health spending – not a bad pairing 
with the committee that authorizes the 
programs for which new spending may 
be needed. Several insiders bet the farm 
Harkin would never give up the ag panel 
based on his state’s interests. However, 
with the painful 2008 farm bill behind 
him and Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA) 
also on the ag committee, Iowa is well 
taken care of. Harkin’s true love has long 
been health-related issues and the HELP 
chair must be a dream come true for the 
69-year-old Iowan.
	 Lincoln, who started her Capitol 
Hill career as a receptionist in the office 
of former Representative Bill Alexander 
(D-AR), moved up to handle Alexander’s 
ag issues and then challenged her former 
boss in the Democrat primary for his seat, 
is a conservative to moderate Democrat 
with strong bipartisan credentials. During 
the farm bill debate, while remaining a 
good lieutenant to Harkin, Lincoln and 
committee ranking member Senator 
Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) forged a strong 
and effective southern caucus that fought 
to maintain traditional farm programs 
needed by the smaller producers in 
their part of the country. She’s also less 
likely to follow Harkin’s lead on his 
anti-corporate agriculture/contracting 
campaign, but with both Harkin and 
Grassley aligned on this one, her work 
is cut out for her. 
	 The rise to chair also helps Lincoln 
in her 2010 reelection bid. She’s already 
come out against climate change/cap and 
trade legislation for all the right reasons, 
and moving her to ag committee chair 
puts her in position to begin delivering 
a lot more to her largely rural state. R

The Work Horse for
Polishing Fat and Grease

The GEA Westfalia Separator SE 125 represents the most up 
to date design in clarifiers for rendering. This powerful 
equipment is used for separating and clarifying both edible 
and inedible fats.  Benefits of the improved design include:

     Very high G-forces
     Reduction of fines in current installations to as low
     as 0.03%
     No pre- or post-processing equipment required.

For more information please contact Rawn Walley at     
317-861-1064 or email him at Rawn.Walley@geagroup.com.

12
27

 
GEA Westfalia Separator, Inc.
100 Fairway Court · Northvale, NJ 07647
Phone: 201-767-3900 · Fax: 201-767-3416
Toll-Free:  800-722-6622 · 24-Hour Technical Help:  800-509-9299
www.wsus.com

GEA Westfalia Separator, Inc.



Grease Recyclers
Rejoice

By Tina Caparella

  it down and talk with anybody in the used kitchen grease  
  recycling business and it won’t be long before the conversation 
turns to grease theft. It’s an age-old problem that seems to have 
plagued the industry since the beginning of grease collection, 
but even more so in the last few years due to the emerging 
biodiesel industry. To deter thefts, there have been many 
changes to the current system of collecting grease, ranging from 
adding lid locks and heavier screens to the standard plastic lids, 
to using heated tanks installed indoors. Grease collectors have 
also gone back to the original heavy steel lids or increasing 
the frequency of collection to empty containers before thieves 
can get to the product. While all of these methods can help, 
essentially they do nothing but keep the honest man out. Plastic 

lids and padlocks can be cut, lid 
locks can be pried off, and steel 
lids can be pried up.
    According to David Hull, 
who handles sales for Onkens, 
Inc., a used kitchen grease 
container manufacturer since 
1984, “All of our customers deal 
with it in one way or another. 

The news media portrays grease as an unwanted waste that 
anyone can get for free to make low cost fuel, and most local 
police agencies see it as garbage, not knowing how to handle 
the complaints or prevention. In the end, the rendering company 
is left to remedy the problem of theft itself.”
	 It appears Onkens has come up with a solution. In 2008, the 
company received a request from one of its customers, Darling 
International, to design a “theft-proof lid.” The renderer wanted 
something that was strong enough to keep out thieves but easy 
to service. The current plastic lids wouldn’t do and the old steel 
lids were too heavy for the collection drivers to take off and 
put back on without risking injury. Darling wanted something 
new, something innovative.
	 “We knew the lid would have to be steel but it needed to 
be something that stayed on the bin so the driver didn’t have to 
remove a heavy, re-enforced lid,” said J.R. Onken, operations 
manager for Onkens and co-inventor of the lid. “We decided 
to build on an old idea, the folding lid. We had to make some 
design changes to make it easier to dump, which included 
narrowing the lid and adding a one-inch strap steel to prevent 
the edges from being pried up. We also added a one-inch on-
center, welded-in screen to prevent anyone from pumping the 

grease out. This way the customer isn’t required to lock up the 
pour area.” 
	 There were many updates to the lid but one of the major 
changes was the addition of the locking center and corners. 
Onkens added a locking mechanism to the center of the fold 
lid to prevent the hinge joint from being pried up and also 
added drop-in pins on the front two corners that are secured 
by a “hockey puck” style lock. These locks are designed to 
prevent access to the hasp and keep it from being cut. This 
corner locking system is the main idea behind the current patent 
application the company has filed on the lid. With these design 
changes, Onkens was able to provide a theft-proof design and 
still have the ease of service that the customer wanted.
	 After some feedback from customers, Onkens has made a 
few minor changes to end up with the current design without 
affecting the parameters of the original patent application. 
Presently, Onkens holds 20 patents dealing with recycled 
kitchen grease and recycled grease collection.
	 The lid, constructed of 14 gauge steel, is secured at the 
back by a heavy duty hinge and can be unlocked at the front and 
folded half way back to pump, or unlocked fully for dumping, 
all without ever removing the lid. Some minor fabrication 
work is required for installation, which can be done on new or 
existing containers and performed in the field if necessary. Once 
installed, the lid makes an Onkens or any other manufacturer’s 
300 gallon grease container theft proof. 

Word from the Field
	 Although the new theft-proof lid has only been available 
since the beginning of this year, those that have been using it 
are “very happy grease guys,” so said Bob Soracco of American 
By-Products Recyclers, LLC, in Newark, NJ.
	 Family owned and operated since 1914, American By-
Products has seen a dramatic increase in grease theft over the 
last year or two. The company uses a combination of containers 
and 55 gallon drums to collect used kitchen grease from various 
customers, primarily in the city. Soracco said 20 years ago they 
might have a drum or two stolen or emptied, but now it’s “worse 
than ever.” About three months ago, American By-Products 
replaced plastic lids with the new theft-proof lids on about half 
of their existing Onkens containers and began switching out 
some drums for containers with the new lids. The result?
	 “Now the grease is there when the driver arrives to pump 
it out,” Soracco beamed. “I am pleased.” He added the lids 

“Not one of the 
retrofitted tanks has 
been vandalized in 

six months.”

S
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are easy for the drivers to use and believes they also act as 
a deterrent for thieves trying to break into the containers. In 
addition, the company has placed a “$500 reward” sticker on 
the containers in an effort to further prevent thefts, and will 
eventually replace all of their containers’ plastic lids with the 
new theft-proof lids.
	 Perhaps the happiest grease guy is George Dewitt Guttridge, 
grease procurement manager at Darling International’s Newark, 
NJ, facility, which services thousands of accounts in multiple 
states. 
	 “Three years ago, we had low finished product values, but 
with the recent increase in yellow grease market values, the 
industry has seen an increase in thievery,” Guttridge explained. 
Darling has always employed innovative methods of preventing 
thefts, including high-security, expensive locks, but the thieves 
always found a way to get around them.
	 In an effort to stop the thefts, Guttridge has had to take on 
the role of private investigator, but when trying to prosecute 
grease thieves in large metropolitan areas, the courts aren’t much 
help because they have much larger problems than grease theft. 
In addition to stealing the grease, individuals were destroying 
containers, resulting in an additional replacement cost of 
lids and screens. When Darling’s National Account Center’s 

in a new theft-proof lid
customers began asking what action the company was taking 
to avoid the recent theft problem, Guttridge decided to take his 
decades of experience and feedback from his drivers and along 
with John Latino, transportation manager of Darling’s retail 
region, approached Onkens about their ideas for a theft-proof 
lid. After several discussions and visits to the Newark plant by 
Hull and Onken, the new theft-proof lid concept was born, and 
Darling immediately tried the new retrofitted containers in areas 
that were most susceptible to grease theft. Again, the result?
	 “Not one of the retrofitted tanks has been vandalized in six 
months,” reported Guttridge, who has just ordered an additional 
100 lids. Darling has always offered monetary rewards to the 
supplier for the conviction of grease thieves, but has not had to 
pay a reward to any of the accounts that have the new retrofitted 
containers installed. According to Guttridge, the new lids are so 
strong they can’t even be pried open with hydraulics. New lids 
are usually installed when tanks are brought into the company’s 
facility for cleaning.
	 Onkens and Darling are excited to share how this new 
technology is stopping grease theft.
	 “If the industry uses these methods employed by Darling, 
the word is going to get out, and the thefts are going to stop,” 
stated Guttridge. R

The theft-proof lid has been 
designed so collection 

drivers don’t need to 
remove the heavy steel lid.
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Sponsors, Exhibitors Support 
NRA and the Industry

AC  Corporation
(336) 273-4472	 www.accorporation.com

    AC Corporation has been providing the 
rendering industry with quality equipment with 
a focus on air pollution control for over 35 years. 
Every project is designed to meet the specific 
needs of the facility, whether it is a single piece 
of equipment or a turn-key installation.

	 Experienced craftsmen set AC Corporation apart and 
are the backbone of the company. A staff of engineers and 
project managers can handle any rendering project from the 
smallest duct jobs to complete plant design and installation. AC 
Corporation personnel look forward to being able to say thank 
you to everyone in attendance at this year’s NRA convention 
tabletop exhibit in San Francisco, CA.

AE Resources Group, Inc.
(972) 672-9146	 www.aerginc.com
	 AE Resources Group provides 
the following design/build services: 
anaerobic lagoon design and construction, 
biogas recovery system design, hydrogen 
sulfide scrubber system, permitting 
and regulatory interaction, and system 
installation and start-up.
	 No funding available for a biogas recovery project? AE 
Resources can help by paying for all capital improvements, 
selling the biogas to its customer at a reduced price, and the 
customer will own the system by the end of the term.

Alloy Hardfacing and Engineering Co., Inc.
(952) 492-5569	 www.alloyhardfacing.com
    Alloy Hardfacing and Engineering has been servicing 

the rendering industry since 1952 and has 
attended the national convention since the 
early 1960s. They will be featuring rendering 
equipment (batch and continuous), feather 
processing equipment, raw product pumps, 
and wastewater solutions at the convention’s 
tabletop exhibit.

	 Alloy designs, builds, installs, and commissions various 
rendering projects domestically and abroad.

American Proteins, Inc.
(770) 886-2250	 www.americanproteins.com

    American Proteins, Inc., was 
established in 1949 to serve the growing 
poultry industry in Georgia. Today they 
operate the world’s largest protein and 
lipid conversion operation in the world. 
American Proteins processes over 5.2 

billion pounds of raw material per year into 380,000 tons of 
finished high-quality products, including pet grade poultry 
meal, pet grade poultry fat, chicken meal fat, refined pet grade 
poultry meal, chicken meal, feed grade poultry meal, feed grade 
fat, and feather meal.

Anco-Eaglin, Inc.
(336) 855-7800	 www.ancoeaglin.com
	 Anco equipment has been 
providing solutions to the rendering 
industry since 1902. To further 
expand their capabilities, Anco 
partnered with Redox, a European 
leader in wastewater treatment that specializes in complete 
wastewater treatment plants, non-chemical treatment, sludge 
fat removal, and mechanical dewatering systems.
	 With Anco’s major growth and sales of its “sure plate” 
continuous cooker, a design that includes many state-of-
the-art technologies, the company broke ground on a new 
65,000-square-foot manufacturing facility located on a 10-acre 
site in High Point, NC. This new space will allow Anco to 
increase current manufacturing capacities and meet increased 
demands.
	 See ad on page 31.

Baker Commodities, Inc.
(323) 268-2801	 www.bakercommodities.com

    Baker Commodities wishes everyone to 
have a great time at the convention!
    See ad on back cover.

	 Education is imperative to the advancement and survival of any industry and company. For 76 years, the National Renderers 
Association’s (NRA’s) annual convention has provided a forum for renderers to educate themselves and find solutions to the 
challenges facing their industry. The convention has also provided renderers a chance to meet with industry suppliers to learn 
about the latest technology and services available.
	 Each year, the NRA convention benefits from the large number of dedicated companies that sponsor or exhibit. Those who 
committed to further educating the industry at this year’s NRA convention in San Francisco, CA, were invited to provide a brief 
summary of the company and its products and/or services. Following is an alphabetical guide to this year’s NRA convention 
sponsors and exhibitors who responded to the invitation by press time.
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BDI – BioDiesel International
(43) 316 4009 100	 www.bdi-biodiesel.com

    BDI – BioDiesel International 
is one of the world’s leading 
suppliers of complete biodiesel 
production plants. The services 

the company provides include plant engineering, construction, 
and start-up as well as subsequent after-sales service.
	 BDI has had in-depth experience with the construction 
of biodiesel plants and owns an extensive patent portfolio 
that has resulted from its in-house research and development 
activities. The company considers itself to be among the 
leading international technology suppliers on the market for 
the production of multi-feedstock plants that can manufacture 
biodiesel on the basis of different raw materials, such as 
vegetable oils, waste edible oils, and animal fats. 
	 See ad page 3.

Birmingham Hide & Tallow Co., Inc.
(205) 252-1197	 www.bhtonline.com
	 In the late 1800s, a small wholesaler of hides, furs, and 
wool opened in Birmingham, AL. From that 
humble beginning, NRA member Birmingham 
Hide & Tallow (BHT) Co., Inc., has evolved 
into a leader in the rendering industry. The 
Vickers family of Lebanon, TN, obtained 
ownership of the business in the mid-1930s. 
A member of the Vickers’ family has managed 
the business ever since. Today, BHT provides rendering 
services, waste cooking oil removal, and grease trap services 
for customers throughout the Southeast. 

Bolton & Menk, Inc.
(515) 233-6100	 www.bolton-menk.com

    Bolton & Menk, Inc., provides 
environmental engineering services to 
meatpacking, rendering, dairy, and food 
processing industries throughout North 
America. The company was founded in 
1949, is employee owned, and has over 
250 professionals and support staff.

	 Bolton & Menk provides the following services to the 
rendering industry: wastewater treatment studies and facility 
design, permit applications and negotiations, technical support 
for defense of regulatory enforcement actions, city treatment 
agreement and user rate negotiation, operations assistance, 
environmental audits, and waste reduction studies. The 
company is a long-time active member in the NRA, Fats and 
Proteins Research Foundation, and the American Meat Institute 
Environmental Committee.

Brown Industrial, Inc.
(937) 693-3838	 www.brownindustrial.com
	 Brown Industrial is a third generation company that 
has been specializing in mobile equipment for the rendering 
industry for over 50 years. The WaBo line includes container 
style grease units, fat and bone bucket units, barrel grease 
units, dead stock units, and barrel bodies. WaBo units provide 
standard bodies and options, as well as custom applications.

	 Over the past nine years, Brown 
Industrial has continually updated its 
shop and equipment to allow them to 
manufacture the highest quality units 
available. The company appreciates the 
support from the rendering community through the years, and 
looks forward to serving the industry into the future.

Centrifuge Chicago Corporation
(866) 346-6800	 www.centrifugechicago.com
	 Centrifuge Chicago Corporation was formed for the 
specific purpose of rebuilding decanter 
and disc stack centrifuges. They specialize 
in rebuilding of and replacement parts for 
many high-speed design centrifuges made 
by manufacturers such as Sharples/Alfa 
Laval, Westfalia, Humboldt, and Bird.
	 At their facility in Hammond, IN, 
Centrifuge Chicago has the capability to rebuild complete 
decanters, rotating assemblies, gearboxes, and all component 
parts. They are eager to show the advantages their company can 
offer in quality and price. A six-month warranty on all parts and 
labor is included. Since the company’s inception, Centrifuge 
Chicago has sponsored and supported the renderers and the 
constantly changing issues they face. 

Centrisys Corporation
(209) 304-2200	 www.centrifuge-systems.com
	 Centrisys Corporation is the only U.S. manufacturer of 
high performance decanter centrifuges for two- and three-way 
separations and is quickly becoming a top choice among meat 
and poultry processors and renderers. Applications include 
three-way separation of dissolved air flotation skimmings, 
yellow grease and tallow clarification, and wastewater 
sludge dewatering. Centrisys also offers high-speed vertical 
machines for 
clarification 
and separation duties.
	 Along with top-quality American-made decanters, 
Centrisys offers full rebuild services for customers with 
decanter and disc-type centrifuges from other manufacturers 
including Alfa Laval, Sharples, Westfalia, and Bird. Stop by the 
tabletop exhibit at NRA’s 76th convention in San Francisco.
	 See ad on page 35.

ChemTreat, Inc.
(804) 935-2000	 www.chemtreat.com

    ChemTreat, Inc., is a 
growing specialty chemical 
c o m p a n y  d e d i c a t e d 
solely to industrial water 

treatment. They have over 600 associates working throughout 
North and South America, the Caribbean, and some areas of 
the Asia/Pacific regions. Their entrepreneurial spirit not only 
helps drive the company’s success, but also carries over into 
their customers’ facilities. ChemTreat helps their customers 
save millions of dollars every year, enabling them to achieve 
unparalleled growth in the water treatment industry.

Continued on page 14

www.rendermagazine.com	 Render • October 2009  13



Clean Water Technology, Inc.
(310) 380 4648	 www.cleanwatertech.com

    Clean Water Technology 
(CWT), innovators of the GEM 
system, an advanced wastewater 
treatment technology, has been 

helping renderers remove total suspended solids, chemical 
oxygen demand/biological oxygen demand, and fats, oils, and 
grease.  Get in compliance and increase efficiency with the 
GEM system due to high contaminant removal rates, reduction 
in surcharges, sludge hauling, chemical dosing, and physical 
footprint. Without any capital expenditures, the GEM system 
can easily adapt to flow and solids loading, making it the most 
sustainable system available. 
	 Dissolved air flotation (DAF) out of compliance and can’t 
keep up with flow or loadings? CWT will retrofit old DAF with 
GEM technology.

De Smet Rosedowns
44 (0) 1482 329864	 www.rosedowns.co.uk
	 De Smet Rosedowns is probably the 
oldest engineering company in the United 
Kingdom, founded in 1777. Situated in Hull, 
once the crushing center of the world, the 
company became involved in the oil and 
cattle feed industry in the early 1800s. 
	 De Smet Rosedowns entered the North American market 
in the 1950s, first in fish meal and oil extraction, and then 
rendering in the 1990s, with presses being supplied to two of 
the largest rendering companies. Following the revolutionary 
assembly design, it was decided to adapt this to other presses 
being used in the industry. This design has increased the 
capacity and allowed presses to operate with a wider selection 
of rendered materials.

Diversified Laboratories, Inc.
(703) 222-8700	 www.diversifiedlaboratories.com

    Diversified Laboratories uses a proactive 
approach to chemical residue screening that 
ensures their clients market products free from 
illegal toxic residues. The company is known for 
value, quality, and service and has been proud to 

serve the rendering industry for more than 30 years.
	 Diversified Laboratories is the only independent laboratory 
in the United States with U.S. Department of Agriculture 
accreditations for both chlorohydrocarbons and polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs), has internal quality assurance/quality control 
practices that exceed regulatory guidelines, has the most 
comprehensive chlorinated pesticide/PCB and organophosphate 
screens available, and provides chemical testing of fats and oils 
used to produce feed ingredients or biodiesel.

DynaEdge
(920) 562-7730	 www.dynaedge.net
	 DynaEdge, a division of Clean Systems, Inc., has been 
providing cleaning detergents for over 32 years. As a member 
of the NRA for two years, they are committed to working 

as a partner with the rendering 
industry to improve cleaning 
results and reduce overall cost to 
clean vehicles and plant equipment. 
	 For over a decade, DynaEdge has been addressing the issue 
of environmentally conscious vehicle wash chemicals. BriTec 
is one of the company’s products that is an example of their 
commitment to creating innovative products that are safe for 
people, communities, and the environment. Stop by their tabletop 
exhibit to discuss how they can help your operation shine.

Energy Management Resources
(816) 883-1018	 rrogers@emr-energy.com
	 E n e r g y  M a n a g e m e n t 
Resources (EMR) provides 
energy advisory, logistics, and 
procurement solutions to clients 
throughout North America. EMR 
manages over $1 billion per year of natural gas and electricity 
for clients that include several rendering companies. That 
rendering experience uniquely positions EMR to understand 
the alternate fuel implications of rendering operations. 
	 As a privately owned company, EMR’s advice is completely 
unbiased by any corporate or utility entanglements, assuring 
comprehensive, independent, and client-focused solutions. 
EMR’s energy experience in risk management, market 
analysis, strategic sourcing, and data management delivers an 
unparalleled level of expertise in energy procurement. 

Frontline International, Inc.
(330) 861-1100	 www.frontlineii.com
	 While footprint and facility 
requirements can vary from place to 
place, the need to manage valuable 
cooking oil resources remains 
constant. At Frontline, their OilCare waste oil, fresh oil, 
and filtration products are engineered, manufactured, and 
distributed specifically for high performance, reliable cooking 
oil management. For the company, it means employing the 
finest materials and workmanship in accordance with stringent 
quality guidelines, and ensuring installation and support 
consistency through service centers around the world. 
	 For thousands of food service customer locations, it means 
improved monitoring and safer handling of cooking oil every 
day, from a comprehensive range of system configurations, 
intuitive designs, and advanced features.

GEA Westfalia Separator
(201) 767-3900	 www.wsus.com
  GEA Westfalia Separator is a world leader in providing 
mechanical separating equipment to the rendering industry. 
The company offers a wide range of decanters and separators 
appropriate for processing both edible and inedible fats. Of 
particular interest is their SE 125, a relatively new separator that 
provides very high g-forces and reduces fines to as low as .03 

percent. No pre- or post-processing 
equipment is required. 
See ad on page 9.

Sponsors Continued from page 13

Continued on page 16
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Sponsors Continued from page 14

Green Fuels America
 (866) 996-6130	 www.greenfuelsamerica.com 

    Green Fuels America, located 
in Sparks, NV, a subsidiary of Green 
Fuels, Ltd., of England, is introducing 
its 5,000 gallon per day FuelMatic 
biodiesel processor in the U.S. 

market. There are 18 of these skid-mounted plants operating 
in Europe. The standard transesterification/dry wash module 
makes biodiesel from waste vegetable oil and with the pre-treat 
module, yellow grease up to 15 percent free fatty acid can be 
processed. The machine is sized for renderers who want to 
make biodiesel on-site using their feedstocks. Visit Green Fuels 
during the NRA’s convention tabletop exhibit, or call them for 
a private meeting.

Griffin Industries
(859) 781-2010	 www.griffinind.com
	 Griffin Industries is a family-owned 
and operated agribusiness that has been 
in the rendering business since 1943 
with operations in the Midwest, Atlantic 
coast, Southwest, and Southeast regions 
of the United States. A full line of animal 
proteins, oils, hides and skins, organic 
fertilizers, and biodiesel and renewal 
fuels are marketed both domestically and internationally. All 
products are produced under hazard analysis and critical control 
point programs and closely monitored for high quality.
	 Griffin personnel have been involved in NRA and with its 
staff for many years, have participated in government issues 
affecting the rendering industry, and are committed to serving 
society in its need for recycling raw materials into quality 
products.

Haarslev, Inc.
(816) 799-0808	 www.haarslev.com

  Haarslev Industries, 
founded as Haarslev 
Machine Factory in 
1973, specializes in 

rendering equipment. In order to explore new markets, 
Haarslev has acquired Svaertek, Atlas-Stord, and most recently 
Tremesa. Together these companies represent over 100 years 
of experience in the industry.
	 Haarslev specializes in mechanical and thermal dewatering 
for various industries and is recognized as a world leader in 
designing and installing equipment for the rendering and fish 
meal industries.
	 Working closely with its customers, Haarslev focuses on 
energy efficiency, environmental protection, and reliability, 
be it a single piece of equipment or a complete plant. Most 
equipment is manufactured in its own facilities, allowing the 
company to achieve the high quality customers have come to 
expect.
	 See ad on page 1.

Hurley Brokerage, Inc.
(708) 361-8823	 bhurley@hurleybrokerage.com
	 Hurley Brokerage, Inc., (HBI) of Palos Heights, IL, 
provides sales representation to multiple NRA members in 
the rendering and packer-rendering industry. HBI and its 
predecessor, Hurley-Williams Brokerage, have been associate 
members of the NRA since 1969. Dealing mainly in tallow 
and grease, HBI trades with consumers in the oleochemical, 
biofuels, feed, and export industries. Bill Hurley is HBI’s 
president.

Jenkins Centrifuge Co., LLC
(800) 635-1431	 www.jenkinscentrifuge.com
	 Jenkins Centrifuge Co., LLC, was introduced to the 
rendering industry in 1972 when the company rebuilt a 
centrifuge for a local hide processing plant. Since that time 
Jenkins Centrifuge has continued to specialize in servicing the 
rendering industry and has rebuilt thousands of centrifuges. 
They have 24 men trained in the art of rebuilding centrifuges, 
and a company goal of giving their customers a quality rebuild 
at a competitive cost. Jenkins can also manufacture various size 
new machines at the customer’s request. The company thanks 
the industry for their continued business.

Kemin Nutrisurance
(877) 890-1462	 www.kemin.com
	 Kemin Nutrisurance, a division of Kemin Industries, 
is exclusively focused on providing innovative solutions to 
the global pet food, rendering, 
and pet supplements industries. 
Kemin understands how a 
product works at the molecular 
level. The company’s customer laboratory service technicians 
provide the most comprehensive laboratory analysis and 
support in the industry. They use superior chemistry to uncover 
the best ways to help maintain the quality of rendered animal 
proteins and fats to deliver nutritional solutions to pets. Kemin 
also offers equipment guidance and services to maximize the 
efficacy of its products.
	 See ad on page 2.

Martin Sprocket and Gear, Inc.
(817) 258-3000	 www.martinsprocket.com

    After nearly 
6 0  y e a r s  i n 
business, Martin 

Sprocket and Gear has become one of the nation’s leading 
manufacturers, offering a comprehensive product line that 
provides a range of quality power transmission components, 
bulk material handling products, and industrial hand tools. 
Screw conveyors, flat bottom drags, vertical screw elevators, 
bucket elevators, and conveyor pulleys are just some of the bulk 
material handling products the company manufactures.
	 Martin is committed to providing stock, alterations, and 
made-to-order products. Stock and altered items are mostly 
available same or next day. Made-to-orders can be processed 
in mere days. All this is backed by a nationwide network of 
Martin sales and manufacturing facilities.
	 See ad page 29.
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Onken, Inc.
(309) 562-7271	 www.onkens.net
	 For 25 years, Onken, Inc., has offered innovative products 
to the rendering industry and 2009 is no exception. New this 
year is the company’s “theft-proof lid” for a standard 300 
gallon grease bin. With a design that allows it to be pumped or 
dumped without removing the lid from the bin, it’s the answer 
to the industry’s grease theft problem.
	 Additionally, Onken has partnered with Rotek Plastic of 
Canada as their exclusive distributor of plastic grease bins in 
the United States.
	 See ad on page 15.

Redwood Metal Works
(888) 644-2893	 www.fuillc.com

    In 2008, Redwood Metal Works acquired 
a new line of equipment. Their Artex line of 
spreaders can handle dewatered sludge and 
bio-solids for land applications that come from 
wastewater treatment operations.

	 Redwood Metal Works builds both steel and aluminum 
boxes and trailers for handling the various types of materials 
for the rendering industry. The aluminum cleans up easier than 
steel trailers, does not rust, and does not need painting. The 
smooth wall panel provides lower wind resistance for improved 
fuel efficiency while the aluminum panels allow full strength 
with greater payload.
	 See ad on page 33.

Rothsay
(519) 780-3342	 www.rothsay.ca
	 Rothsay is one of Canada’s 
largest rendering companies, 
providing service in seven out of 
the 10 provinces and operating six rendering facilities and one 
biodiesel facility. The company’s operations consist of edible, 
prohibited, and non-prohibited rendering as well as waste 
cooking oil processing. 
	 The biodiesel facility is dedicated to the transformation of 
animal fats and oils and was the first commercial-scale biodiesel 
facility in Canada. Products produced are biodiesel, pork meal, 
poultry meal, chicken meal, feather meal, blood meal, meat and 
bone meal, pork fat, poultry fat, bleachable fancy tallow, yellow 
grease, blended feed fats, edible lard, tallow, and shortening.

Sanimax, Inc.
(514) 643-3391	 www.sanimax.com
	 Sanimax is North America’s leading “bio-return” company 
with two dozen locations in Canada, the United States, and 
Mexico. The company’s roots lie in rendering. More than 
a century later, rendering continues to be a central part of 
Sanimax’s business, but the company has also taken the 
underlying philosophy of rendering – reclaiming material, 
renewing it, and returning it to the market – and has extended 
it in new directions. 
	 Sanimax offers a range of by-product collection services, 
specialized maintenance for the restaurant industry, is a leading 
supplier of ingredients for agriculture and animal nutrition, and 
is a globally respected source for hides and skins.

Scaffidi Commercial Trucks
(715) 344-4100	 www.grappletruck.net
	 Started in 1966, Scaffidi is a family business operating 
from two locations: Stevens Point, WI, and Tomahawk, WI.
	 Already the number one manufacturer’s representative for 
Serco loaders worldwide, in 2006 Scaffidi became the North 
American distributor for Kesla knuckleboom loaders, made 
in Finland. Kesla loaders are lightweight and offer the longest 
reach, heaviest lift combination, and the popular z-fold feature, 
allowing operators to dump a box or trailer without leaving the 
cab of the truck.
	 Scaffidi’s experienced craftsmen, working with a range of 
truck-mounted and stationary hydraulic loaders, have found 
ways for today’s dead stock hauler to be safer on the job.
	 See ad on page 34.

SCP Control, Inc.
(763) 572-8042	 info@scpcontrol.com
	 SCP Control , 
Inc., is a provider 
of environmental 
consultant services and specializes in the supply of wet 
scrubbers and components for the collection and treatment by 
chemical oxidation of odorous vapors for pretreatment of gas 
prior to thermal oxidation of entrained contaminates. 
	 SCP continues to pursue the development and supply 
of ozone generation systems for oxidation of chemical 
contaminates within wet scrubbers. Additionally, the 
development of wet electrostatic precipitators, for use in 
conjunction with non-thermal oxidation of contaminate vapors 
of waste gases, is being pursued.

Separators, Inc.
(800)233-9022	 www.separatorsinc.com
	 Separators, Inc., is a North American leading centrifuge 
service provider specializing in the remanufacturing of Alfa 
Laval, Tetra Pak, and Westfalia 
centrifuge equipment. The company 
offers a full complement of start-up, 
maintenance, and repair services 
and stocks over 10,000 parts with 
24/7 availability. In addition to edible and inedible rendering, 
industries served include dairy, beverage, edible oils, 
pharmaceutical, biofuels, and industrial fluids.

Southwest Hide Co.
(208) 378-8000	 www.southwesthide.com
	 Southwest Hide Co., headquartered in Boise, ID, is a full-
service hide processor and dealer to the rendering industry in 
the Midwest, Northwest, and western United States as well as 
western Canada. They have processing plants in Scottsbluff, 
NE, Bellingham, WA, and Modesto, CA, with sales offices 
throughout all of Asia, Mexico, Spain, Italy, and Brazil. 
	 Southwest Hide enjoys its many relationships within the 
rendering industry and its affiliation with the NRA.

Continued on page 18
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Summit Trailer Sales, Inc.
(570) 754-3511	 www.summittrailer.com

    Summit Trailer Sales, Inc., is a name 
synonymous with quality manufacturing in the 
trailer and truck body industry. Producing both 
aluminum and steel units, the company has been 
serving the rendering industry for well over 35 

years. Founded by Charles Pishock Sr., Summit is now in 
its second generation of family. Their customers are always 
supplied with quality and new innovations. Summit is proud 
to be a part of the rendering family and wants to thank the 
industry for its business over the years.

The Dupps Company
(937) 855-6555	 www.dupps.com

    The Dupps Company, nearing its 75th 
anniversary of service to the protein co-
products industry, offers the world’s most 
complete line of rendering systems and 
machinery including cookers, dryers, screw 

presses, size reduction machinery, material handling equipment, 
and evaporator systems. In addition, the Dupps field service 
team is the largest and most experienced in the industry, 
providing a staff of full-time technicians who are experts in 
every aspect of rendering equipment maintenance and repair. 
	 Dupps’ engineering and process development experience 
can handle a client’s specific needs, whether its one piece of 
machinery or an integrated processing facility.
	 See ads on page 19 and inside back cover.

The Gavilon Group, LLC
(402) 889-4000	 www.gavilon.com

    The Gavilon Group, LLC, headquartered 
in Omaha, NE, is a leading provider 
of essential services in the physical 
distribution, trading, merchandising, and 

risk management of grain, feed ingredients, fertilizers, and 
energy products moving through the global supply chain.
	 Gavilon has a long history in the rendering business, which 
began as part of ConAgra’s Food Ingredient Merchandising 
division in the late 1970s. Today, with more than 90 years of 
combined rendered product experience, the company is an 
essential partner to both buyers and sellers as a leading shipper 
of fats, oils, and proteins, and an independent service provider 
of logistics support worldwide.

Travis Body and Trailer, Inc.
(800) 535-4372	 www.travistrailers.com

  Travis Body and Trailer, Inc., Houston, 
TX, has been in business for over 20 years, 
manufactured more than 11,000 trailers, ranked 
in the top 30 trailer manufacturers in the United 

States, and distributes all across the country. They manufacture 
aluminum dumps, bottom dumps, and live-floor transfer 
trailers. Travis built its first rendering trailers in the 1980s and 
early 1990s for Valley Proteins, Hudson Foods, Simmons, 
Wampler-Longacre, E.A. Miller, Ocean Proteins, and Tyson 
Foods. Since joining NRA, their customer list has expanded 
to include Darling, Griffin, Sanimax, American Dehydrated, 
Gold Kist, John Kuhni Sons, Birmingham Hide and Tallow, 

among others. They take pride in customizing their trailers to 
incorporate the customer’s ideas, and to fit their needs.
	 See ad on page 25.

Troup Environmental Alternatives, LLC
(212) 627-8939	 ktroup@troupenviro.com
	 For odor elimination and indoor air 
purification, BekZon’s biased plasma 
technology offers a guaranteed solution 
at a fraction of the cost of other methods of treatment. Sulfides, 
mercaptans, volatile organic compounds, molds, and bacteria 
are decomposed by inorganic peroxide oxygen molecules 
that react with contaminants inside a building to create a 
healthy work environment. Unlike scrubbers or filters that 
treat odors outside the contaminated space, BekZon’s unique 
“Bia-Q” process breaks down the pollutants at their source 
without the use of chemicals or water. As an added benefit for 
rendering facilities, the biased plasma technology kills airborne 
pathogens, removes particulates, and reduces corrosion.

Walinga, Inc.
(800) 466-1197	 www.walinga.com
	 Walinga, Inc., manufactures a 
complete line of rendering collection 
vehicles. Established in 1954, Walinga 
has grown to ensure that the customer 
has access to a comprehensive line of 
rendering collection vehicles from rear loader trucks to front 
loader trucks, and from rear loader trailers to bone and blood 
units. Walinga also offers a complete line of options such as 
remote control buckets and lift arms, roll tarp covers, blood 
tanks, solid roofs, and variable bucket designs.

Warren Equipment, Inc.
(800) 752-9469	 www.warrentrailers.com
	 Warren Equipment, Inc. is located 
in Plant City, FL, and manufactures 
all types of rendering trailers: dumps, 
tippers, frame type and frameless, steel 
and aluminum. They are part of the 
Warren family of companies started in 1985 in Birmingham, 
AL, by Russell Warren and now  have locations in Texas, 
Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, as well as in Florida. 
Warren Equipment offers parts, service, and repairs for their 
rendering trailers at all of these locations. 
	 Warren custom builds their trailers to the customer’s needs 
and specifications.

Wellens & Co., Inc.
(952) 925-4600	 wellens.company@earthlink.net
	 Wellens & Co., Inc., is an agri-business firm based 
in Minneapolis, MN. Their mission is to provide the best 
possible service to suppliers and customers by following the 
company’s core values – ethics, leadership, and excellence. 
Their leadership team has extensive experience in all phases 
of the feed industry and agriculture, trading a variety of feed 
ingredients, both nationally and internationally.
	 Wellens & Co. has been an active member and participant 
of the NRA since the mid-1960s. This affiliation facilitates a 
win/win relationship with leaders in the industry. With change 
accelerating in agri-business, the company remains totally 
committed to the rendering business. R

Sponsors Continued from page 17
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Dupps is your single source

for high-efficiency, energy-

saving evaporators.

Since 1982, we’ve produced turnkey

evaporator systems throughout

North America, including —

•  Thermsavor™ Systems

Finely ground fluidized raw material cooks

under vacuum in a double-effect evaporator

system, using your steam twice. You’ll get

reduced steam cost, as well as lower

temperature operation to insure quality.

•  Retrofit Evaporator Systems

Waste heat vapors from a continuous

cooker are used to remove water from raw

material under vacuum for increased

throughput and steam efficiency.

•  Grease Systems

Remove water from restaurant grease using

live steam or waste heat from a cooker. Dry

grease goes to a centrifuge for solids

removal, then to storage.

Learn More Today

Our application experts can tailor a Dupps

system precisely to your process needs and

system configuration. Visit www.dupps.com

for more details. Or phone 937/855-6555;

fax 937/855-6554. Email: info@dupps.com
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Lots of Nothing Going On in Washington

From the

Association By Tom Cook
President, National Renderers Association

appears this administration has not 
given the agreements a high priority. 
If this administration doesn’t like what 
the Bush administration did, then tell 
us what they would do differently. The 
point is that while the United States does 
nothing with its trading partners, other 
countries are negotiating their own FTAs, 
putting us at a competitive disadvantage 
worldwide.
	 It is also unusual that an Under 
Secretary for Food Safety has not yet 
been named at the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), nine months into 
this administration. This is particularly 
troubling in that food safety is supposedly 
a high priority in both the administration 
and Congress. Food safety is important. 
There are some in Congress, and the 
administration, that would like to do a 
major overhaul of the entire system, so 
wouldn’t you think that someone from 
the USDA should be sitting at the table 
during important meetings representing 
agriculture’s interests?
	 I don’t have to report here what 
has dominated the political scene in 
Washington for the past several months, 
and will for the next several months – it 
is healthcare. At this time, my crystal ball 
gazing is no better that anyone else’s. 
Until the healthcare issue is resolved, 
not much else will happen legislatively. 
However, the appropriations process does 
continue in Congress with agricultural 
appropriations bills proceeding well 
in both the House and Senate. Both 
chambers have passed their own 
appropriations bills and will now go to 
conference to work out their differences. 
Both versions have full funding for the 
USDA Foreign Market Development 
and Market Access Programs, with 
NRA working closely with the Coalition 
to Promote U.S. Agricultural Exports 
to secure these funds. The NRA has a 
cooperative program with both of these 
USDA programs that is beneficial to the 
association in its export development and 
promotion activities.
	 Also of interest, in both the House 

and Senate bills, is the lack of funding 
to continue the National Animal 
Identification System (NAIS). This was 
to be a national identification program 
for all livestock and poultry. The raging 
debate has been between those who want 
a mandatory program and those who want 
a voluntary program. USDA has already 
spent millions and millions of dollars 
attempting to set up a program without 
much to show for it. Congressional 
appropriators, in their frustration over 
the lack of a program, have cut off the 
funding until they see more results.
	 Some sectors of the livestock 
and poultry industries support a 
national mandatory program. However, 
many, especially cattle producers, are 
passionately opposed to a mandatory 
program. 
	 Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
underestimated the seriousness and 
complexity of the program when he first 
became secretary. He held a meeting 
in Washington, DC, of 29 industry 
organization representatives that were all 
given three minutes to make statements. 
He told the group that if the industry 
didn’t come together in support of the 
program, Congress would cut off the 
funding. Vilsack probably didn’t realize 
at the time that about half of the people 
in the room wanted exactly that to 
happen. He then organized a series of 
meetings with producers and industry 
representatives throughout the country 
that brought out huge crowds, mostly 
of people opposing the NAIS. Similar 
to the town hall meetings in August on 
healthcare, there was a lot of passion on 
display. The future of NAIS is currently 
up in the air.

Convention is This Month
	 I hope you are planning to attend the 
76th annual NRA convention October 
20-23, 2009, in San Francisco, CA. 
It is a popular venue and we have an 
outstanding program planned. For more 
information on the convention, go to 
http://nationalrenderers.org. R
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	 Washington finally returned to work 
after the Labor Day holiday. Every year, 
August brings about a huge exodus in 
Washington, DC, with most Congress 
members spending the break in their 
home states and districts. Some of them 
will go on “CODELS,” or congressional 
delegation trips, most of them to foreign 
countries. Everyone else spends some 
time at the beach or with their families 
going somewhere.
	 It is actually quite nice to stay in 
Washington in August. There is no rush 
hour traffic, you don’t have to wait to 
get a seat at a restaurant, and everything 
moves at a little slower pace.
	 The National Renderers Association 
(NRA) has been waiting to see how 
the new Obama administration will be 
operating in the various areas that affect 
renderers and agriculture. Many key 
positions in the new administration have 
not yet been nominated and several that 
have been nominated have not yet been 
confirmed. This puts several programs 
and issues in a holding pattern. Now, this 
is not all bad, but in some cases, it would 
be nice to know who we will be dealing 
with during at least the next four years.
	 Several of the top posts – such as 
the Secretary of Agriculture, the Special 
Trade Representative, and the Food and 
Drug Administration Commissioner – 
are all in place. But at the U.S. Trade 
Representative (USTR) and agriculture 
offices, the key positions below the top 
posts have not yet been filled. NRA 
signed on to a coalition letter recently to 
the White House Personnel Office urging 
the naming of the USTR agriculture 
trade negotiator. This is a very important 
position. Whoever gets the assignment 
will have the important responsibility of 
managing the various agricultural trade 
negotiations and disputes.
	 The Obama administration has 
been slow to give much direction on 
trade. There are three major free trade 
agreements (FTAs) that were negotiated 
during the previous Bush administration 
that wait for some action. So far it 
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Feathers Find 
New Life as 
Flower Pots
	 Each year, about four billion 
pounds of chicken feathers are left over 
after processing in the United States. 
Scientists at the Agricultural Research 
Service (ARS) may have found a new 
use for this by-product as an ingredient 
in biodegradable flower pots.
	 Chemist Walter Schmidt, in the 
ARS Environmental Management and 
Byproduct Utilization Laboratory in 
Beltsville, MD, has been developing 
practical uses for discarded chicken 
feathers. Working with the Horticultural 
Research Institute (HRI) in Washington, 
DC, Schmidt and HRI research associate 
Masud Huda have formulated planting 
pots that degrade over variable periods 
of time, ranging from one to five years. 
	 The pots look and feel like any 
other plastic planter encountered at 
a local nursery, but they are made to 
disintegrate naturally, without harm 
to the environment. In fact, the pots – 
manufactured without any petroleum 
components – slowly release beneficial 
nitrogen to the soil. 
	 In 2002, Schmidt and Justin Barone, 
a former ARS research associate, found 
feather-derived plastic could be molded 
just like any other plastic and has 
properties very similar to plastics such 
as polyethylene and polypropylene. 
This makes the feather-derived plastic 
a unique material for packaging or any 
other application where high strength and 
biodegradability are desired, according 
to Schmidt. In 2006, the process of 
making composites and films from 
feather keratin was patented by ARS.
	 Schmidt  and Huda are  now 
working to develop fully biodegradable 
flower pots. Several commercial pot 
manufacturers are involved in this phase 
to determine optimum production-scale 
molding specifications for the containers. 
According to Schmidt, the “green” 
horticultural end products will not only 
help solve the environmental problem by 
creating biodegradable plastics, but will 
also provide a cost-effective commercial 
use for feathers.
	 ARS is the principal intramural 
scientific research agency in the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. R
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Darling, Valero Plan Renewable Fuel Plant

Biofuels

Bulletin By Tina Caparella

	 Darling International, Inc., and 
Valero Energy Corporation are in the 
very early stages of developing a facility 
that will produce more than 10,000 
barrels a day of renewable diesel.
	 Irving, TX-based Darling and San 
Antonio, TX-based Valero plan on 
building the plant on a site adjacent to 
Valero’s St. Charles refinery near Norco, 
LA. The facility will have the capacity 
of producing up to 135 million gallons 
of renewable diesel per year from waste 
greases – primarily animal fats and used 
cooking oil supplied by Darling. The two 
companies will jointly apply for a loan 
guarantee from the U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) under the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005, which makes up to $8.5 
billion worth of debt financing guarantees 
available to projects that promote energy 
efficiency and renewable energy.
	 “We have long considered various 
paths that would allow Darling to 
participate in the country’s growing 
interest in using renewable fuels,” said 
Randall Stuewe, chairman and chief 
executive officer of Darling. “We believe 
that the combination of Darling’s ability 
to provide low-cost carbon-friendly 
feedstocks and Valero’s experience as 
North America’s largest independent 
petroleum refiner and marketer has the 
potential to create a sustainable biofuel 
facility geared toward meeting America’s 
growing renewable energy demands.” 
	 Stuewe cautioned there was no 
guarantee the DOE would approve the 
project for inclusion in the program, or 
if approved, whether the funding level 
would be sufficient for the parties to 
move forward with the project.
	 The project comes after Tyson 
Foods, Inc., and Syntroleum Corporation 
partnered to produce renewable diesel 
using animal fats and other waste greases 
supplied by Tyson. The joint venture, 
Dynamic Fuels, LLC, is currently in 
the construction phase of its 75 million 
gallon per year renewable diesel plant in 
Geismar, LA. Production is expected to 
begin in 2010.

Argent Energy has  
New Owners
	 Argent Energy, a biodiesel company 
based in Motherwell, United Kingdom, 
has attracted new private investment 
and is now owned by a consortium that 
includes Souter Investments and existing 
managers. The company was bought for 
an undisclosed amount from a group 
of investors led by leading European 
buyout firm Cinven, Ltd., which have 
been backers of Argent Energy since its 
early stages in 2001. 
	 According to the company, Argent 
Energy pioneered the large-scale 
commercial production of biodiesel in 
the United Kingdom. The firm began 
production in 2005 and uses tallow and 
recycled cooking oil as feedstocks. Argent 
Energy was voted “Sustainable Biodiesel 
Producer 2009” at the World Biofuels 
Markets Conference in March.
	 “Since we started production, we 
have delivered over 170 million liters 
[44.9 million gallons] of biodiesel and 
our plant is currently running close to full 
capacity,” said Managing Director Jim 
Walker, who is now a shareholder in the 
company. “We are delighted to have the 
opportunity to develop our business with 
the benefit of a strong local shareholder 
base.”
	 Argent Energy’s latest investment is 
a new facility at the Motherwell biodiesel 
plant to prepare tallow and recycled 
cooking oil for use in the biodiesel 
production process. The facility is 
nearing completion and will expand and 
improve the company’s locally-sourced 
raw material supply. The biodiesel plant 
has a yearly capacity of 50 million liters 
(13.2 million gallons).
	 The U.K.’s Renewable Transport 
Fuel Obligation is now in place and 
requires 3.25 percent of fuel sold in the 
country to come from renewable sources, 
with the percentage rising to five percent 
by 2013/2014. The United Kingdom has 
also agreed to the European Union target 
of 10 percent by 2020.

Canada Continues to 
Invest Millions in Biodiesel
	 After awarding up to $19.9 million 
to Western Biodiesel earlier this summer, 
the Government of Canada is now 
investing up to $72.4 million over 
the next seven years to support the 
production of biodiesel at the BIOX 
Canada, Ltd., Hamilton, ON, facility.
	 The  funding  i s  par t  o f  the 
government’s ecoENERGY for Biofuels 
program, which will invest up to $1.5 
billion over nine years to encourage the 
development of a strong, competitive 
renewable fuels industry in Canada.

Canada’s Manitoba 
Mandates Biodiesel 
	 Manitoba has become the first 
Canadian province to require biodiesel 
in the provincial diesel supply. 
	 Beginning November 1, 2009, 
Manitoba will set a mandate that requires, 
on average, two percent biodiesel in all 
diesel fuel sold in a year. This will give 
fuel suppliers the flexibility to deal with 
cold weather conditions in Manitoba. It 
is anticipated that five percent biodiesel 
blends will be used on a seasonal basis 
during the warmer months to meet the 
mandate requirements. 
	 Manitoba will also consider a higher 
mandate once there is a Canadian fuel 
standard in place for biodiesel blends 
above five percent.
	 The blend mandate builds on 
a previously announced regulation 
requiring the licensing of biodiesel 
manufacturers and the adoption of fuel 
quality standards that will help ensure 
the integrity of the fuel supply (see 
“Biofuels Bulletin” in the February 2009 
Render).
	 Manitoba’s government intends 
to provide greater support for local 
biodiesel and economic development 
opportunities by replacing the current 
fuel tax exemption with a 14 cent per 
liter, five-year production grant for both 
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on- and off-road biodiesel produced 
in Manitoba in the spring of 2010 
to help keep Manitoba competitive 
with incentives offered in other North 
American jurisdictions.
	 Western Canadian provinces are 
leading the nation in blending biodiesel 
in their diesel supply. British Columbia 
has a biodiesel mandate of five percent 
due by January 1, 2010, and Alberta has 
a two percent biodiesel blend coming by 
July 1, 2010.

Ford’s New Diesel Engine 
Compatible Up to B20
	 Ford Motor Company is unveiling 
new diesel technology with its 6.7-liter 
Power Stroke V-8 turbocharged diesel 
engine in its 2011 F-Series Super 
Duty trucks, which will be compatible 
up to a 20 percent biodiesel blend 
(B20) allowing greener fueling options. 
According to Ford, the new diesel engine 
will deliver significant improvements in 
torque, horsepower, and fuel economy 
while adding more fueling flexibility and 
easily meeting stringent new emissions 
requirements.

High Plains Bioenergy 
Earns BQ-9000 Status
	 High Plains Bioenergy’s biodiesel 
plant in Guymon, OK, recently received 
BQ-9000 Producer status from the 
National Biodiesel Accreditation 
Commission (NBAC). This designation 
is the highest level of industry-recognized 
quality assurance. High Plains Bioenergy, 
a subsidiary of Seaboard Foods, operates 
a 30 million gallon per year biodiesel 
plant that uses animal fats, including pork 
fat, from the adjacent Seaboard Foods 
pork processing plant, and vegetable oils 
as the feedstock to make biodiesel.
	 BQ-9000 is a voluntary fuel quality 
assurance program overseen by the 
NBAC and adopted by the National 
Biodiesel Board. BQ-9000 couples 
the foundation of universally accepted 
quality management systems with 
the production specification, ASTM 
International D6751, and has become 
the premier quality designation in 
the biodiesel industry. The program 
covers storage, sampling, testing, 
blending, shipping, distribution, and 
fuel management practices. 
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Illinois Ups Biodiesel 
Mandate for State Fleets
	 Diesel powered vehicles owned by 
the state of Illinois or any units of local 
government will now be running on a 
five percent biodiesel blend, up from 
a two percent blend first instituted in 
2006, when refueling at a bulk central 
fueling facility. The bill was passed by 
legislative leaders and signed by Illinois 
Governor Pat Quinn in August 2009, 
with an effective date of July 1, 2009.

Rothsay Expands  
Green Fleet 
	 Rothsay, a business unit of Maple 
Leaf Foods, Inc., is now running its 
Moorefield, ON, Canada fleet of 25 
trucks on biodiesel, bringing  the total 
environmentally sustainable fleet to 
more than 100 vehicles. The Moorefield, 
Dundas, and Montreal fleets are fueled by 
a minimum five percent blend of biodiesel 
produced at Rothsay’s Montreal facility.  
	 “We’ve had great success running 
biodiesel blends in our own fleets, even 
in the harshest winter conditions, at our 
Montreal operation which provides a 
practical demonstration of how biodiesel 
usage can be successful in Canadian 
weather conditions,” said Todd Moser, 
vice president, Alternative Fuels, 
Rothsay.
	 Rothsay is reducing its environmental 
footprint by fueling its fleet with its own 
biodiesel produced from animal by-
products and recycled restaurant grease. 
The three fleets combined will consume 
more than 3 million liters (792,500 
gallons) of blended biodiesel annually, 
the equivalent of removing 51 passenger 
vehicles from the road each year. 
	 The renderer began fueling its 
Montreal fleet with biodiesel in 2002 
and expanded its program to include 
its Dundas trucks last fall.  In addition, 
the Montreal facility now has two 
trucks running on 100 percent biodiesel 
year-round. Rothsay’s future plans 
include expanding the fueling program 
to other operations in Canada where 
practical. The company opened the first 
commercial-scale biodiesel facility in 
Canada in 2005 and currently produces 
approximately 35 million liters (9.2 
million gallons) annually.

Massachusetts Releases 
Controversial Biofuels 
Mandate 
	 The Massachusetts Department 
of Energy Resources (DOER) has 
released the state’s biofuels mandate 
after spending months evaluating input 
from stakeholders. From July 1, 2011, 
producers of petroleum diesel and 
heating fuel oil will be required to 
include two to three percent biodiesel in 
their product, with the decision made by 
the state at the end of 2010. Every gallon 
of biodiesel added to petroleum diesel 
in the 12 months prior to the mandate 
will be given credit toward the required 
amount added after the implementation 
date. The mandate officially begins July 
1, 2010.
	 One point of contention with 
biodiesel producers and industry is the 
requirement that DOER will only qualify 
biofuels derived from waste feedstocks 
that yield the 50 percent greenhouse 
gas reduction threshold, eliminating 
biodiesel produced from food and non-
food crops from the mandate. However, 
DOER has stated it and the state’s 
Department of Environmental Protection 
will “continue to track and engage 
with federal and California efforts to 
establish analytical methodologies and 
protocols for evaluating non-waste 
feedstock biofuels, and will expeditiously 
seek to adopt such protocols, as they 
become available, for the purpose of the 
Massachusetts Biofuels Mandate.”

Rocky Mountain to 
Supply Biodiesel
	 Rocky Mountain Sustainable 
Enterprises, LLC, has entered into a 
biodiesel fuel supply agreement with 
fuel distributor Gray Oil Company, Inc., 
to supply up to 4.5 million gallons per 
year of biodiesel fuel for a three-year 
term. The agreement has an estimated 
revenue value of $45 million over the 
length of the contract.
	 The biodiesel will be supplied from 
Rocky Mountain’s Colorado facility, a $5 
million plant that breaks ground this fall 
in Fort Morgan, CO, after a three-year 
“due diligence technology period” in 
which a European company was selected. 
At the time of commissioning – expected 
in the summer of 2010 – the facility 
will have an initial annual production 

capacity of 4.5 million gallons per year 
and primarily use recycled cooking oil 
the company collects as its feedstock.

Students to Help Fuel 
Regional Biodiesel Efforts 
	 University of North Carolina (UNC) 
at Charlotte, together with Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Utilities, Central Piedmont 
Community College, and the Centralina 
Council of Governments, recently 
was awarded a Green Business Fund 
Grant. The $85,000 grant, along with a 
$99,850 grant from the Biofuels Center 
of North Carolina, will aid in the study 
and development of a highly integrated 
biodiesel production facility for Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Utilities. 
	 The regional partnership will 
cultivate an oil seed crop on five acres 
of land owned by Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Utilities and irrigated with reclaimed 
water to produce biodiesel fuel. 
	 Work will also be conducted through 
UNC Charlotte’s new Infrastructure, 
Design, Environment, and Sustainability 
Center to determine how much brown 
grease is generated in the county, its 
chemical makeup, and how much 
biodiesel could be produced from the 
region.
	 According to Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Utilities, not many studies have been 
done on brown grease currently removed 
from restaurant grease traps and black 
grease collected in sewer lines, which is 
often taken to landfills because it is mixed 
with wastewater. Grease poured down 
drains is the leading cause of sanitary 
sewer overflows in the utility’s 4,000-
mile wastewater collection system. The 
funding also supports a vetting process 
to identify qualified vendors with brown 
grease-to-biodiesel technology.
	 Students from UNC Charlotte 
and Central Piedmont Community 
College will assist with various aspects 
of the projects. Centralina Council of 
Governments is administering the grants 
through its Clean Fuels Coalition. 

Tennessee Students 
Producing Biodiesel from 
Waste Grease
	 East Tennessee has welcomed a 
new alternative fuel production facility 
to the region, providing students at the 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville 
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Wave® Tote DumpWave® Frame-Type 
Rendering Trailer

Another 87,000 Cows to be Retired
	 After removing a record 101,000 cows from the milking herd this past July, 
Cooperatives Working Together (CWT) is in the process of taking another 87,000 
cows out of production. Nearly 300 farms have been accepted in the second-largest 
herd retirement since the farmer-funded self-help program began in 2003.
	 Seventy-three percent of the current farms selected are located east of the 
Mississippi River, while 70 percent of the 87,000 cows to be retired come from 
the Western and Southwest regions of the United States. Seventy-two percent of 
the 1.8 billion pounds of milk removed will come from those two regions.
	 “The increase in the percentage of farms selected east of the Mississippi in 
this herd retirement compared to the one just completed is an indication that the 
financial distress farmers are feeling is not unique to one or two regions of the 
country, but being felt nationwide,” said Jim Tillison, chief operating officer at 
CWT.
	 Both the average herd size (296 cows) and the average production per cow 
(20,884 pounds) are the highest of any of the eight herd retirements CWT has 
carried out, indicating that “these are not just small farms with low-end cows that 
would have soon been gone anyway,” Tillison said. “These are, in many cases, 
larger herds with significant potential future milk production that CWT is removing 
in order to help bring supply back into line with demand.”
	 CWT is also removing approximately 3,200 bred heifers, nearly three times 
the next highest number since the option was added to the herd retirement program 
a year ago. 
	 Combined with CWT’s previous two herd retirements, a total production 
capacity of 4.8 billion pounds of milk has been removed from the U.S. supply 
since December 2008.
	 CWT staff will continue to monitor key economic indicators in order to 
determine if and when to implement another herd retirement. R

a hands-on learning experience in the 
operation, maintenance, evaluation, and 
distribution of biodiesel.
	 Built with an Alternative Fuels 
Innovations Grant from the Tennessee 
Department of Environment and 
Conservation in partnership with 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
(SACE), the community-based biodiesel 
production unit will convert waste 
cooking oil from local restaurants into 
useable fuel. The production unit, which 
is located on the University of Tennessee 
agricultural campus, will also be a 
research center for other agriculture fuels 
like soybean oil and oilseed crops.
	 Full production for the medium-
scale mobile unit will approach 380,000 
gallons of biodiesel per year. SACE 
will collect the waste cooking oil from 
participating restaurants and food service 
establishments in the Knoxville, TN, 
area. The alliance will then supply 
biodiesel to the university, community 
businesses, and others. Known as 
Clean Energy Biofuels, SACE has been 
running a similar pilot program with 150 
participating restaurants in Atlanta, GA, 
in partnership with Emory University. R
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Tech

Topics
Loader Makes a Hauler’s Life Easier

By Tina Caparella

	 Rendering is a tough business, and 
perhaps one of the more strenuous jobs 
in the industry is dead stock hauling. 
It’s physically demanding, can be time-
consuming, and can often pose personal 
safety and biosecurity risks. But some 
dead stock haulers and renderers have 
found a new way to make a difficult job 
easier.
	 Several years ago, Tim Postma of 
Sioux Valley Rendering in Rock Valley, 
IA, was looking for a less backbreaking 
way of doing his job as a dead stock 
collector. After a Thanksgiving dinner 
conversation with his tow-truck driving 
uncle, he decided to search the Internet 
for some type of truck-mounted lifting 
and loading equipment. There he came 
across a company named Scaffidi 
Commercial Trucks.
	 “I stumbled upon a truck they 
already had with a Serco log loader and 
went from there,” Postma recalled. He 
worked with Brian Stanley at Scaffidi, 
and together they spent hours developing 
the best way to equip a truck to eliminate 
the physical labors of hauling dead 

stock. Some time later, the rendering 
knuckleboom loader was born.
	 Most dead stock is collected using 
a cable or chain to load the animal 
into a trailer, meaning the driver must 
physically step onto the client’s property 
to attach the chain to the animal that is 
then pulled into the container by a winch. 
Once the animal is loaded, the driver 
must then climb into the open rendering 
trailer to remove the chain. Long-time 
haulers can be quick at their job, but it’s 
a labor-intensive operation that comes 
with the risk of injuries.
	 With the knuckleboom loader, the 
collection driver never steps foot on the 
ground or touches the dead animal. There 
is no pulling, manual lifting, or climbing 
into the trailer either, eliminating the 
backbreaking aspects of the job.
	 “There is basically no work 
involved,” Postma confirmed. “I rarely 
get my hands dirty.” In fact, prior to 
the development of the knuckleboom 
loader, Postma and his father, Vern, were 
both considering getting out of the dead 
stock hauling and rendering business 

because of the physical demands of the 
job. Since using the loader over the past 
three to four years, Vern has postponed 
his retirement and is now actually 
having fun, according to his son, a fourth 
generation hauler.
	 Postma said his clients are impressed 
with the quickness of the loader – he is 
generally at each collection stop for 
about one minute – which has cut 
collection times down by two hours a day 
for each of the company’s three trucks. 
Sioux Valley Rendering services about 
40 to 60 customers per day, per truck. 
Each truck is equipped with a loader 
capable of collecting up to 3,900 pounds 
(lbs.) of material at once. 
	 While a loader can easily be mounted 
on an existing truck, some modifications 
are usually necessary and, at about 4,000 
lbs. each, a loader adds additional weight 
to an already heavy truck. Despite the 
sticker price, which some have said is 
“up there,” Scaffidi’s Stanley said clients 
have told him the loader is life-changing, 
explaining that some older haulers who 
were looking at retiring because of the 
physical toll of their job, have continued 
to work now that the loader does all the 
manual labor.
	 Collection clients are also impressed 
with the biosecurity aspect of the loader. 
No longer are drivers dragging animals 
and chains across the ground, and 
because drivers remain on the truck, the 
possibility of transmitting any potential 
pathogens from farm to farm is mostly 
eliminated.
	 The knuckleboom loader is manu-
factured by Kesla in Finland and Scaffidi, 
based in Stevens Point, WI, is the North 
American distributor. Models range in 
size from just over 2,000 lbs. of lift at 10 
feet with an 18-foot, eight-inch reach, to 
“as big as you’d like to go,” Stanley said, 
with one such loader capable of lifting 
over 7,700 lbs. with a 30-foot reach. Most 
knuckleboom loaders customized for the 
rendering industry include a z-folding 
boom, for easy stowing while dumping, 
and modified grapples, plated in on the 

The new Kesla knuckleboom loader eliminates the physical 
demands of being a dead stock hauler.
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sides for “scooping” purposes. 
	 Kenny Behrendt, a Minnesota dead 
stock hauler for the past 12 years, said 
the loader is “excellent” and has made it 
easier for him to hire drivers, who now 
don’t get within 20 feet of the dead stock 
they’re collecting. Behrendt boasted that 
the loader is a cleaner system, saves 
time and fuel, allows for more frequent 
collection, and is safer than using a chain, 
which has led to a few lost fingers. He 
began using the loader three years ago 
on each of his four semi-tractors after 
hearing about it from Postma. Behrendt 
primarily collects hogs and cattle and 
delivers them for rendering to Central 
Bi-Products in Redwood Falls, MN.
	 Darris Dehncke, a contract hauler 
for Central Bi-Products for 21 years, 
installed a Kesla knuckleboom loader 
on his straight truck two years ago after 
seeing it in action on another hauler’s 
truck. He said it’s the only way he will 
ever pick up dead stock. Dehncke is 
impressed with the cleanliness of the 
operation – he now wears tennis shoes 
and shorts to work, something he never 
would have done prior to installing the 
loader – and noted that farmers like the 
loader because it picks up “everything.” 
The equipment is so easy to operate that 
Dehncke’s 16-year-old son controls the 
loader most of the time and has decided 
to follow in his father’s footsteps.
	 “It’s not a very complicated piece 
of equipment,” Dehncke pointed out. 
Besides the sanitary benefits, it saves 
him about two hours a day and allows the 
trailer to be filled to capacity. “The loader 
pays for itself every day,” he stated.
	 Not  a l l  of  Scaff id i ’s  Kes la 
knuckleboom loaders are mounted on 
trucks. Sheldon Andrews decided to 
install a stationary loader in Iowa Protein 
Solutions’ new plant in Estherville, IA, 
that came online in December 2008. 
Originally a smaller loader was installed, 
but after being impressed with the 
equipment, five feet of concrete was 
poured to handle a loader capable of 
lifting over 7,000 lbs. with a 30-foot 
reach. Andrews said the loader can empty 
a 45,000 lb. trailer load of poultry and 
porcine material directly into a grinder 
in about 30 minutes. He trains many 
employees to operate the loader who 
all enjoy running the equipment, which 
features an enclosed cab complete with 
a heater for those chilly Iowa winters. 
Andrews learned about the loader from 

a few of the company’s contract dead 
stock haulers that are using them, like 
Tyler Pedersen of TNT Rendering.
	 Pedersen has been a cattle farmer all 
his life and a dead stock hauler for three 
years. When he learned of the loader 
from Postma, it was the first piece of 
equipment he added to each of his trucks 
when he began his own company two 
years ago. Pedersen said it makes the 
job of dead stock hauling easier and he’s 
not exhausted after a day of work. TNT 
Rendering has four trucks, one straight 
and two semi-tractors, that feature the 
loader. He and his drivers are also able 
to complete more stops since the loader 
makes it faster to pick up the material.

	 “And there’s a lot less risk than 
climbing in and out of a box,” Pedersen 
added.
	 According to Stanley at Scaffidi, 
stationary-mounted knuckleboom 
loaders can feed grinders, augers, and 
conveyors; are quicker than a wheel 
loader or bobcat for moving product; 
and offer a smoother operation and less 
moving components for maintenance. 
The loader operator works from a high 
visibility platform, reaching around 
material to pick up and separate. Stanley 
said the loader is expected to have twice 
the life cycle of a wheel loader, and 
when run by electricity, there are zero 
emissions in an enclosed facility. R
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ACREC

Solutions By Annel K. Greene, PhD
Center Director, Clemson University  
Animal Co-Products Research and Education Center

Forums Address Rendering’s Role in Carcass 
Disposal and Managing Biological Hazards
	 The 3rd International Symposium on 
the Management of Animal Carcasses, 
Tissue, and Related Byproducts: 
Connecting Research, Regulations, and 
Response was held July 21-23, 2009, 
at the University of California Davis 
in Davis, CA. The event showcased 
various research projects conducted on 
carcass disposal and featured discussion 
forums on procedures for emergency 
and disease outbreak events. Numerous 
scientific studies also were presented via 
the conference poster session. 
	 The majority of the scientific data 
introduced at the conference related to 
composting animal mortalities. Clemson 
University Animal Co-Products Research 
and Education Center (ACREC) 
researchers presented the only rendering-
related scientific study in a poster that 
described ACREC’s study validating 
the destruction of avian influenza via 
rendering processes.
	 The magnitude of potential carcass 
disposal issues was brought into focus 
by discussions of emergency events 
impacting confined animal feeding 
operations around the country. Because 
of the potential scope of the issue, 
challenges exist in disposal of animal 
carcasses in case of a major depopulation 
event. In an example given, burial of 
large-scale mortalities from a beef 
feedlot could require not just a few 
acres of land but perhaps 50 to 100 
acres or more depending on animal 
populations. Composting in the Midwest 
region of the country could be especially 
problematic because of limited available 
carbon material to add to the compost 
for promoting bacterial action. Landfill 
deposition of carcasses poses numerous 
problems including the need to backfill 
with other materials to prevent landfill 
slides upon carcass decomposition.
	 Various federal and state govern-
mental agency personnel, including 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA’s) Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Services (APHIS), participated 
in the symposium. The role of rendering 
was discussed for carcass disposal in 
depopulation events. Discussions related 
to rendering centered on (1) the need 
for safe transport to rendering facilities; 
(2) ability to schedule large volumes of 
materials through rendering cookers; 
(3) validating destruction of disease-
causing pathogens via rendering; (4) 
worker safety; and (5) development 
of standard operating procedures for 
cleaning and disinfecting the rendering 
plant after processing depopulated 
carcasses to allow resumption of normal 
operations. Attendees recognized the 
need for research to assist in planning 
for emergency depopulation events. 

Forum on Managing Biological 
Hazards in Rendering
	 On August 18, 2009, an educational 
forum was presented at Clemson 
University by rendering experts rep-
resenting the Animal Protein Producers 
Industry (APPI). The goal of the forum 
was to instruct Clemson’s ACREC 
personnel about issues related to 
management of biological hazards in 
rendered products and various feed 
safety challenges for rendered animal 
products, including the impact of the 
Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA’s) 
Reportable Food Registry. Traveling 
to Clemson to present the forum were 
David Kirstein, director of Technical 
Services at Darling International, Inc.; 
Dr. Ross Hamilton, vice president for 
Government Affairs and Technology at 
Darling International; Dr. David Meeker, 
senior vice president, Scientific Services, 
National Renderers Association (NRA)/
APPI; and Dr. Sergio Nates, president 
of the Fats and Proteins Research 
Foundation. Approximately 25 Clemson 
University food microbiologists attended 
and learned about the current challenges 
and needs of the rendering industry.
	 Kirstein opened the forum with 

a presentation entitled “Managing 
Biological Hazards in Rendered Products 
through Process Controls,” in which he 
described industry methods of preventing 
product failures via hazard analysis and 
critical control point processes. He 
discussed the growing considerations 
among regulatory agencies regarding 
process controls over production of feed 
ingredients and animal feed. Kirstein 
explained the good manufacturing 
practice safety controls already in 
place in the rendering industry as well 
as the APPI Code of Practice that 
established the “minimum practices and 
accreditation process that promotes the 
safety of rendered animal proteins and 
fats for feed use.”
	 Hamilton presented “Pathogen 
Destruction by Rendering: the Need for 
Validation Tools,” where he discussed 
the role of rendering in sustainability for 
the food animal industries and explained 
the process of rendering. He continued by 
posing the question, “Why is validating 
pathogen destruction important?” and 
then discussed the implications of this 
for disease prevention, governmental 
requirements/regulations, and the 
economic viability of the rendering 
industry. Hamilton stated that the 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FDCA) 
definition of “food” is defined as “articles 
of food or drink for man or other animals 
– including components of any such 
articles.” He further explained that FDA’s 
Center for Veterinary Medicine (CVM), 
in its Compliance Policy Guide (CPG), 
“interprets the FDCA to allow different 
standards for foods intended for human 
use versus feed intended for animal use 
[CPG 7126.20 and 7126.24].” 
	 In the past, FDA/CVM promulgated 
that rendered products are safe (CPG 
7126.24). However, Hamilton explained 
that after September 8, 2009, FDA 
may approve “only processes that 
are scientifically validated to kill the 
pathogen before approving plans to 
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divert recalled food to animal feed.” 
Clemson ACREC microbiologists joined 
in a discussion of thermal death time 
and the progress/challenges that have 
occurred in the continuing quest to 
derive this information. In research 
supported by the rendering industry, 
Clemson has made major progress in 
addressing unique challenges in bacterial 
enumeration from high fat rendered 
materials. With this newly discovered 
information, ACREC personnel will be 
able to continue research on validation 
of pathogen destruction via rendering.
	 Meeker presented “Feed Safety 
Challenges for Rendered Products,” in 
which he described real, market, and 
regulatory challenges in the industry. He 
discussed the scientific needs for proving 
and improving the rendering process 
for removal of hazards. The scientific 
needs described were identification 
of pathogens including the species, 
virulence, and incidence within rendered 
products. Meeker further indicated 
the need for validation of pathogen 
destruction and documentation to support 
process controls.  
	 The forum allowed an excellent 
discussion with Clemson ACREC 
microbiologists and rendering industry 
experts. Several pertinent research 
projects were identified for assisting the 
industry in meeting the challenges of 
managing biological hazards in rendering 
processes and products. Educating the 
researchers on industry needs is critical 
to helping ACREC personnel best serve 
the rendering industry.
	 After meeting with the micro-
biologists, the rendering team met with 
ACREC researcher Dr. Charles Gooding 
to discuss the carbon footprint project 
that is currently underway at Clemson 
University. Gooding is finalizing a 
calculator that will assist renderers in 
evaluating their carbon emissions.

APHIS, NRA, and ACREC Meeting
	 Meeker and Dr. Annel Greene of 
Clemson University ACREC met with 
environmental engineer Lori Miller and 
veterinarian Dr. Darrel Styles of USDA/
APHIS National Center for Animal Health 
Emergency Management on September 
8, 2009. The conference was held at the 
NRA headquarters office in Alexandria, 
VA. Research needs for carcass disposal 
in emergencies were discussed, with 
the development of standards for 

cleaning and disinfecting rendering 
processing plants for resumption of 
normal operations listed as a priority. 
Other projects addressed included 
validation of thermal destruction of 
various pathogens via rendering as well 
as development of a current summary of 
the rendering industry needs including the 
consequences of regulations/events on 
the economic viability of the industry. 
	 Clemson University ACREC has a 
select team of microbiologists and food 
scientists ready to address development 
of standard operating procedures for 

plant clean-up after processing of 
carcasses from a depopulation event. 
Members of ACREC previously worked 
on validation of rendering for destroying 
major pathogens such as avian influenza; 
this team will continue to work in this 
area with other pathogens. Important 
strides have been made by ACREC 
researchers in developing methodology 
for verifying destruction of viral and 
bacterial pathogens that will assist in 
accomplishing the next critical research in 
development of thermal death time values 
and validated pathogen destruction. R
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Labor and the

Law By Mark A. Lies II
Seyfarth Shaw, LLP

Supervisor Duty to Enforce OSHA Compliance
	 Editor’s Note – Mark A. Lies II is a 
labor and employment law attorney and 
partner with the Chicago, IL, law firm 
of Seyfarth Shaw, LLP. He specializes 
in occupational safety and health and 
related employment law and personal 
injury litigation. Legal topics provide 
general information, not specific legal 
advice. Individual circumstances may 
limit or modify this information.

	 Currently, the American workplace 
is undergoing a seismic demographic 
change as the so-called “baby boomer” 
generation retires and is replaced by 
members of the upcoming generations:
	 •  Baby Boomer (generally born 
from 1946 to 1964)
	 •  Generation X (generally born 
from 1965 to 1976)
	 •   G e n e r a t i o n  Y / M i l l e n n i a l 
Generation (generally born from 1977 
to as late as 2002)
	 This transition is particularly critical 
in the area of occupational safety and 
health compliance, more specifically, 
the legal duty of the supervisor to 
enforce Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) compliance. 
Unless the new breed of supervisors 
are aware of their duty to enforce 
compliance and, more importantly, how 
to impose and document compliance 
through discipline, this legal duty will 
not be performed and the employer, and 
the supervisor, can be subject to civil and 
criminal liability under OSHA.

Legal Status of Supervisor
	 In the workplace, the supervisor 
occupies a critical role. Since the 
employer is typically a corporation, 
it must act through its employees. 
Those employees who are designated as 
supervisors (typically employees who 
have the authority to hire, fire, enforce 
discipline, or enter into contractual 
relationships) are considered under the 
law to be “agents” of the employers 
with authority to create legal liability 
against the employer for their actions, 

including their negligent or intentional 
acts that may constitute violations of 
OSHA regulations.
	 Unfortunately, many supervisors do 
not realize that they occupy this status or 
the extent to which their actions (either 
their affirmative actions or their failure to 
take actions when necessary) can create 
legal liability. More importantly, many 
supervisors are totally unaware of their 
own exposure to personal liability (for 
monetary judgments against them and 
their financial assets) or worse, personal 
criminal liability.

Duty to Train Supervisor
	 Obviously, if the workplace is not 
being directed by skilled supervisors, 
chaos is a likely outcome. Thus, just as 
it is necessary to train the supervisor to 
oversee the production at the workplace, 
it is necessary to provide training 
regarding the operation of several laws 
that will be intimately involved with the 
supervisor’s day-to-day interaction with 
employees, including the Occupational 
Safety and Health Act, whistleblower 
laws, and state civil and criminal laws 
relating to workplace safety and health.

Occupational Safety and Health Law
	 From the outset, supervisors must be 
made aware of their role as the primary 
enforcer of the employer’s safety and 
health policies, through a walk-around 
to identify hazards and violations and 
the imposition of written or verbal (with 
documentation) discipline on employees 
who have violated the policies.  In order 
to perform this function the supervisor 
must have also received prior in-depth 
training to be capable of identifying 
workplace hazards and the OSHA 
regulations or employer policies that 
are applicable. It is crucial that the 
employer document this training in 
order to establish that it has a competent 
supervisor fulfilling this role.
	 The training obligation imposed on 
the supervisor is further complicated 
by the fact that the supervisor may not 

have the ability to communicate with 
his/her employees because of a language 
or cultural barrier. If these barriers are 
not bridged, the supervisor cannot train 
his/her subordinates as to the required 
safety or health matters (e.g., hazard 
communication, lockout/tagout, fall 
protection, etc.) nor can he/she effectively 
communicate disciplinary action either 
verbally or in writing. It is strongly 
recommended that bilingual face-to-face 
training and written materials be utilized 
to meet this obligation.
	 In addition, supervisors must be 
clearly made aware that their failure to 
identify hazards and to enforce safety and 
health policies can lead to the issuance 
of civil citations by OSHA with, in some 
cases, significant monetary penalties 
against the employer. More importantly, 
the supervisor’s training must include 
potential employer and supervisor 
criminal liability under federal law for 
fatalities due to the supervisor’s action 
in causing violations of regulations 
because of conduct that is intentional or 
indifferent in nature. Under state law, 
there may be additional criminal liability 
facing a supervisor that far exceeds those 
under federal law.
	 Another area of concern is the 
supervisor’s role in responding to an 
OSHA inspection. The supervisor is 
most likely unaware of the rights of the 
employees, the employer, and OSHA 
during an investigation and how to 
assert the rights of employees and the 
employer. Moreover, he/she must be 
aware of criminal liability for obstructing 
the inspections and the duty to provide 
truthful responses to the agency.

Whistleblower Laws
	 Finally, supervisors may have no 
awareness of whistleblower laws that 
protect employees against adverse 
employment action (termination, 
demotion, etc.) when they complain to 
the employer about workplace hazards 
that would constitute protected activity. 
Again, the supervisor must be made 
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Continued on page 33

aware that any such complaints made to 
the supervisor must not be used as a basis 
for negative action against the employee, 
despite the supervisor’s belief that such 
complaints may be factually incorrect or 
are being made to embarrass, or worse, 
to cause the supervisor to be subject to 
negative job action by the employer.

Generational Attitudes Toward 
Discipline
	 Because  of  wide ly  vary ing 
generational attitudes toward discipline 
of any sort in our society, the employer 
faces a significant task in assuring that 
supervisors understand the concept 
within the workplace and how to 
effectuate disciplinary action in a 
professional manner. For example, 
supervisors from Generation X and Y/
Millennials, may simply not comprehend 
the concept of discipline since they may 
not have experienced it at home (e.g., 
both parents have careers and are not 
present to observe behavior and impose 
discipline) or in school (because of 
the significant restraints imposed on 
educators regarding student discipline) 
or through the media (which frequently 
illustrates inappropriate conduct or 
violation of societal rules as the norm).
	 With these challenges, an employer 
cannot assume that the new cadre of 
supervisors are (1) formally trained 
and/or culturally attuned to confront 
employees who violate safety and 
health procedures; (2) equipped to 
communicate to the employee violator 
that certain conduct is impermissible in 
a positive, supportive manner; and (3) 
aware of how to document the discipline 
that has been imposed and the obligation 
to follow up to ensure that corrective 
action has been taken, and if not, to 
evaluate whether further discipline or 
termination is appropriate.
	 In order  to  accomplish this 
educational process, the employer must 
conduct training for supervisors in the 
means and methods to utilize to enforce 
discipline in a positive, professional 
manner. Thereafter, supervisors need to 
be observed to evaluate whether they 
are in fact implementing the necessary 
disciplinary procedures (that may be 
required under a labor agreement or 
employee handbook), and if not, to coach 
the supervisor to develop these skills.
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Aquaculture Group Seeks 
Comments on Standards
	 Drafts of the new Best Aquaculture 
Practices (BAP) standards for feed mills, 
developed under the guidance of the 
Standards Oversight Committee (SOC) 
of the Global Aquaculture Alliance 
(GAA), are posted for public comment 
at www.gaalliance.org/comment5.
html. Interested parties should submit 
comments by October 31, 2009.
	 Two draft documents – the standards/
guidelines and accompanying audit 
form – are provided online in portable 
document format. The first file outlines 
the standards, as well as the reasons 
for their requirements and how best to 
comply with the standards. The draft 
audit form indicates how evaluators will 
review feed mills for compliance with 
the BAP standards.
	 In addition to social and environ-
mental responsibility, the new feed mill 
standards encompass food safety and 
traceability. Audit questions address 
potential chemical and other safety 
hazards, and require certified feed plants 
to comply with regulations regarding feed 
ingredients. Feed mills must also obtain 

marine meals and oils from sustainable 
sources and provide information on the 
levels of these products used in feeds.
	 The SOC recently approved the 
release of the new standards for public 
comment after reviewing an initial draft 
submitted by the Feed Mill Technical 
Committee. After evaluating comments 
received, the technical committee will 
consider changes to the standards 
and forward a revised document to 
the SOC for further approval. All 
properly submitted comments will be 
acknowledged.
	 The National Renderers Association 
and Fats and Proteins Research Founda-
tion (FPRF) have worked with the GAA 
as part of both groups’ overall strategy 
to be more proactive with engaging 
standard-setting bodies, both private and 
government. The industry’s goal is to 
have standards and/or recommendations 
concerning rendered products based on 
science versus emotions.
	 Dr. Sergio Nates, FPRF president, 
is chairman of the GAA’s Feed Mill 
Certification Committee and has been 
involved over the past few years 
developing these standards. Not only 
are rendered products currently accepted 

in the text, they are specifically referred 
to under “Environment Fishmeal and 
Fish Oil Conservations” as follows: 
“Important substitutes for proteins and 
oils from feed fisheries include meals 
and oils from plants, rendered animal 
proteins, fish-processing by-products, 
and emerging sources such as farmed 
marine polychaetes and algae meals.”
	 In addition to submission via the Web 
site, comments can be submitted by e-mail 
or fax to BAP Standards Coordinator 
Daniel Lee, e-mail dangaelle@aol.com, 
fax (44) 1248-716729, or Technical 
Committee Chairman Sergio Nates, 
e-mail snates@nationalrenderers.com, 
fax (703) 683-2626.

Barry Talley Passes
	 Rendering industry veteran Barry 
Talley passed away August 5, 2009, at 
the age of 76. He is survived by his wife, 
Helen, and numerous family members 
and friends.
	 After spending nearly two decades 
in the printing industry, Talley began his 
rendering career as a broker, eventually 
devoting 22 years to Moyer Packing, 
which later was purchased by Smithfield 
Beef, in Pennsylvania from which 
he retired. He worked as a rendering 
consultant during his retirement. 
	 Although a quiet man, Talley was a 
very active and supportive member of the 
National Renderers Association, and was 
especially involved with the International 
Market Development Committee. He 
was also a key player with the Animal 
Protein Producers Industry, where he 
served as chairman from 1994 to 1996.

BDI Names Marketing and 
Communications Manager
	 Bernd Oberzaucher has assumed 
responsibility for the marketing and 
corporate communication division of BDI 
– BioDiesel International AG, Austria. In 
addition to traditional marketing and 
communication tasks, his activities will 
focus on the continued development of 
BDI’s international presence.
	 Oberzaucher was previously 
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Law Continued from page 31employed in a managerial capacity at 
Steyr-Daimler-Puch Fahrzeugtechnik 
(automotive engineering), Magna Steyr, 
and most recently at the Arztekammer 
Steiermark (Medical Association of 
Styria) where he was responsible for 
marketing and public relations. 

JBS to Purchase Majority 
Stake in Pilgrim’s Pride
	 Under a reorganization plan filed 
under chapter 11 bankruptcy, Pilgrim’s 
Pride will sell 64 percent of its new 
common stock to JBS S.A. for $800 
million in cash. Proceeds from the sale 
of the stock will be used to fund cash 
distributions to allowed claims under the 
plan. The two companies have agreed to 
a transaction representing an enterprise 
value of approximately $2.8 billion.
	 Pilgrim’s Pride filed for bankruptcy 
December 1, 2008, and expects the plan 
to be confirmed by the court in time to 
emerge from bankruptcy before the end 
of this year.
	 Two years ago, JBS S.A. acquired 
Swift and Company, a U.S. beef and pork 
company, and in 2008, the Brazilian beef 
company purchased Smithfield Beef and 
Five Rivers Cattle Feeding. With the 
Pilgrim’s Pride acquisition, JBS S.A. 
will enter the U.S. poultry industry.

Klein Promoted at 
National Beef
	 Tim Klein has been named president 
and chief executive officer (CEO) of 
National Beef Packing Company, LLC, 
and has been appointed to the board of 
managers of the company. Klein had 
previously served as company president 
and chief operating officer since 1997. 
	 John Miller, who has been the CEO 
of National Beef for the past 17 years, 
will take on a new role as a consultant to 
the company and will retain his position 
on the board of managers.

Onken Named Distributor 
for Rotek Plastic Bins
	 Onken, Inc., a U.S. manufacturer of 
grease recycling equipment, has signed 
an agreement to be Rotek Plastic’s 
exclusive distributor for U.S. sales.
	 Rotek Plastic, a Canadian rotational 
mold plastics company, was founded in 
2004. The company began with a line of 
waste containers and later expanded into 

grease recycling containers in Canada. 
Rotek has recently expanded their 
products into the U.S. market. 
	 Onken originated in the bulk grease 
collection system in the early 1980s 
and has been providing grease handling 
equipment to the rendering industry.

Tyson Fresh Meats to Pay 
Millions for Discharges
	 Tyson Fresh Meats, Inc., has agreed 
to pay a $2,026,500 civil penalty to settle 
allegations that it violated terms of a 2002 
consent decree and a federally-issued 
pollution discharge permit at its meat 
processing facility in Dakota City, NE.
	 In April 2002, Tyson Fresh Meats, 
known as IBP, Inc., until May 2003, 
entered into a consent decree with the 
federal government and the Nebraska 
Department of Environmental Quality to 
bring wastewater discharges at its facility 
into compliance with state and federal 
law. Tyson discharges an average of five 
million gallons of treated effluent from 
its Dakota City facility into the Missouri 
River each day.

Continued on page 35

For more information call:

REDWOOD METAL WORKS
36419 US Hwy 71 • Redwood Falls, MN 56283

PH: 507-644-2893 • Fax: 507-644-7000
www.redwoodmetalworks.com

40’ End Dump Trailer

20’ Fat & Bone Body

32’ Dead Stock Trailer

Conclusion
	 As the regulatory environment in 
the workplace becomes more aggressive, 
it is more important than ever that 
supervisors, particularly Generation 
X and Y/Millennials, understand their 
role in enforcement of safety and health 
procedures and the liabilities they can 
create for themselves or their employer 
if they fail to perform this duty. 
	 Careful attention to career develop-
ment of these supervisors as to the means 
and methods of positive employee 
relations, including constructive 
discipline, will allow these supervisors 
to accomplish these tasks. R
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Mark Your

Calendar
October

Pet Food Institute (PFI) Annual 
Meeting, October 14-15, Washington, 
DC. Contact PFI at (202) 367-1120, or 
log on to www.petfoodinstitute.org.

Fats and Proteins Research Foun-
dation Annual Meeting, October 
19-20, San Francisco, CA. Log on to 
http://convention.nationalrenderers.org.

National Renderers Association 
76th Annual Convention, October 
20-23, San Francisco, CA. Log on to 
http://convention.nationalrenderers.org.

Biofuels International and 
Tank Storage Canada Expo 
and Conference, October 28-29, 
Montreal, QB, Canada. Log on to www.
biofuelsinternationalexpo.com/canada/ 
or www.tankstorageevents.com/
tscanada/conf_programme.shtml.

Worldwide Food Expo, October 
28-31, Chicago, IL. Sponsored by the 
American Meat Institute. Log on to 
www.worldwidefood.com.

November

6th Annual Canadian Renewable 
Fuels Summit, November 30-December 
2, Vancouver, BC, Canada. Presented 
by the Canadian Renewable Fuels 
Association. Log on to www.crfs2009.
com.

January 2010

Association of American Feed 
Control Officials Midyear Meet-
ing, January 18-22, Redondo Beach, 
CA. Log on to www.aafco.org, or e-mail 
Sharon Krebs at sharon@aafco.org.

American Feed Industry Asso-
ciation Pet Food Conference, 
January 26-27, Atlanta, GA. Log on to 
www.ife10.org.

International Poultry Expo , 
January 27-29, Atlanta, GA. The 
National Renderers Association will be 
participating in the expo for the second 
year. Log on to www.ipe10.org.

Cattle Industry Annual Convention 
and National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association Trade Show, January 
27-30, San Antonio, TX. Log on to www.
beefusa.org.

February 2010

National Biodiesel Conference 
and Expo, February 7-10, Grapevine, 
TX. Log on to www.biodieselconference.
org.

National Meat Association’s 64th 
Annual Convention, February 10-
13, Indian Wells, CA. Log on to www.
nmaonline.org.

Pacific Coast Renderers Association 
78th Annual Convention, February 
18-21, Indian Wells, CA. Contact 
Jeanette Caito at (415) 441-2121, or 
e-mail caitosf@mcn.org.

Pumper and Cleaner Environmental 
Expo International, February 24-27, 
St. Louisville, KY. Log on to www.
pumpershow.com. R

North American Distributor

EPA Finalizes GHG 
Reporting System
	 On January 1, 2010, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) will, for the first time, require 
large emitters of heat-trapping emissions 
to begin collecting greenhouse gas 
(GHG) data under a new reporting 
system. This new program will cover 
approximately 85 percent of the 
nation’s GHG emissions and apply 
to roughly 10,000 facilities that emit 
25,000 metric tons or more of carbon 
dioxide equivalent per year. The first 
annual reports for the largest emitting 
facilities, covering calendar year 2010, 
will be submitted to EPA in 2011. 
Some source categories included in the 
proposed rule are still under review.
	 More information on the reporting 
system and requirements are available 
at www.epa.gov/climatechange/
emissions/ghgrulemaking.html. R

34  October 2009 • Render	 www.rendermagazine.com



People Continued from page 33

	 The 2002 consent decree required 
IBP to complete a supplemental 
environmental project, specifically a 
$2.9 million nitrification system that 
was intended to reduce the amount of 
ammonia in its wastewater discharges 
to the Missouri River. 	The decree also 
provided that once the installation of 
the nitrification system was complete, 
enforcement would begin on certain 
limits of a new National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit relating to toxicity and ammonia 
levels in the facility’s treated wastewater 
discharge.
	 According to an August 21, 2009, 
filing in U.S. District Court in Omaha, 
NE, the government alleges that from 
July 2003 through March 2004, Tyson 
failed to properly operate the nitrification 
system as required by the 2002 consent 
decree, and as a result, had numerous 
discharges of fecal coliform and nitrites 
in violation of its 2002 NPDES permit. 
Specifically, nitrites in the discharge 
caused high levels of toxicity to aquatic 
life in the Missouri River.
	 According to Tyson Foods, the 
company worked cooperatively with 
state and federal regulators concerning 
wastewater issues that occurred years 
ago at this former IBP plant. Those 
issues have been resolved and the plant’s 
Dakota City wastewater treatment 
system is operating effectively.
	 After Tyson became aware in 2003 
that some treatment plant processes 
were not performing as intended, 
operational changes were made and 
additional equipment and systems added, 
enabling the treatment system to function 
consistently. Some of the improvements 
included installing additional process 
monitoring equipment; expanding 
technical training in operations, 
awareness,  and troubleshooting; 
enhancing administrative, process, 
and  eng inee r ing  con t ro l s ;  and 
improving ongoing environmental and 
technical surveillance via the facility’s 
environmental, health, and safety 
management system.
	 Over the past nine years, approx-
imately $27 million has been spent 
upgrading and improving the IBP 
wastewater treatment system at Dakota 
City. This includes more than $4 million 
spent on modifications since 2003. R

Centrifuge Systems

Centrisys Corporation is a US manufacturer and leader in 
centrifuges for edible and inedible rendering.

Centrisys is the  #1 choice for high performance decanters
and separators with quality service and support.

Application Includes:

• Tallow Clari cation    
(Less than 0.15% Insoluble Impurities)

• Restaurant & Yellow Grease Separation

• DAF Skimmings - 3 Phase Separation

Features:

• High G Performance

• Advanced Wear Protection

• Simple & Reliable Operation

WWW.CENTRIFUGE-SYSTEMS.COM
Centrisys Corporation

 9586 58th Place  •  Kenosha, WI 53144  •  P (262) 654-6006  •  F (262) 654-6063  •  sales@centrisys.us

825 Performance Drive  •  Stockton, CA  95206  •  P (209) 983-0800  •  F (209) 983-0888  •  west@centrisys.us

Centrisys also services all brands of decanters and separators.
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Combo truck for sale – 2001 
Western Star, 20’ body, autoshift.  

Call Tim at (712) 470-3555

Used Boilers For Sale 
700 HP 150# O2 trim Economizer 

500 HP 200# Gas-#5 Oil 
500 HP 150# Complete Boiler Room 

Much more for your boiler room. 
Sales@McCainEngineering.com 

(205) 663-0123

2 used Anco cookers, 5’ x 12’, 
augers, and other equipment. 
Call Bud at (704) 485-4700 

1998 Dakota 40 ft. aluminum 
rendering dump trailer 

Call (330) 936-0705 for more info

Problems with odors, gas-
collection, or effluent quality?  

Lemna Technologies, Inc., 
America’s leader in wastewater 

covers, has custom designed and 
installed hundreds of wastewater 

cover systems to solve these 
problems. Call (612) 253-2000 or 

e-mail techsales@lemna.com

SPRINGBOARD BIODIESEL 
makes biodiesel processors that 
allow you to convert grease to 

biodiesel. Our processors are the 
safest, highest quality and most 
automated available and enable 
repeatable ASTM production for 

under $1.00/gallon. Use biodiesel 
in any diesel engine without 

the need to retrofit that engine 
and enjoy running on cleaner 

burning, made-in-the US biodiesel. 
Equipment purchase allows you to 
take advantage of 50% alt. energy 
equipment tax credit. Made in USA. 

www.springboardbiodiesel.com 
(530) 894-1793 

Reach 1,000s of potential customers 
and even more on the Internet.  

1st 3 lines only $28! 
editors@rendermagazine.com

Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation
(Requester Publications Only)

Publication Title: Render - The National Magazine of Rendering
Publication Number: 0090-8932	 Filing Date: September 25, 2009
Issue Frequency: Bi-monthly	 Number of Issues Published Annually: 6
Annual Subscription Price: Free to Qualified
Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication: 2820 Birch Avenue, Camino, CA 95709-
9641
Contact Person: Tina Caparella	 Telephone: (530) 644-8428
Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Office of Publisher: 2820 Birch 
Avenue, Camino, CA 95709-9641
Full Names and Complete Mailing Addresses of Publisher, Editor, and Managing Editor:
Publisher – Tina Caparella, 2820 Birch Avenue, Camino, CA 95709-9641
Editor – Same as above	 Managing Editor – Same as above
Owner: National Renderers Association, 801 N. Fairfax St. #205, Alexandria, VA 22314
Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: August 2009
	 Average No. Copies Each Issue	 No. Copies of Single Issue
	 During Preceding 12 Months	 Published Nearest to Filing 
Date
Total Number of Copies:	 3,900	 3,700
Outside County Paid/Requested Mail 
Subscriptions stated on PS Form 3541	 2,849	 2,941
Sales Through Dealers and Carriers, Street  
Vendors, Counter Sales, and Other Paid or  
Requested Distribution Outside USPS:	 657	 677
Requested Copies Distributed by Other 
Mail Classes Through the USPS:	 50	 50
Total Paid and/or Requested Circulation:	 3,556	 3,668
Nonrequested Copies Distributed Outside the Mail:	 309	 0
Total Nonrequested Distribution:	 309	 0
Total Distribution:	 3,865	 3,668
Copies not Distributed:	 35	 32
Total	 3,900	 3,700
Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation	 92%	 100%
I certify that all information furnished on this form is true and complete: Tina Caparella, Editor/Publisher, 
September 25, 2009
PS Form 3526-R, September 2007

36  October 2009 • Render	 www.rendermagazine.com



Larry Tully, Field Service Manager, (center)
and the Field Service Team.

“We’re committed to
the customer, every
hour of every day.”

Won’t Let You Down

Phone: 937-855-6555

Fax: 937-855-6554

Email: info@dupps.com

www.dupps.com

The Dupps family includes all the dedicated

and hard working employees whose efforts,

loyalty and pride have made our company

the best in the business. Compare our level

of knowledge, experience and service with

any of our competitors.  When you do,

we’re sure you’ll agree that Dupps is your

logical choice.

“For us, the bottom line is to be there when our

customers need us. They operate Dupps equipment

because it offers top performance and reliability; and it’s

our job to keep it that way . . . any time, day or night.

“For the Field Service team, the most important thing is

to get the customer’s system up and running properly as

quickly as possible. Every minute of downtime costs

money, so it’s our policy to have a service representative

ready to work at a customer’s plant in 24 hours or less.

That’s why we maintain the largest service department in

the business, with the right tools and parts to do the job.

“Another important advantage we offer is experience.

Every representative knows Dupps equipment inside and

out, so we do the job right as well as quickly. Experience

pays off in other ways too — we can help make sure

equipment is properly maintained so it operates at peak

performance, and to avoid expensive repairs down the road.

     “Our motto is ‘Dupps won’t let you down’; for our

team that means we’re committed to the customer, every

hour of every day.”

Dupps Field Service (left to right):
Jeff Morris, Shane Tinch, Ron Snelling,
Larry Tully, Corey Merema,
Dave Lewellyn and Okey Buell

A word from your friends at
Dupps Field Service




